
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, 
July 12th Sunday Service 

Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  Below is the Service for the Sixth Sunday after 
Pentecost.  Father Shawn Clerkin has recorded the Service at St. Stephens and Kate Thiem has 
added the music to the service video.  When you click on the link below, it will take you to YouTube 
where you can watch the full service and sing along to the hymns.  The Service information is also 
written below for you to follow along. To watch the Message, you can click on "The Message" 
below and you will be taken to YouTube to watch the Message.   
 
Today is the Sixth Sunday of Pentecost and the Gospel this week is Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23.  But let's 
back up a minute to get some context of what is going on from last week's Gospel to this 
week's.   In Matthew Chapter 12, Jesus is being challenged by many people, dealing with conflict and 
is teaching in parables.   
So in Matthew Chapter 13, Jesus is using the parable of the sower of seed to teach God's message 
about how people are like seeds when it comes to having a relationship with God.   Just as a planted 
seed starts to grow, the word of God starts to deepen and grow within a person.  For some people, 
they don't live the life God wants them to because they are too focused on other things.  For others, 
they hear the word of God and are interested, but when difficulties arise, they give up easily.  Then 
there are others who hear God's word and get excited about it, but are too focused on material 
things and worried about life.  Finally, there are those that have a strong faith and remain dedicated 
and even in the midst of struggles and difficulties, their seed is growing in the good soil.  Which 
group do you want to be in?  How can we ensure we are growing in good soil? We spend time in the 
Bible reading God's word, we talk to God, we join a bible study or listen to a teaching on God's 
word.  Not just when times get tough, but every day.  He wants to know what is on our hearts and 
for us draw close to him.   
 
Father God, thank you for your teachings and parables so that seeds can be planted in us and we can 
learn and grow from you.  You are our true vine, our living water, and the way the truth and the 
life.  We pray that you will guide our hearts, minds, eyes, ears, hands and feet to be a light in the 
word.  It is in your precious name we say, Amen.    
 
Blessings!                                                 
 
Service Video 
 
Opening Hymn: "I sing the almighty power of God" (to sing along, please watch the video 
above) 
 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.     
 
The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may 
know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to 

https://youtu.be/mzAhYoVuWi4


accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The First Reading                                                       Genesis 25:19-34 
These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac was 
forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister 
of Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord 
granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. The children struggled together within her; and 
she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord 
said to her, 
“Two nations are in your womb, 
and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 
the one shall be stronger than the other,  
the elder shall serve the younger.” 
When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came out red, all 
his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward his brother came out, with his hand 
gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. When 
the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, living 
in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 
Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. Esau said 
to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) 
Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright 
to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then 
Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau 
despised his birthright. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 
The Response                                                                  Psalm 119:105-112 
105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * and a light upon my path. 
106 I have sworn and am determined * to keep your righteous judgments. 
107 I am deeply troubled; * preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word. 
108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * and teach me your judgments. 
109 My life is always in my hand, * yet I do not forget your law. 
110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * but I have not strayed from your commandments. 
111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * truly, they are the joy of my heart. 
112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * for ever and to the end. 
 
The Epistle                                                             Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to 
deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to 
God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot 



please God. 
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn: "Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing" (to sing along, please watch the service 
video)                  
                            
The Gospel                                                              Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he 
got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on 
the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, 
they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown 
on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and 
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As 
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and 
the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this 
is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Kids Gospel Video  
 
The Message                                                                                             Father Shawn Clerkin   
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally  begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZEO_Ls2ERs
https://youtu.be/4IUdBH888ZU


buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he  ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one  baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
  
Prayers of the People 
As the sounds, sights, and smells of summer delight our ears, eyes, and noses, let us praise our God 
saying, “Make your word a lantern to my feet and a light upon my path.” God of faith, you called us 
to share the good news of salvation; grant us the gift of faith to fulfill our mission.  We pray for 
Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and  Shawn.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon 
my path. 
 
God of mercy, you called us to live in peace with one another; grant the nation and our leaders the 
gift of knowing what things they ought to do and the grace and power to faithfully accomplish them. 
We pray for Donald, Thomas, Joseph, and Kathy. Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light 
upon my path. 
 
God of hope, you called us to care for your creation; grant us the gift of wisdom to tend the plants 
yielding seed and the trees bearing fruit, the cattle and kine, the creeping things and wild animals of 
the earth of every kind.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of goodness, you called us to welcome all as you welcome us; grant us the gift of seeing Christ 
in all people and act accordingly for the common good.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a 
light upon my path.  
 
God of grace, you called each of us to be members of the body of Christ; grant the gift of healing to 
physicians and nurses, to priests and counselors, to social workers and deacons, to teachers and their 
aides, to police and first responders, and to all who pray and care for the suffering.  We pray for 
_____ (share your own intentions).  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of glory, neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God. Christ Jesus, give rest to _____ (share names of those who have passed).  Make your word 
a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!  We thank you for _____ (offer your own 
thanksgivings).  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of hope, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in 
good times as well as bad.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my 
path.                            
  
Communion: "Faith of our fathers" (to sing along, please watch the service video)    

 



 
A Form for Spiritual Communion 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
  
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body 
with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you, and, since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself with you, and embrace 
you with all the love of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live in you, and may 
you live in me, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, I, your unworthy servant, give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to me and to all whom you have made. I bless you for my creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, I pray, give me such an awareness of your mercies, that with a truly thankful heart I may show 
forth your praise, not only with my lips, but in my life, by giving up my self to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all my days; through Jesus Christ my Lord,to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen 
 
Jesus, I want to receive you in my heart and I cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, I ask 
you to come to me and fill me with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant me, Lord, the 
graces I need most. Amen. 
  
Closing Hymn: "Joyful, joyful we adore thee!" (to sing along, please watch the service video)    
 
Go in peace to proclaim the risen Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to 
add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at 
church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy.  
  



Bob, Kate, Carlota, Judy,  Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, 
Harper, David, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Evie, Kimberly, 
Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Donald, Karen, Kevin, Don, Karen, Rich, Brian, 
Kenneth, Ava, Kevin, Brian, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Jean and her family, Sue and her 
family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; 
Chad and his family, and all the healthcare workers, first responders, store workers and their 
families.  

 
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have 

the light of life." John 8:12 

 


