
 Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 3rd Sunday Service 

Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  Below is the Service for the Fourth Sunday of 
Easter.  To listen to the music, click on the Hymns and you will hear Kate's lovely voice.  To listen 
to the message, click on Father Shawn's Message and you will be taken to YouTube where you can 
watch the Message.   
 
The Gospel this week is John 10:1-10. Jesus says: "I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be 
saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”  Jesus reveals to us why he came, so 
we can have abundant life in him. But what does that mean?  Does it mean we won't have hardships, 
heartache, or trials?  No, not at all.  Sometimes life is just plain hard. But it DOES means we get to 
have eternal life with Jesus.  As Jesus tends to his sheep, he will also tend to you. So go to God with 
whatever is on your heart today, whether it's something tough to talk about or it's something to 
celebrate and offer thanksgiving.  God loves you fiercely and we can find abundant hope in his 
steadfast love.   Praying that His peace, strength and mercy surround you all today.   
 
Blessings! 
 

 
My Shepherd Will Supply My Need                                                               
 

 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.     
  

 
The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice 
we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 
The First Reading                                                             Acts 2:42-47 
Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were 
being done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they 
would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by 
day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by 
day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

https://mcusercontent.com/76149f07ffb543de12d88aa77/files/fd49937c-891e-4637-a875-a766dae9abe5/My_Shepherd_Will_Supply_My_Need.mp3


 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 

 
The Response                                                            Psalm 23  
1 The Lord is my shepherd; * I shall not be in want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * and leads me 
beside still waters. 
3 He revives my soul * and guides me along right pathways 
for his Name's sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * for you are with me; your rod and your staff,  
 they comfort me. 
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 

 
The Epistle                                                                      1 Peter 2:19-25 
It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure 
when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and 
suffer for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered 
for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so 
that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you 
were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Baptized In Water                                                                                        
 

 
The Gospel                                                                              John 10:1-10 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in 
by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the 

https://mcusercontent.com/76149f07ffb543de12d88aa77/files/26f9dd6d-6d90-4ef4-a23e-658d1aa6efbc/Baptized_in_Water.mp3


sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run 
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with 
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
 
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before 
me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by 
me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 
Kids Gospel Video  
 
The Message                                                                        Fr. Shawn Clerkin 
  

 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally  begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he  ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one  baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
 

 
Easter Prayers Year A 
Walking with the disciples on the road to Emmaus, let us pray to God, saying, “We will rejoice and 
be glad.” 
  
Almighty God, grant to the leaders of your church the will and discernment to show forth in their 
lives what they profess by their faith.  We pray for Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy and Shawn.  Bless 
our God, you peoples, 
We will rejoice and be glad. 
  
Righteous God, Jesus Christ said, “Peace be with you”; grant the leaders of this and other 
nations the spirit of wisdom and revelation to follow where Christ leads.  We pray for Barack, 
Thomas, and Joseph.  Bless our God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be glad. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmqPM6LpXLc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dlEDykdycsU&t=18s


  
Creator God, you refresh the land when it is weary; you are the father of orphans and defender of 
widows; you give the solitary a home and bring prisoners into freedom, open the eyes of our faith to 
steadfastly follow where you lead the way.  Bless our God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be 
glad. 
  
Restorer God, you give all mortals life and breath, heal, we pray, _____ (please insert your the names for 
whom you pray).  Bless our God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be glad. 
  
Almighty God, you who ordained that the Messiah was to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 
third day, comfort those who mourn and receive into your kingdom _____ (please insert your the names 
for whom you pray).  Bless our God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be glad. 
  
Give thanks to the LORD, for _____ (please insert your the names and things for whom you pray).  Bless our 
God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be glad. 
  
Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever aware of your loving presence in good 
times as well as bad.  Bless our God, you peoples, 
We will rejoice and be glad. 
 

 
As We Gather At Your Table       

                                       

A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
  

 
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body 

https://mcusercontent.com/76149f07ffb543de12d88aa77/files/873e95e1-0299-4a3c-a69b-56ed39f8ebd7/As_We_Gather_At_Your_Table.mp3


with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you, and, since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself with you, and embrace 
you with all the love of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live in you, and may 
you live in me, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 

 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, I, your unworthy servant, give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to me and to all whom you have made. I bless you for my creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, I pray, give me such an awareness of your mercies, that with a truly thankful heart I may show 
forth your praise, not only with my lips, but in my life, by giving up my self to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all my days; through Jesus Christ my Lord,to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen 
 
Jesus, I want to receive you in my heart and I cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, I ask 
you to come to me and fill me with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant me, Lord, the 
graces I need most. Amen. 
  

 
Be Not Afraid                                    
 

 
Go in peace to proclaim the risen Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to 
add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our 
Director of Communication at church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be added to 
the list due to privacy.  
  
Bob, Carlota, Judy,  Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, 
David, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Rietter, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, 
Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, Brittney, James, Donald, Karen, Mikey, Maya, Kevin, 
Don, Karen, Rich, Mark, Cookie, Brian, Kenneth, Ava, Kevin, Brian, Mary Jane, Jean and her 
family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; 
Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family, Connie and her family and caregivers; and all the healthcare 
workers, first responders, store workers and their families.  

https://mcusercontent.com/76149f07ffb543de12d88aa77/files/ded7e5db-e190-432a-9a9f-d0cb9b2a397b/Be_Not_Afraid.mp3


"We don't have to understand the why of God's ways. But we do have to keep choosing to 
follow them." 

-Lysa TerKeurst 

 


