
Hello St. Stephen’s Family and Friends!  

We are so excited to announce our Reopening Plan for St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.  We 
can’t wait to see you, but want to make sure we all stay safe and healthy.  Our plan is to reopen 
in 3 phases: 

Phase 1: Outdoor Worship without communion 
Phase 2: Indoor Worship without communion 
Phase 3: Indoor Worship with communion 

The information in this letter pertains to Phase 1.  Phase 2 and 3 will be developed when it is 
safer to resume indoor worship. 

We are happy to announce that we will have an outdoor church service on Sunday, 
August 9th at 9 am.  We are so blessed to have a beautiful outdoor space at St. Stephen’s.  We 
will be worshiping together outside with Morning Prayer (without communion) on the north lawn, 
by the columbarium.  We do want to make the service as safe as possible so we ask that you 
follow these important guidelines: 

● We ask that attendees walk around the west side of the building (the nursery school 
side) to enter our outdoor worship area. This will allow for easy entry and exit along with 
plenty of parking.  

● There will be a table near the garden that you will need to stop at. There will be hand 
sanitizer for all attendees to use and an usher will collect your contact information.  A 
box will be available on this table for the offertory collection (we will not be passing a 
basket during the service). 

● Please bring your own chair or blanket.  Church chairs will not be available. 
● Families must social distance on the lawn by 6 feet and areas will be marked by spray 

paint on the lawn. 
● Masks are required and we will have some masks for those that may have forgotten to 

bring one.  
● We will not pass the peace and ask that attendees refrain from physical contact 

(hugging, handshakes, touching).  
● There will be no singing, the church service music will be instrumental or pre-recorded.  
● The playground will be closed 
● There will be no coffee hour.  The Zoom Coffee Hour will take place on the Sundays 

when there is no outside worship service.  
● Bathroom use is discouraged. The bathroom by the sacristy will be available for 

emergencies only.   The remainder of the church building will be closed.  
● No prayer books or hymnals will be available.  
● The Bulletin will be available electronically and we encourage you to download it for use 

during the service. Some paper copies will be available, but you will have to take the 
bulletin home to dispose of it.  



● In the event of poor weather, the service will be cancelled.  We will notify you via email 
and also put the cancellation on our Facebook Page and Facebook Group. You may 
also contact Claire Wachter 717-448-0506 to find out if the service is cancelled. 

● We will continue our online services and programs. If you feel that in-person church 
worship is not for you at this time, we completely understand.  

Our plan is ever evolving and we will be sure to keep you updated.  Thank you all for being a 
part of St. Stephen’s, we love you, pray that you continue to be blessed and can’t wait to see 
what God has in store for us during this season.  

Blessings,  
Father Shawn Clerkin and the Bishop’s Committee 

 

 *Please note, the CDC and the Diocese recommends that people over 65 and those with 
underlying medical conditions that put them at greater risk for the virus should stay home. If you 
have symptoms of COVID-19 (such as fever, cough, shortness of breath, loss of taste or smell) 
or have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, please stay home. If you have traveled, or 
plan to travel, to an area where there are high amounts of COVID-19 cases, it is recommended 
that you stay at home for 14 days upon return to Pennsylvania. If you travel to the following 
states, it is recommended that you quarantine for 14 days upon return: Alabama, Arizona, 
Arkansas, California, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Nevada, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah and Wyoming.  
 


