
THE GOOD NEWS 
July 16,  2020 
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From the Pastor ….. 
I can remember times in my childhood when the family was late or in heavily trafficked areas where navigating with small chil-
dren (my brother and I) was very difficult. My mother and father would look at us and say, “keep up” or “stay with us.” As they 
peeled through the chaos, we’d get behind or it would get more chaotic. That’s when they would typically end up grabbing our 
hand and yanking us in a million different directions until we were out of the disorienting crowd or arriving at our destination. 
As a child, I remember those moments. As a parent, I’ve experienced those moments. 
 

This pandemic feels like that -- chaos. I think everyone is so frustrated because they want a perfect solution and it doesn’t exist. 
They want to look to previous experience which no one has. They turn to experts and colleagues to seek some direction, and 
they get conflicting reports. Instead of acknowledging that there’s not a perfect solution or a good way to do anything these 
days, we argue over who is taking it seriously enough and who is not. Anxiety and frustration run rampant. I want to ask you as 
a church to not get caught up in all of that. Let’s not take our frustration over chaos out on each other. 
 

What’s the most important thing that I learned from my parents dragging me through chaos? Consequently, what’s the most 
important thing that I learn when dragging my children through chaos? It doesn’t matter how you get from point A to point B as 
long as you get there TOGETHER. Everything else makes for an interesting story that you can tell later. 
 

I’m thankful for a congregation who understands that. We don’t have to have a perfect solution. Sometimes we don’t even have 
a good or acceptable one, but in the end, our driving principle is getting there together. Sometimes we make all of the decisions. 
Sometimes decisions are made for us by leadership or public policy. Nevertheless, let me encourage you to try to remain hopeful 
and joyful in how God can get us to grow through hard situations. When you feel the whiplash of constantly changing situations 
and decisions, as I do frequently these days, pray that God will grant you peace and a renewed sense of faith in God’s promises. 
 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never 
leave you nor forsake you.” - Deuteronomy 31:6 

 

Listed Below Are the Changes for the Immediate Future 
 

Here are the changes that we discussed this past Sunday. We didn’t have time to adjust because of the timing of the Bishop’s 
mandate. However, moving forward we will make the following changes until further notice. I do not make changes to our Sun-
day schedule lightly, but I believe these will make for a better worshiping experience. Here are the changes. 
 

1. The trailer for drive-in church will be set up in front of the northwest entrance of the education wing beginning this Sunday. 

This will accomplish a more centralized location for the worship team as the construction begins on the south end of the parking 
lot. 

2. The drive-in worship service will begin at 9:30 for two reasons. First, the whole parking lot stays in shade until about 10:30. 

As we begin to utilize both sides (because of construction), it will make for cooler conditions for everyone who attends. Second-
ly, 9:30 will give the worship team enough transition time for the 11:00 AM, live-stream service. As it currently stands, the turn-
around time is too abbreviated to work out technical issues and catch our breath. Thank you for your flexibility in making sure 
that all of our worship experiences are done well. 

3. I considered our initial drive-in worship schedule, but my voice doesn’t do very well with three services in a row. I hope 

that’s an understandable reason for the new schedule.  

4. Please continue to stay in your car until you hear otherwise. I know that sitting outside was more enjoyable for some than 

being in their cars, but as the number of cases increase, let’s do the prudent thing, so we can continue to worship together. Re-
member that we were asked to not do drive-in church as well as inside worship in the Bishop’s statement. However, we felt like 
there was no risk to our congregation if we stay in our vehicles. Thank you for your understanding.  

 

NEW SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

9:30 AM – Drive-in Worship in our parking lot 

11:00 AM – Live-stream worship from our sanctuary 

Keith 



PRAYER CONCERNS 

HEALING OF CANCER 

Dorothy & Ed Spencer (parents of John Spencer)  Johnny Clark Bill Caldwell 
Renee King (teacher at Magnolia Heights)  Ali Moore  Mary Oswalt 
Jimmy Hansboro (friend of the Barnards)  Gayle Hillhouse (friend of Signy Givens) 
Katie Hughey (sister-in-law of Turner and Beth Hughey) Sara Ingram-Hitt (mother of Teresa Roberson) 
Proby Dulaney (friend of Bill & Lynda Battle)  Hilda Young (friend of the Tim & Brenda Sexton) 
Thomas McCollum (nephew of Inez McMichael)  Bernadean Taylor Morganti 
Valerie Wilson (daughter of former member Bob Wilson) Kaiden Hughes (friend of Godbold family) 
Gail DeMore (friend of Terry & Clarann Spence)   
    
 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
Luke Lipscomb (son of Mark & Shannon Lipscomb)  Jamie Hogg Melvin McClure 
Vivian & Noel Blankenship (friends of Inez McMichael) Lee Bourland Joe Whitwell 
Albert & Fay Tomlin (friends of Peggy Williams)  Kam Spencer Pat Gabbert 
Owen Torti (grandson of Gene Torti — friend of Glenda Rhodes) Dr. Jim Taylor Kathryn Gabbert 
Barbara Rone (niece of George Rone)  Lindsey Todd David Rhodes 
Frank Collins (friend of Cliff & Nicole O’Conner)  Billie Massey Connie Jo Jenkins 
Ronnie Taylor (friend of Len Durr)   Pat Hughes  
Lisa Lucius (friend of Mary Ann Walker)  Cohen Perkins (grandson of Sarah Perkins) 

Mackie Dettor (friend of Jerry & Ellen Clark)  Steven Dossett (son of Ken Dossett) 
Jerry Dossett (brother of Ken Dossett)   Caleb Alford and sons 
Rich Yager (cousin of Ellen Clark)   Sara Ann Henley 

 

AT HOME 

Jim Coyle  Max & Sue Walker    
  
 

NURSING/RETIREMENT HOME 
Sue Anthony (Providence — mother of Marvin Lishman) Len Durr (Providence) 
George Rone (Providence)   Jessie Anna Puryear (Madison) 
Horace Hankins (Senatobia Health Care & Rehab)  
Bernie Taylor (Germantown—The Village of Germantown)  
 
 

MILITARY SERVICE 
Landon Riley (great-grandson of George Rone) 
David Meacham (son of Bob Meacham) 
Brian Englund (nephew of Val Lyle) 
David Neal (brother of Beth Dickerson) 
Tyler Williams (Korea — cousin of Rhonda Mitrik) 

Bobby Weeks (grandson-in-law of Mr. & Mrs. Robert Eoff) 
Members of Mississippi National Guard Units 

 

Please report to the church office any changes that need to be made to our Prayer List. 

Please contact the church office 
when changes need to be made. 

STEWARDSHIP 
July 12, 2020 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

2020 Operating Budget $602,055.00 

Received to Date  $253,084.28 

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

10:00 a.m. Drive-In Worship 120 

8:45 a.m. Worship XXX 

11:00 a.m. Worship 44 households 

Ephesians 2:14  “He Himself is our peace, who has made both 
one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation. 

Shoebox Ministry 
 

Christmas Shoebox Updates:   

For the shoeboxes, we need boys (ages 3-12) 

underwear in small, medium, large, and x-

large. As school supplies go on sale we can 

use colors, pencils and pencil sharpeners. Look 

for sharpeners in multipacks. 

If it’s more convenient, you may give a dona-

tion and we will pick up the items! Thank you 

for all your help!!! 

Our love and sympathy is  
extended to the family of Audie 
Robertson who passed on  
Monday, July 6. He is survived by 
a sister, Glenda Patterson, and 
several nieces and nephews, and 
special cousins, Terry and Gay 

Bell. Please keep this family in your prayers in the coming 
days. 

 

Online Giving 
Online giving is one of the easiest ways to make a contribution to the 
church. It’s safe and can be set up for a one-time donation or continuous 
giving. You can change it at any time. There is a link at the bottom of our 
webpage that will take you directly to E-Giving. Set up an account and begin 
giving online within minutes. 

 

We have now added the Building Fund so that you can give directly to that 
account. 

 

Using ACH (Electronic Check) as opposed to a Debit transaction 
costs the church less in processing fees. 



Adam and Alysca Webb came Sunday, July 12 to present their son, Sidney Carter Webb,  
for the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 
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Worship & Study Opportunities 
 

Sunday mornings 
 9:30 a.m. in the Parking Lot (tune to 107.5 FM) Stay in your vehicle.   NOTE TIME CHANGE 
 11:00 a.m. Live-Stream 
 
 

Saturday mornings 
 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall, for persons age 20-35 
 
 
 

Zoom Meetings 
 Tuesday Night Women’s Study by Marla Kennedy 
  

 Young Adult SS Class, by Craig Shideler, 7 PM Wednesday nights, a study of Job. 
  

 Pilgrim’s SS Class, Sunday mornings at 8:30 AM, Cristen Barnard, study on the Letters of John. 
  

 Wesley, Joy & Esther Classes, Peggy Williams, 8-:30 a.m. Sunday Mornings, via Zoom 
 A Zoom email invitation will go out this week and if anyone would like to be added to this Zoom, please text Peggy Williams 
 at 662-501-5200 with your name, phone number and email address.    


