
THE GOOD NEWS 
August 5, 2021 
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From the Pastor ….. 
 

I recently changed software programs for one of my specific tasks. As I sat down to go through 
the task it is designed to do; I found myself extremely frustrated. Of course, I didn’t read any 
manuals or do any training. When I did, I knew the new program offered more functionality and 
more power. The funny thing was my response to the frustration.  

 

 

It was twofold. First, I almost paid to reinstate my previous software even though it was less  

capable of the task. While inferior, it was familiar. Secondly, I wanted to bash the new program 
for causing me such distress.  

 

 

Let’s think about those two responses. Despite the benefits, the old seemed more appealing. It 
especially seemed that way in the learning stages. To realize the advantages of any new thing, 
change and growth demand more “initial” investment than staying the same. Secondly, my  

frustration focused on the object of change. 

 

 

Change is often an ugly word in the church. It can fracture communities and ruin preachers.  

Despite its pitfalls, most churches know that change is necessary. The decline of the modern 
church is well documented. However, as one author has said, people will only change when the 
pain of change is less than the pain of staying the same. 

 

 

We are always at a crossroads. Jesus invites us to new life each and every day. The only  

question is whether we will revert to a familiar system with limitations or anticipate what God 
might be trying to get us to accomplish? What source of change irks you the most? Is it a positive 
change or a negative change? If it’s positive, what steps could you take to get through the initial 
implementation of its use?  

 

 

We are at a point of transition around here. Things are not going to be the same. How we  

respond to that change will determine our trajectory for generations to come. For the next year, 
our continued question will be, “what’s next?”  

 
 

Keith  



Remember in Prayer 
 

HEALING OF CANCER 
Bernadean Taylor Morganti  Ali Moore (daughter-in-law of Buck & Twinkie Moore) 
Johnny Clark   Renee King (teacher at Magnolia Heights)  
Thomas McCollum (nephew of Inez McMichael) Sara Ingram-Hitt (mother of Teresa Roberson) 
Jay Barnard (brother of Robert Barnard)    
 
   

FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
Lindsey Todd   Levi & Lindsey Lance (family of Kristen Prince, South Asia) 
Melvin McClure   Luke Lipscomb (son of Mark & Shannon Lipscomb)  

Steven Dossett (son of Ken Dossett) 
     
     
 

AT HOME 

Kathryn & Pat Gabbert  John & Marie Coleman  Sara Ann Henley 
 
  
 

NURSING/REHAB/RETIREMENT HOME 
Len Durr (Providence — Room 111) William Dorr (Providence — father of Jimmy Dorr) 
George Rone (Providence — Room 312) Horace Hankins (Senatobia Health & Rehab)  
Sue Anthony (Providence — mother of Marvin Lishman)  
   
      

MILITARY SERVICE AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 
Landon Riley (great-grandson of George Rone) David Meacham (son of Bob Meacham) 
Brian Englund (nephew of Val Lyle)  David Neal (brother of Beth Dickerson) 
Members of Mississippi National Guard Units  
Members of the Senatobia Police Department  
Members of the Tate County Sheriff’s Department  
Members of the Mississippi Highway Patrol 
 
 

Please report to the church office any changes that 
need to be made to our Prayer List. 

Please contact the church office 
when changes need to be made. 

STEWARDSHIP 

August 2, 2021 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

2020 Operating Budget $610,701.00  

Received to Date (45.97%) $280,752.60 

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

Sunday School  

  

8:45 a.m. Inside Worship 72 

8:45 a.m. Live Stream   

11:00 a.m. Inside Worship 154 

11:00 a.m. Live Stream   

  

Flower Calendar 
August 8  Aletta Stull 
August 15 Ken & Gail Dossett 
August 22 *** Open *** 
August 29 *** Open *** 

If you would like to place flowers on the altar, please call 
the church office (562-5214) or sign up in the Grand Hall.  

Online Giving 
Online giving is one of the easiest ways to make a contribution to the church. 
It’s safe and can be set up for a one-time donation or continuous giving. You 
can change it at any time. There is a link at the bottom of our webpage that will 
take you directly to E-Giving. Set up an account and begin giving online within 
minutes. 
 

Using ACH (Electronic Check) as opposed to a Debit or Credit Card 
transactions costs the church less in processing fees. 
 

You may also mail in your contribution: 
Senatobia FUMC, Post Office Box 663, Senatobia, MS 38668 

Schedule of Activities 
 

Sunday, August 8 
 8:45 a.m. Worship and Live Stream 
 9:45 a.m. Fellowship Time 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship and Live Stream 
 5:00 p.m. Sexton Connect Group 
  Youth Gathering Swimming 
 6:00 p.m. McClure Connect Group 
Wednesday, August 11 
 5:30 p.m. Youth Gathering at the church 
  (Worship & Games) 
Sunday, August 15 
 8:45 a.m. Worship and Live Stream 
 9:45 a.m. Fellowship Time 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship and Live Stream 
 2:30 p.m. Mission Fair at Batesville UMC 
 5:00 p.m. Sexton Connect Group 
  Youth Gathering 
 6:00 p.m. McClure Connect Group 
Wednesday, August 18 
 3:30 p.m. Kids’ Afterschool Programming 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
  Youth Gathering at the church  
  (Worship & Games) 
 6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study 
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice 
Thursday, August 19 
10:00 a.m. Explorer’s Bible Study registration 
Sunday, August 22 
 8:45 a.m. Worship and Live Stream 
 9:45 a.m. Fellowship Time 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship and Live Stream 
 2:00 p.m. Bridal Shower for Lauren Aker 
 5:00 p.m. Sexton Connect Group 
 6:00 p.m. McClure Connect Group 
Wednesday, August 25 
 3:30 p.m. Kids’ Afterschool Programming 
 5:30 p.m. Supper 
  Youth Gathering at the church 
  (Worship & Games) 
 6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study 
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Practice 
 

Adult Wednesday Night Bible Study 

will begin August 18 at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 

Supper Volunteers Needed 
We will also need volunteers to prepare meals.  Serving of 
meals will begin at 5:30 p.m. on September 8th. A sign-up 
sheet is posted in the Fellowship Hall beside the coffee and 
juice table. 



SUNDAY MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS 
Look for sign-up sheets for Sunday Ministry. We are hoping 
to be back on a regular schedule beginning in August and 
will need to have our worship volunteers in place. Sheets will 
be placed on a table in the Grand Hall. 

 

Ladies of the church are cordially invited to a  

 

Bridal Shower honoring 

Lauren Aker 
Bride-elect of Clay Hobson 

 

Sunday afternoon, August 22, 2:00 till 3:30 p.m. 

 

The couple is registered at Mimi’s On Main and The Other Side Gifts. 

They are also registered at Bed, Bath & Beyond, Amazon and Target. 

Shoebox Needs:   
crayons, colored pencils, 
pencils, eraser tops for 
pencils, small pencil 
sharpeners. 

Our 3rd & 4th Graders receiving Bibles:  (from left)  Micah McClure, McCormick Cahill, Caleb Pinkston, Walt Atwood, Gary Boylan,  Haven 
Bell, Mary Malcom Simms, Becca Vines, Max Billingsley, Cole Brasher, and Thomas Troutt.  Not pictured:  Lucas McAlexander, Elizabeth 
Clark,  Collin Coopwood, Emerson Scott, Aubrey Carpenter 

Babies receiving lambs (from left) Lindsey, Jeremy and Carter Harville;   Laura and Kate Givens;   Kelly and Kathleen Anne Coleman,  

Adam, Alysca and Sidney Webb;   Clayton, Betsy and Ruth Elizabeth Powell;   Sara Whitten, Brian and Cameron Atwood;  

Lindsey and Francy Cade;   John, Mary Elinor and Luke Goodwin.  Not pictured:  Loren, Sean and Austin Briley Roberson;  

Liza, Jamie and Lincoln Beckham. 
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Mission Moment: 
John 6 update  

 

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. 

And I will raise him up on the last day.”  John 6:44 ESV 

 
I am always inspired by the Holy Spirit to become less like me and more like 

the image bearer our Lord designed us to be when I read from John 6.   John 

6:44 can be a controversial verse in theological headspaces but I prefer my 

theology simple!   I am a sinner in need of grace from the Father and love from 

His body.   Sometimes we need to love others before they are open to the mes-

sage Christ brought to His church.   This idea, which is called prevenient grace, 

has long been recognized by the church and embraced by John Wesley.   I 

believe it was also recognized by Paul and evidenced when he wrote the words 

of Romans 5:8, “but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sin-

ners, Christ died for us.”.    

 

John 6 gave our church body the opportunity to show this idea of prevenient 

grace to our town.   We loved others and expected nothing in return simply 

because they were also born to be image bearers. God used us briefly to draw 

them to Him.    Friends, this is our highest calling this side of heaven and I 

wanted to thank everyone who played a part in this mission project.    We 

served 100s of meals to families this summer who may never step foot again on 

our campus BUT they were drawn to our Father who is calling them home 

through our efforts and many other unknown ways.   We serve a loving God 

who desires no one to be separated from His loving arms.  All those hand col-

ored bags testified to that this summer!   

 

Now that the summer has ended and we close the chapter on season two of 

John 6, it gives us another opportunity to share in this idea of prevenient 

grace.   Beginning in October, the first Monday of every month we are going to 

host a movie night and open it up to the entire community.   This will not be 

an event planned to teach and train the local body through multimedia but 

something far simpler and basic to community.   Simply laughing and enjoying 

fellowship with a neighbor is the goal. We may show some movies with Chris-

tian themes. However, these movies will be more about hosting an event at our 

church that those in need of justifying grace will attend because of us offering a 

welcoming place of love and joy.  Maybe after the movie, they will return for 

another event.  I look forward to myriad of ways the Holy Spirit directs our 

paths in the new chapter of Senatobia FUMC.   See you at intermission!   

 

Chris Brunetti 


