
The Second Sunday of Lent 
February 28, 2021 Sunday Service  

Hello St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  We are so glad you are joining us today for our 
Sunday Service.  We hope you enjoy this service and pray that it speaks to your hearts 
and minds.  Father Shawn, Kate, and Cindy Willis have put together a wonderful service 
video.  If you would like to watch the service, click on "The Service" link below.  You can 
also view the recorded service on our website under the Worship section.   If you would 
like to just watch the Message, you can do so under the "The Message" section of this 
email.  
 
In the Gospel this week, Mark 8:31-38, Jesus predicts his death for the first time and he 
also talks about taking up your cross and following him.  Jesus wants us to choose to 
follow HIM rather than lead lives of sin and self-satisfaction.  Jesus asks for us to submit 
to HIS will and allow HIM to direct us.  Heavenly Father, thank you for loving us and for 
walking with us through trials and tribulations.    We pray that you would surround us 
with your presence, your grace, your mercy, and your love this week and that you would 
heal our hearts, our minds, and our physical bodies.  In your loving name we pray, 
Amen.   
 

Blessings!  
                           
The Service Video 

Opening Hymn "Lead Me, Guide Me" 
  

Invocation for Lent 
Blessed be God who forgives all our sins. God’s mercy endures for ever. 

 

Lenten Opening Sentence  
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 

our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.  1 John 1:8,9 

 

The Confession 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

  

Silence. 

  

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

https://youtu.be/gUTunRCK66w


For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The priest says 

 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 

life.  Amen. 

  

The Word of God 
Celebrant               God be with you. 

People                    And also with you. 

  

Collect of the Day 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from 

your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast 

the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit 

lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Old Testament Reading                                           Genesis 17:1-7,15-16 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 

God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me 

and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said 

to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 

nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made 

you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 

nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and 

you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be 

God to you and to your offspring after you. God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you 

shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give 

you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come 

from her.”  

 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  

  

The Psalm                                                                                  Psalm 22:22-30 
22 Praise the Lord, you that fear him; * 

stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 

all you of Jacob's line, give glory. 

23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 

neither does he hide his face from them; * 

but when they cry to him he hears them. 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 



25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 

"May your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 

he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 

all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; 

my descendants shall serve him; * 

they shall be known as the Lord'S for ever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

the saving deeds that he has done. 

  

The Epistle                                                                                 Romans 4:13-25  

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 

through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to 

be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no 

law, neither is there violation. 

For this reason, it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share 

the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father 

of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead 

and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he 

would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall 

your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was 

already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 

barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 

grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do 

what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the 

words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be 

reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed 

over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn "Fairest Lord Jesus" 

The Gospel                                                                                 Mark 8:31-38 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 



again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But 

turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you 

are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”  

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, 

let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their 

life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save 

it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can 

they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in 

the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Message                                                                    Father Shawn Clerkin   

  

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 

the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he 

is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

  

Prayers of the People – Lent – Year B 
Leader:        As we journey towards the cross, the snow covering the ground will melt and the 

cold chilling the air will warm.  So let our hearts melt and warm in Christ’s presence. Let our 

prayer to the Lord be, “To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you."  

 

Leader:        All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness, we pray for the Universal 

Church that its members be made alive in the spirit and its mission to bring your message to the 

ends of the world be fulfilled.  We pray for Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and Shawn.  To you, O 

LORD, I lift up my soul; 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

Leader:         The testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.  We pray for 

the nation and all in authority; give Joseph, Thomas, Kathy, and Joseph grace to love what you 

command and desire what you promise.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

https://youtu.be/gTYiANazvOo


Leader:         The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows his 

handiwork.  We pray for the welfare of the world:  that its air give life to all that lives, that its 

waters sustain life to all that lives, that its soil bear fruit to feed all that lives, and that all that 

lives will enjoy the fruits of the spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

Leader:         Lead us in your truth and teach us, for you are the God of our salvation.  We pray 

for the concerns of the local community:  for parents and children that they may share love and 

joy; for employers and workers that they may share kindness and generosity; for churches, 

synagogues, and mosques that they may share faithfulness and peace; for oppressors and the 

oppressed that they may share gentleness, and self-control.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

Leader:         Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from 

everlasting.  We pray for those who suffer and those in any trouble that they may feel the healing 

power of your love, especially _____.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

Leader:         The Lord sends forth his word and heals us and saves us from the grave that he 

may live in us, and we in him.  We pray for the departed, especially _____.  To you, O LORD, I 

lift up my soul; 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

Leader:         Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, and his mercy endures forever, we thank 

you for _____.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

Leader:         Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your 

loving presence in good times as well as bad.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

Leader:         Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: 

Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our 

sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People:         Amen. 

  

The Peace 
Celebrant:     The Peace of God be always with you. 

People:         And also with you. 

                   

Communion Hymn "Be thou my vision" 
  

                                                             A Form for Spiritual Communion 
 The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 



earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 

  

The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 

being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and 

bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you, and, since we cannot now 

receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite 

ourselves with you, and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you 

from us. May we live in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. 

Amen. 

 

A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all 

your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our 

creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope 

of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful 

hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up 

ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. 

Therefore, we ask you to come to us and fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. 

Grant us, Lord, the graces we need most. Amen. 

 

A Celtic Blessing 
The light of God surround you, 

The love of God enfold you, 

The power of God protect you, 

The presence of God watch over you, 

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 

you always. Amen. 

  

Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.  

Thanks be to God. 



 

Closing Hymn "Faith of our fathers" 

                                                                                             
Prayers 

Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish 

to add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication 

at church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy.  

  

Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, 

Harper, David, John, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, 

Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, 

Karen, Amy, Brian, Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Marj, Don, Maddie, 

Gloria, Jack, Mary, Bud, Stan, Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue 

and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel 

and Mary; Chad and his family.  

 

"Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 

take up his cross daily, and follow Me.  For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for My sake will save it"  (Luke 9:23-24)  
 


