
Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost, 
November 15, 2020 Sunday Service 

Good afternoon St. Stephen's Family and Friends!  Below is the Service for the Twenty-Fourth Sunday after 
Pentecost, November 15, 2020.     We will continue our Online Worship Services per the directive from 
Bishop Sean Rowe that all In Person Worship Services are suspended through the end of December 
2020.     If you would like to watch the service online, click on "The Service" link below.  Father Shawn and 
Kate have put together a wonderful service video.     
 
In the Gospel this week (Matthew 25:14-30),  Jesus is teaching the Parable of the Talents.  God has given us 
many blessing and abilities and he wants us to use them to serve Him and one another.  We are not called to 
hide, bury, or hoard away the gifts given to us.  God wants us to use our talents, treasures, and abilities and 
share them with others.   These talents may be teaching, hospitality,  leadership, discernment, serving, giving 
and encouragement.  It doesn't matter what  talents or abilities you have, God sees them as important and 
God gave these special talents and abilities to YOU!   What we must do is find out how to use them and 
share them to bless others and to glorify God.   
 
 Father God, thank you for loving us.  Thank you for all the talents and abilities you have gifted to each one 
of us.  We pray that you would help us to see how you would like us to use these gifts to glorify you.  And 
that by sharing our gifts, we are able to make a difference in our community and with each other.  Father 
God, we pray for your protection, healing, comfort, and for your peace that surpasses all understanding. We 
are so thankful and grateful for you.    It is in your loving name we say, Amen.   
 
Blessings!                                                 
 
 
The Service Video 
Opening Hymn: " Christ is made the sure foundation " 
 
Collect for Purity (BCP 355) 
Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of 
your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that 
we may come to those ineffable joys that you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen.    
  
The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The First Reading                                                                           Judges 4:1-7 
The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. So the Lord sold them into 
the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived 
in Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of 
iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years. 
At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit under the palm of 
Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for 
judgment. She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, 
“The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand 
from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to 

https://youtu.be/iK9hAPdrnjU


meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.’” 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  
 
The Response                                                                                Psalm  123 
1 To you I lift up my eyes, * to you enthroned in the heavens. 
2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, * and the eyes of a maid to the hand of 
her mistress, 
3 So our eyes look to the Lord our God, * until he show us his mercy. 
4 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, * for we have had more than enough of contempt, 
5 Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, * and of the derision of the proud. 
 
The Epistle                                                                                                      1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to 
you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they 
say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise 
you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 
So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at 
night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on 
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for 
wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are 
awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed 
you are doing. 
 
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Sequence Hymn: "Savior, like a shepherd lead us "  
                   
                           
The Gospel                                                              Matthew 25:14-30 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to 
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 
The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 
In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the 
one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of 
those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 
more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a 
few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the 
two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two 
more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a 
few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where 
you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent 
in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, 
did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested 
my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take 



the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, 
and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 
As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Kids Gospel Video 
The Message                                                                                                                              Father Shawn 
Clerkin   
  
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he 
is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
  
Prayers of the People  
Leader:  As days and nights are balanced between the past and the future and darkness awaits us, let us pray 
to our God, 
 
Leader: God of liberating power, pour upon Justin, Michael, Sean, Cathy, and Shawn the abundance of your 
wisdom that they will boldly proclaim to all people the Good News of salvation.  The law of the Lord is 
perfect, 
People: and revives the soul 
  
Leader:  God of absolute authority, pour upon Donald, Thomas, Joseph, Kathy and other leaders of our 
nation the abundance of sound judgment that their decisions will be whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, and whatever is commendable.  The fear of the Lord 
is clean,  
People:  and endures for ever. 
  
Leader:  God of unlimited creativity, pour the abundance of your hope upon refugees and those they left 
behind; upon victims of hurricanes and fires and those who come to their aid; upon prisoners and captives, 
and those who guard them; upon those whose fate is unknown and those who pray for them.  The testimony 
of the Lord is sure, 
People:  and gives wisdom to the innocent 
  
Leader:  God of boundless grace, pour the abundance of your love upon all the saints in our community: 
janitors, doctors, table servers, monarchs, shepherds, teachers, soldiers, teens, businessmen, children, 
secretaries, priests, and those four-legged, comforting beasts.  The commandment of the Lord is clear, 
People:  and gives light to the eyes. 
  
Leader:  God of everlasting compassion, pour the abundance of your mercy upon those who suffer and those 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNH4IjGWI-8
https://youtu.be/PztXpuuFLKs


in any trouble, especially _____. (please insert your own prayers)  The statutes of the Lord are just 
People:  and rejoice the heart. 
  
Leader: God of ceaseless joy, we thank you for _____. (please insert your own prayers)  Be joyful in the Lord, all 
you lands; 
People:  We will serve the Lord with gladness. 
  
Leader: Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the 
kingdom of God belongs.  Welcome your children _____.  (please insert the names of those whose memories you 
honor) Eternal rest grant them, O God,  
People:  and let your eternal light shine upon them. 
 
Leader:  Holy God, we give this week into your hands.  Make us ever mindful of your loving presence in 
good times as well as bad.  The judgments of the Lord are true 
People:  and righteous altogether. 

(The celebrant inserts a collect ) 

Celebrant:    The Peace of God be always with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
                   
Communion: "All creatures of our God and King"  

 

A Form for Spiritual Communion 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 
 
The Communion Prayer 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is now being 
celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies with the 
earnest wish that we may always be united to you, and, since we cannot now receive you sacramentally, we 
beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you, and embrace you with all the 
love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, and may you live in us, both in 
this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of 



the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us 
such an awareness of your mercies, that with a truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only 
with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness 
and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Jesus, we want to receive you in our hearts and we cannot do it in the sacramental way. Therefore, we ask you 
to come to us and fill us with your presence, your peace and your love. Grant us, Lord, the graces we need 
most. Amen. 
  
Irish Blessing  
 
Go in peace to love and serve Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Hymn: "Love divine, all loves excelling  "   
                                                                                             
 

Prayers 
Each week we remember members of our congregation or others in need of prayer. If you wish to add a 
prayer request to the list, please contact Heather Michel, our Director of Communication at 
church@ststephens-fairview.org Only first names will be added to the list due to privacy.  
  
Carlota, Judy, Michelle, Patty, Maddy, Gerry, Mike, Anna May, John, Marlene, Alicia, Dotte, Harper, David, 
John, Bishop Persico, Deborah, Lisa, Max, Tricia, Kathy, Anna, Mahal, Kate, Evie, Kimberly, Nancy, Julie, 
Kelsey, Mary Francis, James, Karen, Donald, Kevin, Don, Rich, Karen, Amy, Brian, Kenneth, Mary Jane, 
Cynthia, Anthony, Ben, Stevie, Mitch, Marj, Don, Joyce and her children; Linda and Brian, Jean and her 
family, Sue and her family, Paul and his caregivers Mary Frances and Sallie, Craig and his caregivers; Daniel 
and Mary; Chad and his family.  

 
 

"Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith. -Hebrews 12:1-2   

 


