
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 
September 6th Sunday Service 

Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  Below is the Service for the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost.  For those 

watching online, Father Shawn has recorded the Message and you can click on the songs below to listen to Kate singing the 

Hymns.  If you  would like to watch the Service Live, you can do so on our St. Stephen's Facebook Page at 9:00 am.  For 

those attending the Outdoor Worship Service on Sunday, September 6, 2020 please follow these instructions for everyone's 
safety:  

 We ask that attendees walk around the west side of the building (the nursery school side) to enter our outdoor 
worship area. This will allow for easy entry and exit along with plenty of parking. 

 There will be a table near the garden that you will need to stop at. There will be hand sanitizer for all attendees to 
use and an usher will collect your contact information. A box will be available on this table for the offertory 
collection (we will not be passing a basket during the service). 

  Please bring your own chair or blanket. Church chairs will not be available. 
 Families must social distance on the lawn by 6 feet and areas will be marked by spray paint on the lawn. 
 Masks are required and we will have some masks for those that may have forgotten to bring one. 
 We will not pass the peace and ask that attendees refrain from physical contact (hugging, handshakes, touching). 
 There will be no singing, the church service music will be instrumental or pre-recorded. 
 The playground will be closed 
 There will be no coffee hour. The Zoom Coffee Hour will take place on the Sundays when there is no outside 

worship service. 
 Bathroom use is discouraged. The bathroom by the sacristy will be available for emergencies only. The remainder 

of the church building will be closed. 
 No prayer books or hymnals will be available. 
 The Bulletin will be available electronically and we encourage you to download it for use during the service. Some 

paper copies will be available, but you will have to take the bulletin home to dispose of it. 
 In the event of poor weather, the service will be cancelled. We will notify you via email and also put the 

cancellation on our Facebook Page and Facebook Group. You may also contact Claire Wachter 717-448-0506 to 
find out if the service is cancelled. 

The theme in this week's Gospel (Matthew 18:15-20) is conflict resolution.  Jesus is talking about the process of dealing with 

conflict within the church and also the harsh penalty for those who refuse to listen.  Have you ever felt something unfair 

happened or that someone was being mean to you or someone you love?   Do you know that as followers of Jesus, we are called 

to resolve conflicts and work out our differences? What would that look like in today's current world?  When we work out our 

conflicts and differences, we grow and our community is much stronger.  When we don't, we remain divided and our community 

becomes weak.  "The Lesson Plans That Works" this week says, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 

among them." Jesus is with us when we are together, Jesus is with us as we solve our conflicts, Jesus is with us when we are able 

to work with each other and build up our communities.   

Father God, thank you for our community of believers and our Christian brothers and sisters at St. Stephen's and around the 

world.  Lord, we want to do your work and resolve the conflict in our lives and around us.  We pray that you will help us to 

remember that our goal is be in right relationship with you and with others.  Help us to remember that when one or more of us are 

gathered, you are right there with us, blessing us with your Holy Spirit. Help us to open our eyes to see what you want us to see 
and open our ears to hear what you want us to hear.  Its in your loving name we pray, Amen.   

Blessings!                                                 
 

Service Bulletin 

Opening Hymn: "Hail Thou Once Despised Jesus"   
 

Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.    

  

The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so 
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you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The First Reading                                                             Exodus 12:1-14 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be 
the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a 
lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 
neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be 
without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day 
of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the 
blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same 
night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in 
water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your 
feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land 
of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when 
I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations 
you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  

 

The Response                                                                              Psalm 149 

1 Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song; * sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 
2 Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; * let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 
3 Let them praise his Name in the dance; * let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. 
4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people * and adorns the poor with victory. 
5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; * let them be joyful on their beds. 
6 Let the praises of God be in their throat * and a two-edged sword in their hand; 
7 To wreak vengeance on the nations * and punishment on the peoples; 
8 To bind their kings in chains * and their nobles with links of iron; 
9 To inflict on them the judgment decreed; * this is glory for all his faithful people. 
Hallelujah! 
 
The Epistle                                                           Romans 13:8-14 
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, 
“You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, 
love is the fulfilling of the law. 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 
now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn: "Love divine, all loves excelling"   

                                             

The Gospel                                                              Matthew 18:15-20 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If 
the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, 
so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell 
it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Kids Gospel Video 
The Message                                                                                      Father Shawn Clerkin   

  

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe 

in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

  

Prayers of the People 
As the sounds, sights, and smells of summer delight our ears, eyes, and noses, let us praise our God saying, “Make your word a 

lantern to my feet and a light upon my path.” God of faith, you called us to share the good news of salvation; grant us the gift of 

faith to fulfill our mission.  We pray for Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and Shawn.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a 

light upon my path. 
 

God of mercy, you called us to live in peace with one another; grant the nation and our leaders the gift of knowing what things 

they ought to do and the grace and power to faithfully accomplish them. We pray for Donald, Thomas, Joseph, and Kathy. Make 

your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path. 

 

God of hope, you called us to care for your creation; grant us the gift of wisdom to tend the plants yielding seed and the trees 

bearing fruit, the cattle and kine, the creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.  Make your word a lantern to 

my feet, and a light upon my path.  

 

God of goodness, you called us to welcome all as you welcome us; grant us the gift of seeing Christ in all people and act 

accordingly for the common good.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  

 

God of grace, you called each of us to be members of the body of Christ; grant the gift of healing to physicians and nurses, to 

priests and counselors, to social workers and deacons, to teachers and their aides, to police and first responders, and to all who 

pray and care for the suffering.  We pray for _____ (share your own intentions).  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a 

light upon my path.  
 

God of glory, neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God. Christ Jesus, give rest to _____ (share 

names of those who have passed).  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  

 

Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!  We thank you for _____ (offer your own thanksgivings).  Make your word a 

lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  

 

God of hope, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in good times as well as 

bad.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.         

                   

Communion: "Stand up, stand up for Jesus"   

A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Aoe7U_dYxc
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Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 

 

The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to 

offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to 

you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves 

with you, and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and may 

you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-

kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but 

above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the 

hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with a truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 

praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and 

righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout 

all ages. Amen. 

 

Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, we ask you to come to us and 

fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, the graces we need most. Amen. 

 

Back to School Blessing 
 

Irish Blessing 
May the blessing of light be on you, light without and light within. May the blessed sunshine shine on you and warm your heart 

till it glows like a great peat fire, so that the stranger may come and warm himself at it, and also a friend. And the blessing of God 

Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen 

  

Go in peace to love and serve Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Hymn: "Joyful, joyful"     
 

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to add a prayer request to the list, 

please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be 

added to the list due to privacy.  

  

Kate, Carlota, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, David, Bishop Persico, Deborah, 

Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Donald, Kevin, Don, Karen, 

Rich, Brian, Kenneth, Ava,  Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Mitch, Marj, Don, Joyce and her children; Linda and 

Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel 

and Mary; Chad and his family, and all the healthcare workers, first responders, store workers and their families. 
 

"I am set free." 

-John 8:32, Romans 8:2 
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