
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 
September 13th Sunday Service 

Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  Below is the Service for the Fifteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost.  Father Shawn has recorded the Service and Kate has added the music.  To listen to 
the music and the service,  click on the Service Link. If you would like to listen to the Message, click 
on the Message and the link will take you to YouTube.  
 
The theme in this week's Gospel (Matthew 18:21-35) is mercy and forgiveness.    Jesus is using a 
parable of a king and a servant to show us how we are to forgive.  This parable is very clear, we are 
to forgive others as we have been forgiven.  Forgiving someone heals us (and others) by requiring us 
to let things go, refusing to hold onto anger or frustration, and whatever else weighs us 
down  Forgiveness, in short, sets things right again and opens our hearts to love.   Jesus wants us to 
forgive, so we can more easily love one another.  Love and forgiveness go hand in hand. 
 
Father God,  We believe in your promises and that we are all your children.  Thank you for the way 
you love us and continue to love us and forgive us on a daily basis.  Help us to forgive others and to 
let go of any anger, frustration, and hurt feelings.  Help us to see what you want us to see, and hear 
what you want us to hear in our daily actions with family, friends, co workers, and any other 
individuals we come in contact throughout this week.  We pray for forgiveness, for peace, and for 
our communities to come together in love.  In your amazing name,  Amen.    
 
Blessings!                                                 
 
Service Video 
Opening Hymn: "We Gather Together"   
 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.    
  
The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit 
may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The First Reading                                                             Exodus 14:19-31 
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the 
pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the 
army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the 
night; one did not come near the other all night. 
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind 
all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the 
sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians 
pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At 
the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, 
and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with 
difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them 
against Egypt.” 

https://youtu.be/IzwJVd0GYMg


Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back 
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over 
the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, 
the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them 
remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for 
them on their right and on their left. 
Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 
seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared 
the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 
The Response                                                                             Psalm 114 
1 Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, * the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 
2 Judah became God's sanctuary * and Israel his dominion. 
3 The sea beheld it and fled; * Jordan turned and went back. 
4 The mountains skipped like rams, * and the little hills like young sheep. 
5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * O Jordan, that you turned back? 
6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * you little hills like young sheep? 
7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 
 
The Epistle                                                          Romans 14:1-12 
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some 
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those 
who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has 
welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord 
that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 
convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also 
those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, 
abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we 
die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this 
end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, 
"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall give praise to God." 
So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn: "Guide me, O thou great Jehovah"    
                                             
The Gospel                                                              Matthew 18:21-35 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 



should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, 
seventy-seven times. 
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought 
to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children 
and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that 
slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of 
his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what 
you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When 
his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to 
their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! 
I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he 
would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Kids Gospel Video 
The Message                                                                                      Father Shawn Clerkin   
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen.   
  
Prayers of the People 
As the sounds, sights, and smells of summer delight our ears, eyes, and noses, let us praise our God 
saying, “Make your word a lantern to my feet and a light upon my path.” God of faith, you called us 
to share the good news of salvation; grant us the gift of faith to fulfill our mission.  We pray for 
Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and Shawn.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon 
my path. 
 
God of mercy, you called us to live in peace with one another; grant the nation and our leaders the 
gift of knowing what things they ought to do and the grace and power to faithfully accomplish them. 
We pray for Donald, Thomas, Joseph, and Kathy. Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light 
upon my path. 
 
God of hope, you called us to care for your creation; grant us the gift of wisdom to tend the plants 

https://youtu.be/YTWZRDRhldE
https://youtu.be/KmYt1BAzo4c


yielding seed and the trees bearing fruit, the cattle and kine, the creeping things and wild animals of 
the earth of every kind.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of goodness, you called us to welcome all as you welcome us; grant us the gift of seeing Christ 
in all people and act accordingly for the common good.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a 
light upon my path.  
 
God of grace, you called each of us to be members of the body of Christ; grant the gift of healing to 
physicians and nurses, to priests and counselors, to social workers and deacons, to teachers and their 
aides, to police and first responders, and to all who pray and care for the suffering.  We pray for 
_____ (share your own intentions).  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of glory, neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God. Christ Jesus, give rest to _____ (share names of those who have passed).  Make your word 
a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!  We thank you for _____ (offer your own 
thanksgivings).  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of hope, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in 
good times as well as bad.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.         
                   
Communion: "Be Thou My Vision"   

A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
 
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and 
bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you, and, since we cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you, 
and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live 
in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all 
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our 



creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in 
the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with a truly thankful hearts we 
may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your 
service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, 
we ask you to come to us and fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, 
the graces we need most. Amen. 
 
Irish Blessing 
May the blessing of light be on you, light without and light within. May the blessed sunshine shine 
on you and warm your heart till it glows like a great peat fire, so that the stranger may come and 
warm himself at it, and also a friend. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen 
  
Go in peace to love and serve Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn: "Praise my soul, the King of heaven"     
 

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to 
add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at 
church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy.  
  
Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, 
David, John, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, 
Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, 
Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Mitch, Marj, Don, Joyce and her children; 

Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and 

Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family.  

 

"I am God's child" 

-John 1:12 
 

 


