
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, 
September 27th Sunday Service 

Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  Below is the Service for the Seventeenth Sunday 
after Pentecost.  For those watching online, Father Shawn has recorded the Service  and Kate has 
added the music. Father Shawn has also recorded just the Message if you would like to watch the 
message.   The Service link is below to watch the full service.  
 
In this week's Gospel (Matthew 21:23-32), the Pharisees, elders and chief priests are questioning 
Jesus' authority regarding his authority to heal and teach others and they are asking questions to try 
to trap Jesus.   Instead of answering the questions, Jesus tells The Parable of the Two Sons.  In this 
story about truth, Jesus is speaking about the work that God has given us to do.  Not just saying we 
are going to do it, but actually going out and doing the work.  Basically, doing what we say we will 
do and having our actions speak louder than our words.  This message is for  everyone, it 
doesn't matter where you are in your journey or what has happened to you in the past.  God has a 
plan for each one of us and has called each of us to do His work in the world. We are to show God's 
love and mercy and kindness to all people and to love our neighbors as ourselves.   
 
Heavenly Father, thank you for this teaching today.  It is a great reminder for us that we need to 
continue to do your work in the world and have our actions speak louder than our words.  We pray 
that you would give us opportunities to do your good work, whether that is in our homes, in our 
workplaces, in our neighborhoods, or in our community.  Continue to press upon us what it means 
to obey, trust, and follow you each day.  We ask that you provide us with your guidance, your 
wisdom, and most of all your love.  It is in your amazing name we pray, Amen.   
 
Blessings!                                                 

 
 
Service Video 
Opening Hymn: "Savior like a shepherd lead us" 
 
 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.    
 
  
The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of 
your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly 
treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever.   Amen. 
 
 

https://youtu.be/YKRxDCfmlCs


 
The First Reading                                                            Exodus 17:1-7 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord 
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people 
quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel 
with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people 
complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children 
and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They 
are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some 
of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I 
will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out 
of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the 
place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord 
among us or not?” 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 
 
The Response                                                                            Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 
1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 
3 That which we have heard and known, and what our forefathers have told us, * 
we will not hide from their children. 
4 We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, 
* and the wonderful works he has done. 
12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, * in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; * he made the waters stand up like 
walls. 
14 He led them with a cloud by day, * and all the night through with a glow of fire. 
15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * and gave them drink as from the great deep. 
16 He brought streams out of the cliff, * and the waters gushed out like rivers. 
 
 
The Epistle                                                                                    Philippians 2:1-13 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 
any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God  
as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave,  
being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself  
and became obedient to the point of death--  



even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name  
that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. 
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more 
now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at 
work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Sequence Hymn: "Have thine own way lord"  
 
                                             
The Gospel                                                              Matthew 21:23-32 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 
Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell 
you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of 
human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, 
‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for 
all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went 
to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two 
did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to 
you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
Kids Gospel Video 
The Message                                                                                                Father Shawn Clerkin   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEz1rkZj7dU
https://youtu.be/U1cDjkS7PC8
https://youtu.be/U1cDjkS7PC8


 
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen.   
 
  
Prayers of the People 
As the sounds, sights, and smells of summer delight our ears, eyes, and noses, let us praise our God 
saying, “Make your word a lantern to my feet and a light upon my path.” God of faith, you called us 
to share the good news of salvation; grant us the gift of faith to fulfill our mission.  We pray for 
Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and Shawn.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon 
my path. 
 
God of mercy, you called us to live in peace with one another; grant the nation and our leaders the 
gift of knowing what things they ought to do and the grace and power to faithfully accomplish them. 
We pray for Donald, Thomas, Joseph, and Kathy. Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light 
upon my path. 
 
God of hope, you called us to care for your creation; grant us the gift of wisdom to tend the plants 
yielding seed and the trees bearing fruit, the cattle and kine, the creeping things and wild animals of 
the earth of every kind.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of goodness, you called us to welcome all as you welcome us; grant us the gift of seeing Christ 
in all people and act accordingly for the common good.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a 
light upon my path.  
 
God of grace, you called each of us to be members of the body of Christ; grant the gift of healing to 
physicians and nurses, to priests and counselors, to social workers and deacons, to teachers and their 
aides, to police and first responders, and to all who pray and care for the suffering.  We pray for 
_____ (share your own intentions).  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of glory, neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God. Christ Jesus, give rest to _____ (share names of those who have passed).  Make your word 
a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 



Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!  We thank you for _____ (offer your own 
thanksgivings).  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of hope, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in 
good times as well as bad.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.         
                   
 
Communion: "Just as I am"  
 

A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
 
 
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and 
bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you, and, since we cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you, 
and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live 
in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all 
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our 
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in 
the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with a truly thankful hearts we 
may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your 
service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, 
we ask you to come to us and fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, 



the graces we need most. Amen. 
 
 
Irish Blessing 
May the blessing of light be on you, light without and light within. May the blessed sunshine shine 
on you and warm your heart till it glows like a great peat fire, so that the stranger may come and 
warm himself at it, and also a friend. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen 
  
Go in peace to love and serve Lord.  
 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Closing Hymn: "Lead Me, Guide Me"     
 

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to 
add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at 
church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy.  
  
Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, 
David, John, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, 
Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, 
Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Mitch, Marj, Don, Joyce and her children; 
Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and 
Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family.  

 
"I am God's coworker" 

- 2 Corinthians 6:1  
 


