
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 
October 11th Sunday Service 

Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  Below is the Service for the Nineteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost.  The Service is available for you to watch below.  If you would like to just watch the 
message, you may do so by clicking on The Message.  
 
In the Gospel this week (Matthew 22:1-14) Jesus is telling the Parable of the Wedding Banquet.    To 
give a little background here, a wedding feast during these times was one of the most joyous 
occasions in Jewish life and could last up to a week in duration.    The king invited his guests to the 
feast but people made excuses not to go.  Then he had his servants go out and invite everyone on 
the streets.  Just like the king who invited everyone to the feast, God invites  all of us to be apart of 
his family.  God wants everyone to be saved, but not everyone will accept the invitation.  To be 
apart of God's family, we have to have to accept, believe, and embrace that Jesus died for us and for 
our sins.     We are all invited into the kingdom of heaven, it is our choice to accept and prepare 
ourselves.  
 
Father God, thank you for inviting us into your family, for caring for us, loving us, forgiving us, and 
calling us your sons and daughters.  We pray for those that don't know you and are far from 
you,  that they come to know your kindness, love and strength and accept you into their 
lives.  Guide our actions and words to show God's love and kindness to others and that this will 
bring  glory to you.  It is in your loving name we say, Amen.       
 
Blessings!                                                 
 
  
The Service 
Opening Hymn: "Holy, Holy, Holy" 
 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.    
  
The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to 
good works;  through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The First Reading                                                           Exodus 32:1-14 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered 
around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, 
the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 
Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your 
daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and 
brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a 
calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 

https://youtu.be/MnCde6bhRQs


When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, 
“Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.” They rose early the next day, and offered burnt 
offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up 
to revel. 
The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of 
Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded 
them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, 
and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 
The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so 
that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great 
nation.” 
But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against 
your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 
Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the 
mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change 
your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your 
servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants 
like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and 
they shall inherit it forever.’” And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to 
bring on his people. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 
The Response                                                                            Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 
1 Hallelujah! Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, * for his mercy endures for ever. 
2 Who can declare the mighty acts of the Lord * or show forth all his praise? 
3 Happy are those who act with justice * and always do what is right! 
4 Remember me, O Lord, with the favor you have for your people, * and visit me with your 
saving help; 
5 That I may see the prosperity of your elect and be glad with the gladness of your people, * 
that I may glory with your inheritance. 
6 We have sinned as our forebears did; * we have done wrong and dealt wickedly. 
19 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb * and worshiped a molten image; 
20 And so they exchanged their Glory * for the image of an ox that feeds on grass. 
21 They forgot God their Savior, * who had done great things in Egypt, 
22 Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, * and fearful things at the Red Sea. 
23 So he would have destroyed them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, * 
to turn away his wrath from consuming them. 
 
The Epistle                                                                                    Philippians 4:1-9 
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this 
way, my beloved. 
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my 
loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, 
together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 



understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever 
is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn: "Oh Christ the Solid Rock I Stand"  
                                             
The Gospel                                                              Matthew 22:1-14 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who 
had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, 
saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat 
calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made 
light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, 
mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those 
murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited 
were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 
banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and 
bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he 
was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into 
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few 
are chosen.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Kids Gospel Video 
The Message                                                                                                                 Father 
Shawn Clerkin   
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEbwiQvo5k4
https://youtu.be/zAbYsrVI9OE
https://youtu.be/zAbYsrVI9OE


spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen.   
  
Prayers of the People  
Leader:     As grain and grapes ripen and are gathered, let us pray, saying, “Send out your light and 
your truth, O God, that they may lead us.” 
 
Leader:     God of guidance, direct and rule the hearts of us and of the leaders of our church that in 
our mission, we faithfully seek whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, whatever is excellent, and whatever is worthy 
of praise.  We pray for Justin,  Michael,  Sean, Cathy and Shawn.  Send out your light and your truth, 
O God, 
People:   That they may lead us. 
 
Leader:   God of power and might, show the leaders and people of the world how to live in 
harmony with one another and peaceably with all. Teach us not to be overcome by evil, but to 
overcome evil with good. We pray for Donald, Thomas, Kathy, and Joseph.  Send out your light and 
your truth, O God, 
People:  That they may lead us. 
 
Leader:  God of creation, you turn atoms into molecules, cells into blastulas, joining and dividing to 
form planets and amoebas, bristle-cone pines and people, birds and butterflies—all  of infinite 
variety and diversity.  Grant us never to cease at the wonder of wind, water and rainbows, and make 
us work in faith and labor in love in your vineyards.  Send out your light and your truth, O God, 
People:  That they may lead us. 
 
Leader:  God of compassion, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity and guide us so along 
right pathways that we will give food to the hungry and drink to the thirsty; that we will welcome the 
stranger and clothe the naked; and that we will care for the sick and visit those in prison.   Send out 
your light and your truth, O God, 
People:  That they may lead us. 
 
Leader:    God of mercy, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and of great 
kindness.  We are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand.  Heal, we pray 
_____. (insert your own intentions)  Send out your light and your truth, O God, 
People:   That they may lead us. 
 
Leader:   God of hope, you weep with those who weep and wipe away the tears from all faces. Jesus 
died and rose again, and on the last day God will bring with him those who have died.  We pray for 
the souls of _____. (insert names of those who have passed)  Send out your light and your truth, O God, 
People:    That they may lead us. 
 
Leader:    Let us be glad and rejoice and give thanks to our God for _____. (insert your own 
thanksgivings)  Send out your light and your truth, O God, 
People:     That they may lead us. 
 



Leader:    God of love, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving 
presence in good times as well as bad.  Send out your light and your truth, O God, 
People:    That they may lead us. 
 
(The celebrant inserts a collect ) 

Celebrant:    The Peace of God be always with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
                   
Communion: "Jesus, Love of My Soul"  

A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
 
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and 
bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you, and, since we cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you, 
and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live 
in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all 
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our 
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in 
the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with a truly thankful hearts we 
may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your 
service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, 
we ask you to come to us and fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, 
the graces we need most. Amen. 
  



Go in peace to love and serve Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn: "The King of Love My Shepherd Is"   
                                                                                             

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to 
add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at 
church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy.  
  
Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, 
David, John, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, 
Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, 
Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Mitch, Marj, Don, Joyce and her children; 
Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and 
Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family.  

 
" Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen”  -Ephesians 3:20 

 


