
                                          Easter Sunday – April 4, 2021 
 
Opening Hymn                                        Christ is Alive vs. 1-3                           Hymn 182 
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. His cross stands  
empty to the sky.  Let streets and homes with 
praises ring.  His love in death shall never die.   
 
Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant  
years in Palestine, he comes to claim the  
here and now and conquer every place and time.  
 
Not throned above, remotely high, untouched,  
unmoved by human pains, but daily in the  
midst of life, our Savior with the Father reigns.  
  
 

The Word of God 
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People  The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The Celebrant says 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The following canticle said together 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
   and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
   we worship you, we give you thanks, 
   we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
   have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
   receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
   Jesus Christ, 
   with the Holy Spirit, 



   in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us 
the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection, 
may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Old Testament Reading      Isaiah 25:6-9 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,  
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

And he will destroy on this mountain 
the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
the sheet that is spread over all nations;  
he will swallow up death forever. 

Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,  
for the LORD has spoken. 

It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.  
This is the LORD for whom we have waited;  
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 
 
The Psalm        Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  

his mercy endures for ever. 
Let Israel now proclaim,  

"His mercy endures for ever." 
The LORD is my strength and my song,  

and he has become my salvation. 
There is a sound of exultation and victory  

in the tents of the righteous: 
"The right hand of the LORD has triumphed!  

the right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!" 

I shall not die, but live,  
and declare the works of the LORD. 

The LORD has punished me sorely,  
but he did not hand me over to death. 



Open for me the gates of righteousness;  
I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the LORD. 

"This is the gate of the LORD;  
he who is righteous may enter." 

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me  
and have become my salvation. 

The same stone which the builders rejected  
has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the LORD's doing,  
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

On this day the LORD has acted;  
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
 
The Epistle               Acts 10:34-43 
Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You 
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. 
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on 
a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to 
us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 
 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Sequence Hymn                                  Christ is Risen (Alleluia) vs 1-3                 Hymn 191 
Alleluia, alleluia! Hearts and voices heavenward raise: 
sing to God a hymn of gladness, sing to God a hymn of praise.  
He, who on the cross a victim, for the world’s salvation bled, 
Jesus Christ, King of glory, now is risen from the dead.   
 
Now the iron bars are broken, Christ from death to life is born,  
glorious life, and life immortal, on his resurrection morn.  
Christ has triumphed, and we conquer by his mighty enterprise:  
we with him to life eternal by his resurrection rise.  
 
Christ is risen, Christ, first fruits of the holy harvest field,  
which will all its full abundance at his second coming yield: 
then the golden ears of harvest will their heads before him wave,  
ripened by his glorious sunshine from the furrows of the grave.  
  



The Gospel         Mark 16:1-8 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week, when the 
sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which 
was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, 
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do 
not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is 
not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from 
the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid. 
 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 
The Message                    Fr. Shawn Clerkin 
  
 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen.  
 
 
Prayers of the People – Easter – Year B 
Leader As snowdrops and crocus give way to daffodils and tulips, as fruit-trees veil 

themselves in white and pink, and as eagles soar and swallows swoop, let us pray to 
our creator, saying, “If we love one another, God lives in us.” 

 



 God of Light, kindle in our hearts the fire of the twelve that we, too, may love, not 
only in word or speech, but also in truth and action.  We pray for Justin, Michael, 
Sean, Cathy, and Shawn.  If we love one another,  

 
People God lives in us. 
 
Leader God of Power, grant the leaders of this and other nations the courage to show forth 

in their lives what they profess by their faith.  We pray for Joseph, Thomas, Joe, and 
Kathy.   If we love one another,  

 
People God lives in us. 
 
Leader God of Redemption, teach us not to doubt but to believe that by the Holy Spirit 

working in us we may meet fear with faith, pain with comfort, indifference with care, 
despair with prayer, and hate with love.  Teach us not to doubt but to believe that 
martyrs do not die in vain; that addicts can be cured; that nature can be restored; that 
refugees can find a home; and that God’s love embraces us all. If we love one 
another,  

 
People God lives in us. 
 
Leader God of Hope, give us grace to turn around with Mary Magdalene and see Jesus 

standing there in the midst of our community among the wheelchair-bound and the 
joggers; among those who wait at the social security office and those who work the 
factory floor; among school children with heavy backpacks and parents with heavy 
hearts; and among those we choose not to see.  If we love one another,  

 
People God lives in us. 
 
Leader God of Mercy, you are the shepherd and we are your flock, tend those among us that 

suffer in body, mind, or spirit that they and their caregivers may feel the healing 
power of your grace.  We pray for _____.   If we love one another,  

 
People God lives in us. 
 
Leader God of Love, you lead us beside still waters and revive our souls.  Receive the souls 

of our departed and raise them up in glory that they may dwell in your house forever.  
We pray for _____.  If we love one another,  

 
People God lives in us. 
 
Leader Sing to our God a new song, for he has done marvelous things. We thank you for 

______.  If we love one another,  
 
People God lives in us. 
 
Leader Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving 

presence in good times as well as bad.  If we love one another,  



 
People God lives in us. 
 
Leader Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept 

the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

 
People: Amen. 
 
 
The Peace 
Celebrant:  The Peace of God be always with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
            
        
Communion Hymn                             The Day of Resurrection                        Hymn 210 
The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God.  
From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky,  
our Christ hath brought us over with hymns of victory.  
 
Our hearts be pure from evil, that we may see a right 
the Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light; 
and, listening to his accents, may hear so calm and plain 
his own “All hail!” and, hearing, may raise the victor strain.  
 
Now let the heavens be joyful, let the earth her song being,  
the round world keep high triumph, and all that is there in;  
let all things seen and unseen their notes together blend,  
for Christ the Lord is risen, our joy that hath no end.          
 
 

The Holy Communion 
The presanctified Holy Communion is brought to the altar [or is shared]. While the Holy Eucharist normally includes 
the Eucharistic Prayer, with the commemoration of the Lord's Supper and the offering, blessing, and consecration of 
the bread and wine to become the Body and Blood of Christ, today we are sharing the elements that have been blessed 
and consecrated during an earlier service. Sometimes this is referred to as a "Deacon's Mass," "Distribution from the 
Pre-Sanctified," or "Communion under Special Circumstances. The wafer can be accessed by peeling back the top 
plastic layer; the grape juice can be consumed after peeling back the foil layer. As the bread and juice have become our 
Holy Communion, please be sure to respectfully care for the containers in which they were given to you. Any remains of 
wafer or juice should be rinsed and poured onto the ground before you dispose of the plastic vessel. 
 
Let us pray in the words our Savior Christ has taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed by thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 



      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant then says the following Invitation 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The Sacrament is administered with the following or other words 
 
The Body [and Blood] of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.  [Amen.] 
 
The Celebrant the says the following post communion prayer 
 
Gracious Father, we give you praise and thanks for this Holy Communion of the  Body and Blood 
of your beloved Son Jesus Christ, the pledge of our redemption; and we pray that it may bring us 
forgiveness of our sins, strength in our weakness, and everlasting salvation; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
An Irish Blessing 
May love and laughter light your days, 
and warm your heart and home. 
May good and faithful friends be yours, 
wherever you may roam. 
May peace and plenty bless your world 
with joy that long endures. 
May all life's passing seasons 
bring the best to you and yours. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty,  
╬ Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of the Risen Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People:   Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 



Closing Hymn                            Jesus Christ is Risen Today                                    Hymn 207 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 

our triumph holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!  

 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 

now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia! 

where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to 
add a prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at 

church@ststephens-fairview.org .  Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy.  
  

Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, 
David, John, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, 

Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, 
Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Marj, Don, Maddie, Gloria, Jack, Mary, Bud, 
Stan, Keith, Tim, Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her family, 

Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and 
his family.  

 
 

 

Happy Easter St. Stephen’s Family and Friends.  Thank you for joining us today! 

 

 

 

 

  


