
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 
October 4th Sunday Service 

Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  Below is the Service for the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost.   For 
those watching online, Father Shawn has recorded the Message and you can click on the songs below to listen to Kate 
singing the Hymns.  If you would like to watch the Service Live, you can do so on our St. Stephen's Facebook Page at 12 
PM.  For those attending the Outdoor Worship Service on Sunday, October 4, 2020 please follow these instructions for 
everyone's safety:  

 We ask that attendees walk around the west side of the building (the nursery school side) to enter our outdoor 
worship area. This will allow for easy entry and exit along with plenty of parking. 

 There will be a table near the garden that you will need to stop at. There will be hand sanitizer for all attendees to 
use and an usher will collect your contact information. A box will be available on this table for the offertory 
collection (we will not be passing a basket during the service). 

  Please bring your own chair or blanket. Church chairs will not be available. 
 Families must social distance on the lawn by 6 feet and areas will be marked by spray paint on the lawn. 
 Masks are required and we will have some masks for those that may have forgotten to bring one. 
 We will not pass the peace and ask that attendees refrain from physical contact (hugging, handshakes, touching). 
 There will be no singing, the church service music will be instrumental or pre-recorded. 
 The playground will be closed 
 There will be no coffee hour. The Zoom Coffee Hour will take place on the Sundays when there is no outside 

worship service. 
 Bathroom use is discouraged. The bathroom by the sacristy will be available for emergencies only. The remainder 

of the church building will be closed. 
 No prayer books or hymnals will be available. 
 The Bulletin will be available electronically and we encourage you to download it for use during the service. Some 

paper copies will be available, but you will have to take the bulletin home to dispose of it. 

In the event of poor weather, the service will be cancelled. We will notify you via email and also put the cancellation on our 
Facebook Page and Facebook Group. You may also contact Claire Wachter 717-448-0506 to find out if the service is 
cancelled.   
 
In the Gospel this week (Matthew 21: 33-46)  Jesus is telling yet another parable about the Two Tenants.  This parable is 
teaching us about God's goodness, God's patience, God's will, and reminding us that Jesus is  the cornerstone.  What is a 
cornerstone you may ask?  It is a stone that joins two walls together in a building which form the base.  The cornerstone is 
the place where a building is joined, it is a place where the building rests, and is a key part of the construction and stability of 
a building.    Jesus is our cornerstone, giving us a firm foundation and supporting us.  HE is our strength when we are weak, 
our anchor in storms, and the giver of peace.  HE is the true foundation and we are called to be teachers of HIS ways and 
HIS truths doing our part for the kingdom of God.  
 
Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us your Son Jesus.  We thank you and praise you for who you are and what you mean 
to us.  Thank you for your strength, your power, your grace, your mercy, and your forgiveness.   And thank you for being our 
cornerstone, our anchor, and our rock.  We pray that you would keep us healthy and help us to care for one another.  Draw 
us close to you,  walk with us this week, and continue to reveal the path you have for us.  It is in your precious name we say, 
Amen.   
 

Blessings!                                                 
 
Facebook Live 
Opening Hymn: "All Things Bright and Beautiful" 
 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.    

  

The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or 

https://www.facebook.com/ststephensfairview/
https://mcusercontent.com/76149f07ffb543de12d88aa77/files/da2ab870-3f65-4940-8db4-71684eaf0ce2/All_Things_Bright_and_Beautiful.01.mp3


deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving 
us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.    Amen. 

 

The First Reading                                                           Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
Then God spoke all these words: 
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods 
before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for 
the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall 
labor and do all your work. Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your 
God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. When all the people witnessed the thunder and 
lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and 
said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, 
“Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.” 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  

 

The Response                                                                            Psalm 19 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
2 One day tells its tale to another, * and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

3 Although they have no words or language, * and their voices are not heard, 
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * and their message to the ends of the world.  

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a 
champion to run its course. 
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; * nothing is 
hidden from its burning heat. 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; * the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the 
innocent. 
8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; * the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives 
light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; * the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 Who can tell how often he offends? * cleanse me from my secret faults. 

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; * then shall I be whole 
and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, * O Lord, my 
strength and my redeemer. 
 
The Epistle                                                                                    Philippians 3:4b-14 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people 
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 
regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I 
may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn: "How Firm a Foundation"  

                                             

https://mcusercontent.com/76149f07ffb543de12d88aa77/files/fef15112-11aa-4961-86f3-9137e09bf68e/How_firm_a_foundation.01.m4a


The Gospel                                                              Matthew 21:33-46 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine 
press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had 
come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent 
his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the 
heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
‘The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the 
kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted 
to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Kids Gospel Video 
The Message                                                                                                                 Father Shawn Clerkin   
  

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe 

in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

  

Prayers of the People  
Leader:     As grain and grapes ripen and are gathered, let us pray, saying, “Send out your light and your truth, O God, that 
they may lead us.” 
 
Leader:     God of guidance, direct and rule the hearts of us and of the leaders of our church that in our mission, we faithfully 
seek whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, whatever is excellent, and whatever is worthy of praise.  We pray for Justin,  Michael,  Sean, Cathy 
and Shawn.  Send out your light and your truth, O God, 
People:   That they may lead us. 
 
Leader:   God of power and might, show the leaders and people of the world how to live in harmony with one another and 
peaceably with all. Teach us not to be overcome by evil, but to overcome evil with good. We pray for Donald, Thomas, 
Kathy, and Joseph.  Send out your light and your truth, O God, 
People:  That they may lead us. 
 
Leader:  God of creation, you turn atoms into molecules, cells into blastulas, joining and dividing to form planets and 
amoebas, bristle-cone pines and people, birds and butterflies—all  of infinite variety and diversity.  Grant us never to cease 
at the wonder of wind, water and rainbows, and make us work in faith and labor in love in your vineyards.  Send out your 
light and your truth, O God, 
People:  That they may lead us. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5JYinZ0GOs
https://youtu.be/mkFT6K2nsIo
https://youtu.be/mkFT6K2nsIo


Leader:  God of compassion, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity and guide us so along right pathways that we 
will give food to the hungry and drink to the thirsty; that we will welcome the stranger and clothe the naked; and that we will 
care for the sick and visit those in prison.   Send out your light and your truth, O God, 
People:  That they may lead us. 
 
Leader:    God of mercy, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and of great kindness.  We are the people of 
your pasture and the sheep of your hand.  Heal, we pray _____. (insert your own intentions)  Send out your light and your 
truth, O God, 
People:   That they may lead us. 
 
Leader:   God of hope, you weep with those who weep and wipe away the tears from all faces. Jesus died and rose again, 
and on the last day God will bring with him those who have died.  We pray for the souls of _____. (insert names of those 
who have passed)  Send out your light and your truth, O God, 
People:    That they may lead us. 
 
Leader:    Let us be glad and rejoice and give thanks to our God for _____. (insert your own thanksgivings)  Send out your 
light and your truth, O God, 
People:     That they may lead us. 
 
Leader:    God of love, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in good times as 
well as bad.  Send out your light and your truth, O God, 
People:    That they may lead us. 
 
(The celebrant inserts a collect ) 

Celebrant:    The Peace of God be always with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
                   

Communion: "God of Our Fathers"  

A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 

 

The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to 

offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to 

you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves 

with you, and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and may 

you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-

kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but 

above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the 

hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with a truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 

praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and 

righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout 

all ages. Amen. 

 

Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, we ask you to come to us and 

https://mcusercontent.com/76149f07ffb543de12d88aa77/files/334f5133-dc8e-40c4-a8e9-ad5ddb8c512f/God_of_our_fathers_1_.mp3


fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, the graces we need most. Amen. 

 

Bishop's Blessing 
  
Go in peace to love and serve Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn: "Christ Whose Glory Fills The Sky"     

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to add a prayer request to the list, 

please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be 

added to the list due to privacy.  

  

Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, David, John, Bishop 

Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, 

Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Mitch, Marj, Don, 

Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and 

Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family.  
 

“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn 
from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and 

My burden is light.” -Matthew 11:28-30 
 

https://mcusercontent.com/76149f07ffb543de12d88aa77/files/990c27a8-4fdc-40c2-9fe3-b4da852421a2/Christ_whose_glory_fills_the_skies.mp3

