
 Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 10th Sunday Service 

Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends and Happy Mother's Day!  Below is the Service 
for the Fifth Sunday of Easter.  To listen to the music, click on the Hymns and you will hear Kate's 
lovely voice.  To listen to the message, click on Father Shawn's Message and you will be taken to 
YouTube where you can watch the Message.   
 
The Gospel this week, John 14: 1-14, is full of such rich life giving truths.  One of these is 
when Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me."    Here 
Jesus is talking to his disciples and responding to their anxiety about him leaving them.  Jesus 
himself felt anxiety and was troubled at times so he can relate with what the disciples were 
feeling.   But what He is saying is that we need to focus on the promises of God and trust them (just 
like people did in the Old Testament). It is in these promises that we can find strength and 
overcome these feelings when we set our eyes on him.   
 
The second truth is,  “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”  Jesus is saying God made a way for us to be with him through his one and only Son, 
Jesus Chris because he loves us and desires a deep personal relationship with us.   I don't know 
about you, but this is so comforting to hear.  And all we have to do is accept Jesus and trust and 
believe in him.  
 
Wow, these are such powerful words to hear today.   Did you know there are over 3,000 promises of 
God in the Bible?  Let's cling to God's promises today- God loves you unconditionally, God is 
always with you, God created you and knows you by name, God has a plan for you, God hears our 
prayers, and you are wonderfully and beautifully made.  May God reveal to you this week the truths 
and promises you need to hear.   Study them, believe them and embrace them.  
 
Blessings! 
 
Christ Is Made The Sure Foundation                                                              
 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.     
  
The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus 
Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that 
leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The First Reading                                                            Acts 7:55-60 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing 
at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together 
against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid 
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their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 
The Response                                                          Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; * 
deliver me in your righteousness. 
2 Incline your ear to me; * make haste to deliver me. 
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; * for the sake 
of your Name, lead me and guide me. 
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
for you are my tower of strength. 
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, * for you have redeemed me, 
O Lord, O God of truth. 
15 My times are in your hand; * rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 
16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * and in your loving-kindness save me." 
 
The Epistle                                                                     1 Peter 2:2-10 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— if 
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 
like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: 
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious;  and whoever believes in him 
will not be put to shame.” 
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner”, and 
“A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you 
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 
Come My Way, My Truth, My Life                                                                                     
 
The Gospel                                                                              John 14:1-14 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 
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so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him.” 
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I 
been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells 
in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, 
then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 
will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to 
the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If 
in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Kids Gospel Video  
 
The Message                                                                        Fr. Shawn Clerkin 
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally  begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he  ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one  baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
 
Easter Prayers Year A 
Walking with the disciples on the road to Emmaus, let us pray to God, saying, “We will rejoice and 
be glad.” 
  
Almighty God, grant to the leaders of your church the will and discernment to show forth in their 
lives what they profess by their faith.  We pray for Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy and Shawn.  Bless 
our God, you peoples, 
We will rejoice and be glad. 
  
Righteous God, Jesus Christ said, “Peace be with you”; grant the leaders of this and other 
nations the spirit of wisdom and revelation to follow where Christ leads.  We pray for Barack, 
Thomas, and Joseph.  Bless our God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be glad. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dFoGQxUWj4
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Creator God, you refresh the land when it is weary; you are the father of orphans and defender of 
widows; you give the solitary a home and bring prisoners into freedom, open the eyes of our faith to 
steadfastly follow where you lead the way.  Bless our God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be 
glad. 
  
Restorer God, you give all mortals life and breath, heal, we pray, _____ (please insert your the names for 
whom you pray).  Bless our God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be glad. 
  
Almighty God, you who ordained that the Messiah was to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 
third day, comfort those who mourn and receive into your kingdom _____ (please insert your the names 
for whom you pray).  Bless our God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be glad. 
  
Give thanks to the LORD, for _____ (please insert your the names and things for whom you pray).  Bless our 
God, you peoples, We will rejoice and be glad. 
  
Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever aware of your loving presence in good 
times as well as bad.  Bless our God, you peoples, 
We will rejoice and be glad. 
 
Come Thou Fount                                            

A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
  
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body 
with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you, and, since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself with you, and embrace 
you with all the love of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live in you, and may 
you live in me, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, I, your unworthy servant, give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to me and to all whom you have made. I bless you for my creation, 
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preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, I pray, give me such an awareness of your mercies, that with a truly thankful heart I may show 
forth your praise, not only with my lips, but in my life, by giving up my self to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all my days; through Jesus Christ my Lord,to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen 
 
Jesus, I want to receive you in my heart and I cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, I ask 
you to come to me and fill me with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant me, Lord, the 
graces I need most. Amen. 
  
Hail The Day That Sees Him Rise                                  
 
Go in peace to proclaim the risen Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to 
add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our 
Director of Communication at church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be added to 
the list due to privacy.  
  
Bob, Carlota, Judy,  Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, 
David, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Rietter, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, 
Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, Brittney, James, Donald, Karen, Mikey, Kevin, Don, 
Karen, Rich, Mark, Cookie, Brian, Kenneth, Ava, Kevin, Brian, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Jean 
and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his 
caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family, Connie and her family and caregivers; and all the 
healthcare workers, first responders, store workers and their families.  

 

 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

Romans 15:13 
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