
The First Sunday of Lent 
February 21, 2021 Sunday Service  

Hello St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  We are so glad you are joining us today for our Sunday Service.  We hope 
you enjoy this service and pray that it speaks to your hearts and minds.  Father Shawn, Kate,  Steve Ropski, and 
Melanie Gustafson-Ropski have put together a wonderful service video.  If you would like to watch the service, click 
on "The Service" link below.  You can also view the recorded service on our website under the Worship section.   If 
you would like to just watch the Message,  you can do so under the "The Message" section of this email.  
 
In the Gospel this week, Mark 1: 9-15,  Jesus was baptized and he was tempted by Satan in the wilderness.  He also 
preached to repent and believe in the good news.  What is the Good News he is referring to?  According to the Life 
Application Study Bible, "The long-awaited Messiah has come to begin God's reign on earth. This is good news 
because these words offer freedom, spiritual blessings, and the promise of eternal life in a perfect world where justice 
and peace prevail."  Just as Jesus prepared for his ministry and for the wilderness, we can also prepare our hearts 
and minds for whatever God has planned for our lives.  Our prayer this week is that you will begin to prepare your 
hearts and minds during the Lenten Season.  Whether you are reading God's Word or engaging in the Evening 
Devotionals or Bible Studies, or getting up each morning spending quiet time with God, know that HE is near and that 
HE loves you dearly.   
 
Blessings!  
                           
The Service Video 
Opening Hymn "Hail, thou once despised Jesus!" 
  
Invocation for Lent 
Blessed be God who forgives all our sins. God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
Lenten Opening Sentence 
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. 

There is no other commandment greater than these.”   Mark 12:29-31 
 
The Confession 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

  

Silence. 

  

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life.  Amen. 
  
The Word of God 

https://youtu.be/cvKMT4yIsHQ


Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by 

many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ 

your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Old Testament Reading                                                                    Genesis 9:8-17 
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 

and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many 

as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and 

never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and 

you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of 

the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my 

covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to 

destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every 

living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 

between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

  

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
  
The Psalm                                                                                                       Psalm 25:1-9 
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my trust in you; * 

let me not be humiliated, 

nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 

and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; 

in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 

for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love 

and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
  
The Epistle                                                                                            1 Peter 3:18-22 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in 

the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times 

did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 

persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, 

but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the 

right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn "On Eagle's Wings" 

The Gospel                                                                                                Mark 1:9-15 



The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of 

the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are 

my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was 

with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and 

the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Message                                                                                    Father Shawn Clerkin   
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe 

in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
  
Prayers of the People – Lent – Year B 
Leader:       As we journey towards the cross, the snow covering the ground will melt and the cold chilling the air will warm.  So 

let our hearts melt and warm in Christ’s presence. Let our prayer to the Lord be, “To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I 

put my trust in you." 

 

Leader:         All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness, we pray for the Universal Church that its members be made alive 

in the spirit and its mission to bring your message to the ends of the world be fulfilled.  We pray for Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, 

and Shawn.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

Leader:         The testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.  We pray for the nation and all in authority; 

give Joseph, Thomas, Kathy, and Joseph grace to love what you command and desire what you promise.  To you, O LORD, I lift 

up my soul; 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

Leader:         The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork.  We pray for the welfare of the 

world:  that its air give life to all that lives, that its waters sustain life to all that lives, that its soil bear fruit to feed all that lives, 

and that all that lives will enjoy the fruits of the spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 

and self-control.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

Leader:         Lead us in your truth and teach us, for you are the God of our salvation.  We pray for the concerns of the local 

community:  for parents and children that they may share love and joy; for employers and workers that they may share kindness 

and generosity; for churches, synagogues, and mosques that they may share faithfulness and peace; for oppressors and the 

oppressed that they may share gentleness, and self-control.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

Leader:         Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.  We pray for those who suffer and 

those in any trouble that they may feel the healing power of your love, especially _____.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

Leader:         The Lord sends forth his word and heals us and saves us from the grave that he may live in us, and we in him.  We 

pray for the departed, especially _____.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

https://youtu.be/0Ifpm6ZfFTM


  

Leader:         Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, and his mercy endures forever, we thank you for _____.  To you, O LORD, 

I lift up my soul; 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

Leader:         Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in good times as well 

as bad.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 

  

Leader:         Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: Accept and fulfill our petitions, 

we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

People:         Amen. 

  
The Peace 
Celebrant:     The Peace of God be always with you. 

People:         And also with you. 
                   
Communion Hymn "Wait for the Lord" 
  
                                                          A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 
  
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to 

offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to 

you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves 

with you, and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and may 

you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-

kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but 

above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the 

hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 

praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and 

righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout 

all ages. Amen. 

 

Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, we ask you to come to us and 

fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, the graces we need most. Amen. 
 
A Celtic Blessing 
The light of God surround you, 

The love of God enfold you, 

The power of God protect you, 

The presence of God watch over you, 

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 



  

Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.  

Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn "Hail to the Lord's Anointed"  
 
                                                                                             

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to add a prayer request to the list, 

please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be 

added to the list due to privacy.  

  

Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, David, John, Bishop 

Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, 

Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Marj, Don, Maddie, 

Gloria, Jack, Mary, Bud, Stan, Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his 

caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family.  
 

 
"But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run 

and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint."  (Isaiah 40:31)  
 


