
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, 
July 26th Sunday Service 

Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  Below is the Service for the Eighth Sunday after 
Pentecost.  Father Shawn has recorded the Service at St. Stephens and Kate has added the music to 
the service video.  When you click on the link below, it will take you to YouTube where you can 
watch the full service and sing along to the hymns.  The Service information is also written below 
for you to follow along. To watch the Message, you can click on "The Message" below and you will 
be taken to YouTube to watch the Message.   
 
Today is the Eighth Sunday of Pentecost and in the Gospel this week (Matthew 13:31-33, 44-
52), Jesus is again teaching in parables.  What is a parable you might ask?   A parable is a simple story 
used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson, as told by Jesus in the Gospels.  In the book of Matthew 
there are 23 parables. Wow!  The parables this week are telling us that the Kingdom of Heaven is 
not what we would expect. For instance, God does amazing things with things that are small, God 
does the unexpected, and that God is doing a new thing with both the old and the new.  These are 
earthly stories that have real heavenly meanings.  As Father Shawn Clerkin said in the Message this 
week, "May we brothers and sisters continue to hear new things, see new life, to be embracing and 
appreciative in celebration of all the wonders that God continues to provide for us in creation.  And 
may we preach and evangelize, and assert the newness of Gods love in every moment in our lives." 
 
Father God, thank you for the beauty in creation, for the sunrises and sunsets, the lakes and the 
oceans and the people of this world.  Each day we come to you in gratitude for loving us, providing 
for us, giving us strength, and giving us a community in which we can share your love with 
others.  We lift those up in prayer who are hurting, who need healing, strength, peace, wisdom and 
restoration.  Father God, guide our paths this week and provide us with opportunities to show your 
goodness to others.  In your loving name, Amen.   
 
Blessings!                                                 
 
Service Video 
 
Opening Hymn: "Guide me, O thou great Jehovah" (to sing along, please watch the video 
above) 
 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.     
The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass 
through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The First Reading                                                       Genesis 29:15-28 
Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell 

https://youtu.be/e71XvY-tCO8


me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and 
the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. 
Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” 
Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with 
me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the 
love he had for her. 
Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” So 
Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he took his 
daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his 
daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What 
is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived 
me?” Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. 
Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another 
seven years.” Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a 
wife. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 
The Response                                                                  Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 
1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; * make known his deeds among the peoples. 
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * and speak of all his marvelous works. 
3 Glory in his holy Name; * let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; * continually seek his face. 
5 Remember the marvels he has done, * his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * O children of Jacob his chosen. 
7 He is the Lord our God; * his judgments prevail in all the world. 
8 He has always been mindful of his covenant, * the promise he made for a thousand 
generations: 
9 The covenant he made with Abraham, * the oath that he swore to Isaac, 
10 Which he established as a statute for Jacob, * an everlasting covenant for Israel, 
11 Saying, "To you will I give the land of Canaan *to be your allotted inheritance." 
45b Hallelujah! 
 
The Epistle                                                              Romans 8:26-39 
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according 
to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he 
predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified 
he also glorified. 
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not 
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything 
else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It 
is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 
intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 



 
“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn: "My faith looks up to thee"  (to sing along, please watch the service 
video)                                             
The Gospel                                                              Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 
the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.” 
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed 
in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his 
joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of 
great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every 
kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out 
the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every 
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings 
out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Kids Gospel Video  
 
The Message                                                                                          Father Shawn Clerkin   
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally  begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TY89DzlwbN4
https://youtu.be/hS3AYlMt5SY


was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he  ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one  baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
  
Prayers of the People 
As the sounds, sights, and smells of summer delight our ears, eyes, and noses, let us praise our God 
saying, “Make your word a lantern to my feet and a light upon my path.” God of faith, you called us 
to share the good news of salvation; grant us the gift of faith to fulfill our mission.  We pray for 
Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and  Shawn.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon 
my path. 
 
God of mercy, you called us to live in peace with one another; grant the nation and our leaders the 
gift of knowing what things they ought to do and the grace and power to faithfully accomplish them. 
We pray for Donald, Thomas, Joseph, and Kathy. Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light 
upon my path. 
 
God of hope, you called us to care for your creation; grant us the gift of wisdom to tend the plants 
yielding seed and the trees bearing fruit, the cattle and kine, the creeping things and wild animals of 
the earth of every kind.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of goodness, you called us to welcome all as you welcome us; grant us the gift of seeing Christ 
in all people and act accordingly for the common good.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a 
light upon my path.  
 
God of grace, you called each of us to be members of the body of Christ; grant the gift of healing to 
physicians and nurses, to priests and counselors, to social workers and deacons, to teachers and their 
aides, to police and first responders, and to all who pray and care for the suffering.  We pray for 
_____ (share your own intentions).  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of glory, neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God. Christ Jesus, give rest to _____ (share names of those who have passed).  Make your word 
a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!  We thank you for _____ (offer your own 
thanksgivings).  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my path.  
 
God of hope, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in 
good times as well as bad.  Make your word a lantern to my feet, and a light upon my 
path.                            
  
Communion: "Sweet hour of prayer" (to sing along, please watch the service video)    



A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
  
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now 
being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body 
with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you, and, since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself with you, and embrace 
you with all the love of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live in you, and may 
you live in me, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, I, your unworthy servant, give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to me and to all whom you have made. I bless you for my creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, I pray, give me such an awareness of your mercies, that with a truly thankful heart I may show 
forth your praise, not only with my lips, but in my life, by giving up my self to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all my days; through Jesus Christ my Lord,to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen 
 
Jesus, I want to receive you in my heart and I cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, I ask 
you to come to me and fill me with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant me, Lord, the 
graces I need most. Amen. 
  
Go in peace to love and serve Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn: "God of our Fathers" (to sing along, please watch the service video)    

Prayers 

Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to 
add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at 
church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy.  
  



Kate, Carlota, Judy,  Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, 
David, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, 
Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Donald, Kevin, Don, Karen, Rich, Brian, Kenneth, Ava,  Mary 
Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers 
Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family, and all the 
healthcare workers, first responders, store workers and their families.  

 
“Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, 
live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.” -Corinthians 13:11 

 


