
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, 
August 16th Sunday Service 

Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  Below is the Service for the Eleventh Sunday after 
Pentecost.  For those watching online, Father Shawn has recorded the Message and Kate has added the 
music.  Click on the Service Video to watch the full Service.  If you would like to listen to just the Message, click on 
the Message, the link will take you to YouTube where you can watch the Message. The Service information is also 
written below for you to follow along. 
 
In today's Gospel (Matthew 15(10-20) 21-28) Jesus reframes the boundaries of what is clean and what is 
considered unclean.  Jesus declares that what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and what comes out 
of the heart determines what makes one clean. Further, what comes from our mouth speaks to what our intentions 
are and who we are.  We also meet the Canaaite woman.  What comes out of the Canaanite woman’s heart is 
faith.  She sees and knows that Jesus has enough power for Israel and enough power to save her non-Israelite 
daughter.  In today's world, this is refreshing to study and read.  As Carla Works said, "Reading Jesus’ encounter with 
the Canaanite woman during Pentecost reminds the church that God is constantly entering new territory and breaking 
boundaries. This God is in the unsettling business of meeting outsiders and granting them not just a crumb, but a 
place at the table." 
 
Heavenly Father, thank you for granting us a place at your table and accepting us for who we are.  We know we are 
children of God, beautifully and wonderfully made and that you know the number of hairs on our heads.  Help us to 
see ourselves as you see us. Help us to see you and embrace your presences in our lives each day.  Guide our 
hearts and our mouths so that we can  speak your truths to those in need and make disciples of all nations.  It is in 
your loving name we say, Amen.  
 
Blessings!      
                                           
Service Video 
Opening Hymn: "All hail the power of Jesus name"   
 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.     
 
The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us 
grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy 
life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 
 
The First Reading                                                            Genesis 45:1-15 

Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away 
from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that 
the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father 
still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, 
whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for 
God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five 
more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant 
on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a 
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say 
to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall 
settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as 
your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine 
to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ And now your eyes and 
the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly I 
am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother 

https://youtu.be/5idmV4J4f2Y


Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; 
and after that his brothers talked with him. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 
The Response                                                                  Psalm 133 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * when brethren live together in unity! 
2 It is like fine oil upon the head * that runs down upon the beard, 

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
4 It is like the dew of Hermon * that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * life for evermore. 
 
The Epistle                                                              Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 
member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received 
mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, 
they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn: "Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus"  

 
                                             
The Gospel                                                              Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
[Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that 
defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and said to him, 
“Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He answered, “Every plant that my 
heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 
person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are 
you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes 
out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the 
heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person, 
but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] 
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region 
came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But 
he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting 
after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, 
saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, 
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Kids Gospel Video  
 
The Message                                                                                  Father Shawn Clerkin   
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally  begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3G_s-a8-No&t=3s
https://youtu.be/GOGVwdYdERQ


buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he  ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one  baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
  

Prayers of the People 
As the sounds, sights, and smells of summer delight our ears, eyes, and noses, let us praise our God saying, “Make 
your word a lantern to my feet and a light upon my path.” God of faith, you called us to share the good news of 
salvation; grant us the gift of faith to fulfill our mission.  We pray for Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and  Shawn.  Make 
your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path. 

 
God of mercy, you called us to live in peace with one another; grant the nation and our leaders the gift of knowing 
what things they ought to do and the grace and power to faithfully accomplish them. We pray for Donald, Thomas, 
Joseph, and Kathy. Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path. 

 
God of hope, you called us to care for your creation; grant us the gift of wisdom to tend the plants yielding seed and 
the trees bearing fruit, the cattle and kine, the creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.  Make your 
word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  

 
God of goodness, you called us to welcome all as you welcome us; grant us the gift of seeing Christ in all people and 
act accordingly for the common good.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  

 
God of grace, you called each of us to be members of the body of Christ; grant the gift of healing to physicians and 
nurses, to priests and counselors, to social workers and deacons, to teachers and their aides, to police and first 
responders, and to all who pray and care for the suffering.  We pray for _____ (share your own intentions).  Make 
your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  

 
God of glory, neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God. Christ Jesus, give 
rest to _____ (share names of those who have passed).  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my 
path.  

 
Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!  We thank you for _____ (offer your own thanksgivings).  Make 
your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  

 
God of hope, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in good times as well 
as bad.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.                            
  
Communion: "Shall we gather by the river?"  

A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
 
The Communion Prayer 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we 
desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we 



may always be united to you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come 
spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you, and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing 
ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all your goodness and 
loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the 
blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with a truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up 
ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ 
my Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, we ask you to 
come to us and fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, the graces we need most. Amen. 
 
Irish Blessing 

May the blessing of light be on you, light without and light within. May the blessed sunshine shine on you and warm 
your heart till it glows like a great peat fire, so that the stranger may come and warm himself at it, and also a 
friend. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen 
  
Go in peace to love and serve Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Closing Hymn: "Christ is the world's true light"     

  

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to add a prayer 
request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at church@ststephens-fairview.org 
Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy.  
  
Kate, Carlota, Judy,  Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, David, Bishop 
Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, 
Donald, Kevin, Don, Karen, Rich, Brian, Kenneth, Ava,  Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Mitch, Don, Marg, 
Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; 
Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family, and all the healthcare workers, first responders, store workers and their 
families.  

"Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong." 

-1 Corinthians 16:13 

 


