
Last Sunday after Pentecost, Christ the King Sunday, 
November 22, 2020 Sunday Service 

Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  Below is the Service for the Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King 

Sunday, November 22, 2020.     We will continue our Online Worship Services per the directive from Bishop Sean Rowe that all In 

Person Worship Services are suspended through the end of December 2020.     If you would like to watch the service online,  click on 

"The Service" link below.  Father Shawn and Kate have put together a wonderful service video.     

 

in the Gospel this week (Matthew 25:31-46),Jesus is teaching to those around him about what each of us is called to do each and every 

day.  We are to treat each person we meet as if they are Jesus and that they should be given the same respect and honor as Jesus.  We are 

called to care for those that are marginalized and to continue to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the world.  As Father Shawn said in his 

Message, "That is what God demands of us.....So we will follow Christ's invitation,  we will do Christ's mandate,  we will continue to 

reach out to others, and we'll reach out to everybody,  because when we do we are caring for God and we are caring for God's people."  

 

Heavenly Father, we are so thankful for your love, all that you do for us, and all that you provide for us. Help us to keep our eyes and 

ears open so that we will recognize opportunities to serve those in need and to be your hands and feet in our community.  We pray this 

week for guidance, wisdom, healing, and a growing desire to be still and draw closer to you.  We thank you and we love you, Amen.     
 
Blessings!                                                 
 
The Service Video 
Opening Hymn: " When morning glids the skies" 
 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires know, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your Holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 
The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under 

his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The First Reading                                                                           Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when 
they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have 
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and 
in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their 
pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will 
bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I 
will feed them with justice. 
Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you 
pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I 
will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 
And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  

 

The Response                                                                                Psalm  100 
1 Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song. 
2 Know this: The Lord himself is God; * he himself has made us, and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of 
his pasture. 
3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; * give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
4 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; * and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
The Epistle                                                                                                               Ephesians 1:15-23 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give 

https://youtu.be/FwEO2FWTl6k


thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what 
is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this 
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above 
all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age 
to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn: "The church's one foundation"  

                                             

The Gospel                                                              Matthew 25:31-46 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 
All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at 
his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 
me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave 
you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left 
hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and 
you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked 
and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it 
that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go 
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Kids Gospel Video 
The Message                                                                                                                              Father Shawn Clerkin   
  

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe 

in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

  

Prayers of the People  
Leader:  As days and nights are balanced between the past and the future and darkness awaits us, let us pray to our God, 
 
Leader: God of liberating power, pour upon Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and Shawn the abundance of your wisdom that 
they will boldly proclaim to all people the Good News of salvation.  The law of the Lord is perfect, 
People: and revives the soul 
  
Leader:  God of absolute authority, pour upon Donald, Thomas, Joseph, Kathy and other leaders of our nation the 
abundance of sound judgment that their decisions will be whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever 
is pure, whatever is pleasing, and whatever is commendable.  The fear of the Lord is clean,  
People:  and endures for ever. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubBFt4gINNc
https://youtu.be/xHYcyOllpWY
https://youtu.be/xHYcyOllpWY


Leader:  God of unlimited creativity, pour the abundance of your hope upon refugees and those they left behind; upon 
victims of hurricanes and fires and those who come to their aid; upon prisoners and captives, and those who guard them; 
upon those whose fate is unknown and those who pray for them.  The testimony of the Lord is sure, 
People:  and gives wisdom to the innocent 
  
Leader:  God of boundless grace, pour the abundance of your love upon all the saints in our community: janitors, doctors, 
table servers, monarchs, shepherds, teachers, soldiers, teens, businessmen, children, secretaries, priests, and those four-
legged, comforting beasts.  The commandment of the Lord is clear, 
People:  and gives light to the eyes. 
  
Leader:  God of everlasting compassion, pour the abundance of your mercy upon those who suffer and those in any trouble, 
especially _____. (please insert your own prayers)  The statutes of the Lord are just 
People:  and rejoice the heart. 
  
Leader: God of ceaseless joy, we thank you for _____. (please insert your own prayers)  Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; 
People:  We will serve the Lord with gladness. 
  
Leader: Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 
belongs.  Welcome your children _____.  (please insert the names of those whose memories you honor) Eternal rest grant 
them, O God,  
People:  and let your eternal light shine upon them. 
 
Leader:  Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in good times as well 
as bad.  The judgments of the Lord are true 
People:  and righteous altogether. 

(The celebrant inserts a collect ) 

Celebrant:    The Peace of God be always with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
                   

Communion: "O worship the King"  

A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 

 

The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to 

offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the earnest wish that we may always be united to 

you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves 

with you, and embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and may 

you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-

kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but 

above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the 

hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with a truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 

praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and 

righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout 

all ages. Amen. 

 



Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, we ask you to come to us and 

fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, the graces we need most. Amen. 

  
Irish Blessing  
 
Go in peace to love and serve Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn: "Now thank we all our God"   
                                                                                             

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to add a prayer request to the list, 

please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be 

added to the list due to privacy.  

  

Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, David, John, Bishop 

Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, 

Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, Kenneth, Mary Jane, Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Mitch, Marj, Don, 

Maddie, Peter, Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean and her family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary 

Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel and Mary; Chad and his family.  
 

"Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be 
thankful." -Colossians 3:15 

 


