
Independence Day – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 July 4, 2021  Lawn Eucharist 

 
Opening Hymn: “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” 
My country, 'tis of thee, 
Sweet land of liberty, 
Of thee I sing; 
Land where my fathers died, 
Land of the pilgrims' pride, 
From ev'ry mountainside 
Let freedom ring! 
 
My native country, thee, 
Land of the noble free, 
Thy name I love; 
I love thy rocks and rills, 
Thy woods and templed hills; 
My heart with rapture thrills, 
Like that above. 
 
Let music swell the breeze, 
And ring from all the trees 
Sweet freedom's song; 
Let mortal tongues awake; 
Let all that breathe partake; 
Let rocks their silence break, 
The sound prolong. 
 

The Word of God 
Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Officiant says 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The following canticle said together 
Glory to God in the highest, 
   and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
   we worship you, we give you thanks, 



   we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
   have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
   receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
   Jesus Christ, 
   with the Holy Spirit, 
   in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country won liberty for themselves 
and for us, and lit the torch of freedom for nations then unborn: Grant that we and all the 
people of this land may have grace to maintain our liberties in righteousness and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading    Deuteronomy 10:17-21 
The LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, 
who is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, 
and who loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall also love the 
stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. You shall fear the LORD your God; 
him alone you shall worship; to him you shall hold fast, and by his name you shall swear. He 
is your praise; he is your God, who has done for you these great and awesome things that 
your own eyes have seen. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 
The Response        Psalm 145:1-9 
1 I will exalt you, O God my King, * 

and bless your Name for ever and ever. 
 

2 Every day will I bless you * 
and praise your Name for ever and ever. 



 
3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

there is no end to his greatness. 
 

4 One generation shall praise your works to another * 
and shall declare your power. 

 
5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty * 

and all your marvelous works. 
 

6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, * 
and I will tell of your greatness. 

 
7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; * 

they shall sing of your righteous deeds. 
 

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 

 
9 The LORD is loving to everyone * 

and his compassion is over all his works. 
 
The Epistle             Hebrews 11:8-16 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he 
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, 
as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked 
forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he 
received power of procreation, even though he was too old-- and Sarah herself was 
barren-- because he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one 
person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of 
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they 
saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the 
earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 
If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had 
opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for 
them. 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Sequence Hymn: “Battle Hymn of the Republic 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword: 

His truth is marching on. 

 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

His truth is marching on. 

 

I have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps, 

They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps; 

I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps: 

His day is marching on. 

 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

His truth is marching on. 

 

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 

He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment-seat; 

Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him! Be jubilant, my feet! 

Our God is marching on. 

 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

Glory, glory, hallelujah! 

Our God is marching on. 

 

The Gospel        Matthew 5:43-48 

Officiant The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that 

you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on 

the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who 

love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you 



greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the 

Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

 
Officiant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Message        Fr. Shawn Clerkin 
   
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
 
Prayers of the People – Season of Pentecost / June & July 
Leader As seeds grow into harvests, fledglings fly, and beaches fill with folks, let us 

pray, saying, “You are our God, and the rock of our salvation.” 
 
 We pray for the universal church, its mission, and its people.  Hold the 

household of your Church in your steadfast faith that through your grace we 
may proclaim your truth with boldness and preach the healing power of your 
love. Guide Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and Shawn.  You are our God, 

People  And the rock of our salvation. 
 
Leader We pray for the nation and all in authority that by your mercy our leaders may 

be rooted  in love and that Christ may dwell in their hearts, for if a nation is 
divided against itself, that nation cannot stand. Grant Joe, Kamala, Thomas, 
Joseph, and Kathy the healing power of your love. You are our God,  

People  And the rock of our salvation. 
 



Leader We pray for the welfare of the world. Pour your healing power of love upon 
creation. Put away from us all hurtful things, and give us those things which 
are beneficial for us:  fresh air for the lungs of all animals, clean water for fish 
of all kinds, fertile soil to grow grain for our loaves, and then fill our hearts 
with love that we may feed the whole world. You are our God, 

People  And the rock of our salvation. 
 
Leader We pray for all who live and work in our community:  for our families, friends, 

and neighbors; for the refugees and asylum seekers; for prisoners and captives, 
and for those who do not know you.  Grant us to feel the healing power of 
your love: You are our God, 

People  And the rock of our salvation. 
 
Leader We pray for all in need: for people who suffer addictions and illness, who 

experience loneliness and sleepless nights, who endure hunger and 
homelessness, and who face hardships and persecution that they may know 
the healing power of your love.  Especially _____.  You are our God, 

People  And the rock of our salvation. 
 
Leader We pray for those who have died and those who mourn that they may know 

the healing power of your love.  Especially _____.  You are our God, 
People  And the rock of our salvation. 
 
Leader We give thanks to our God with our whole heart for _____.  You are our 

God, 
People  And the rock of our salvation. 
 
Leader God of grace, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of 

your loving presence in good times as well as bad.  You are our God,  
People  And the rock of our salvation. 
 
Officiant O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude 

of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for 
help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  

People Amen. 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
The Officiant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 



Officiant and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Officiant says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
The Peace 
Officiant  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 

The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant begins the Offertory with the following sentence. 
 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
                   
Communion Hymn: “Faith of Our Fathers” 
Faith of our fathers, living still 
In spite of dungeon, fire and sword, 
O how our hearts beat high with joy 
Whene’er we hear that glorious word! 
Faith of our fathers! holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death! 
 
Faith of our Fathers! Faith and prayer 
Shall win all nations unto thee, 
And through the truth that comes from God, 
Mankind shall then indeed be free. 
Faith of our fathers! holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death! 
 



Faith of our Fathers! we will love 
Both friend and foe in all our strife: 
And preach thee too, as love knows how 
By kindly words and virtuous life: 
Faith of our Fathers! Holy Faith! 
We will be true to thee till death. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving- Eucharistic Prayer A  
 
The Celebrant faces the People and says 

The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Here a Proper Preface is said: 
For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
     Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 



At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing juice/wine to 
be consecrated. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  
 
People  AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed by thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 



   as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 
A period of silence is kept. Then is said 
Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The Sacrament is shared with the people. The Bread is given to the communicants with these words 
The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.  [Amen.] 
 
or with these words 
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
                   
Instrumental Interlude  
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
adapted from Prayers for National Life: For Our Country (BCP p. 820) 



 
Almighty God, we honor the ancestral Erie, Iroquois, and Seneca peoples, upon whose land 
we now stand, and we thank you for our heritage as the United States of America: We 
humbly ask that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to 
do your will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save 
us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil 
way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes joined here out 
of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your 
Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, 
and that, through obedience to your law, we may show forth your praise among the nations 
of the earth. In time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in time of trouble, 
do not allow our trust in you to fail; all this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty,  
╬ Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: “America the Beautiful” 
O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain! 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea! 
 
O beautiful for heroes proved 
In liberating strife, 
Who more than self their country loved 
And mercy more than life! 
America! America! 
May God thy gold refine, 
Till all success be nobleness, 
And every gain divine! 
 
O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam 
Undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea! 



 
Officiant  Let us go forth in the name of the Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Prayers 
Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, 

Dotte, David, John, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, 

Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, 

Karen, Amy, Brian, Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Marj, Don, Maddie, 

Gloria, Jack, Mary, Bud, Stan, Keith, Tim, Mark, Mary Katherine, Dennis, Faythe, Bill, Maddie, 

Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his 

caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and his 

family. 

 

Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish 

to add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication 

at church@ststephens-fairview.org .  Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy. 

 

  

"Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find 

grace to help in the time of need."  (Hebrews 4:16) 
 


