
The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 21, 2021 Sunday Service  

Hello St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  We are so glad you are joining us today for our Sunday 
Service.  Father Shawn, Kate Thiem, and Scott Michel and have put together a wonderful service 
video.  If you would like to watch the service, click on "The Service" link below.  You can also view 
the recorded service on our website under the Worship section.   If you would like to just watch the 
Message,  you can do so under the "The Message" section of this email.  
 
In the Gospel this week, John 12: 20-33,   Jesus explains that he died to pay the penalty for our sins 
and to show his power over death.  His resurrection proves he has eternal life and because Jesus is 
God, he gives the same eternal life to all those who believe in him.   Jesus is also calling us to bring 
the gospel to all people and to be obedient to him even in times of hardship (Life Application 
Bible).  
 
Father God, we thank you for loving us and dying on the cross for us.  We praise you for your 
mighty power and strength.  We ask that you would fill us with your Spirit of love and unity among 
believers in and around our community and in the world.    We ask for your help to set aside our 
differences and look to the greater cause, the cause of Christ.  Please help us to truly live out a life of 
love.    We need your unity and your love to stir in our hearts and give direction to our days.  We 
need your wisdom to guide us and your Spirit to lead us.  We thank you that you are always with us 
and give us great purpose and hope.  Amen.   

Blessings!  

                           
The Service Video 
Opening Hymn "Jesus keep me near the cross" 
  
Invocation for Lent 
Blessed be God who forgives all our sins. God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
Lenten Opening Sentence  
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  1 
John 1:8,9 
 
The Confession 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
  
Silence. 
  
Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 

https://youtu.be/_uViLNbAyEo


We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The priest says 
 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
  
The Word of God 
Celebrant               God be with you. 
People                    And also with you. 
  
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your 
people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and 
varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The Old Testament Reading                                           Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each 
other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 
the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
  
The Psalm                                                                                  Psalm 51:1-13 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; * in your great compassion blot 
out my offenses. 
2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness * and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, * and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you only have I sinned * and done what is evil in your sight. 
5 And so you are justified when you speak * and upright in your judgment. 
6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * a sinner from my mother's womb. 
7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, * and will make me understand wisdom secretly. 
8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 
9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, * that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
10 Hide your face from my sins * and blot out all my iniquities. 



11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, * and renew a right spirit within me. 
12 Cast me not away from your presence * and take not your holy Spirit from me. 
13 Give me the joy of your saving help again * and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
  
The Epistle                                                                                 Hebrews 5:5-10 
Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to 
him, 
“You are my Son,  
today I have begotten you”; 
as he says also in another place, 
“You are a priest forever,  
according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the 
one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 
Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made 
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by 
God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn "Precious Lord, take my hand" 

The Gospel                                                                                 John 12: 20-33 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told 
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life 
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me 
must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will 
honor. 
“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for 
this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from 
heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said 
that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has 
come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world 
will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He 
said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Message                                                                    Pastor Scott Michel 
  

https://youtu.be/7ebcCwAhlew


Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen.  
  
Prayers of the People – Lent – Year B 
Leader:        As we journey towards the cross, the snow covering the ground will melt and the cold 
chilling the air will warm.  So let our hearts melt and warm in Christ’s presence. Let our prayer to the 
Lord be, “To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you." 
 
Leader:         All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness, we pray for the Universal Church 
that its members be made alive in the spirit and its mission to bring your message to the ends of the 
world be fulfilled.  We pray for Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and Shawn.  To you, O LORD, I lift up 
my soul; 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         The testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.  We pray for the 
nation and all in authority; give Joseph, Thomas, Kathy, and Joseph grace to love what you 
command and desire what you promise.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork.  We 
pray for the welfare of the world:  that its air give life to all that lives, that its waters sustain life to all 
that lives, that its soil bear fruit to feed all that lives, and that all that lives will enjoy the fruits of the 
spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  To 
you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         Lead us in your truth and teach us, for you are the God of our salvation.  We pray for 
the concerns of the local community:  for parents and children that they may share love and joy; for 
employers and workers that they may share kindness and generosity; for churches, synagogues, and 
mosques that they may share faithfulness and peace; for oppressors and the oppressed that they may 
share gentleness, and self-control.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.  We 
pray for those who suffer and those in any trouble that they may feel the healing power of your love, 
especially _____.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 



People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         The Lord sends forth his word and heals us and saves us from the grave that he may 
live in us, and we in him.  We pray for the departed, especially _____.  To you, O LORD, I lift up 
my soul; 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, and his mercy endures forever, we thank you 
for _____.  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving 
presence in good times as well as bad.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
People:         my God, I put my trust in you. 
  
Leader:         Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: 
Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our 
sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People:         Amen. 
  
The Peace 
Celebrant:     The Peace of God be always with you. 
People:         And also with you. 
                   
Communion Hymn "Breathe on me, breath of God" 
  
                                                          A Form for Spiritual Communion 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
  
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and 
bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you, and, since we cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you, 
and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live 
in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 



 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all 
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our 
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in 
the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we 
may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your 
service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, 
we ask you to come to us and fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, 
the graces we need most. Amen. 
 
A Celtic Blessing 
The light of God surround you, 
The love of God enfold you, 
The power of God protect you, 
The presence of God watch over you, 
And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
always. Amen. 
  
Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn "The King of love my shepherd is" 
                                                                                             

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to 

add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at 

church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy.  

  

Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, 

David, John, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, 

Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, 

Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Marj, Don, Maddie, Gloria, Jack, Mary, Bud, 

Stan, Keith, Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul 

and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and his 

family.  


