
Under New Management- Part 3 Peter & 
Cornelius - NOTES 
 
Acts 10:1-48 the WHOLE chapter! 
 
Cornelius has a visitor - 1-8 
Peter has a crazy vision - 9-16 

• Acts 10:13–14 (BKC): This was the third time in Peter’s career that he 
directly refused God’s will (cf. Matt. 16:22; John 13:8) 

Peter has three visitors - 17-23 
Cornelius and Peter meet in person - 24-33 
Peter tries to figure out why he’s there - 34-43 
The extraordinary takes place 44-48 
 
Who is Cornelius? 
Because Caesarea was the base for Roman military administration, loyal 
Jews in Jerusalem considered Caesarea a pagan city. The conversion of 
a Roman centurion—a captain in charge of about 100 men—surprised 
Peter (Acts 10:20, 28–29, 47; 11:17), the Jewish Christians that 
accompanied him (Acts 10:45), and the Jerusalem church (Acts 11:2–3). 
There was a Jewish synagogue in Caesarea and there was a thriving, 



eclectic group of Jews, Greeks/Romans and pagan influences 
(http://faculty.history.umd.edu/BCooperman/NewCity/Caesarea.html) 
 
God was now acting in the same way toward uncircumcised Gentiles ( 
“You entered the home of Gentiles and even ate with them!” they said.” 

that He previously had acted toward circumcised Jews (Acts  11:3)Acts 
11:18 addresses the Gentile –4). Acts 10:1–18, compare Acts 2:1–11:17

mission from the authority of God Himself in three ways: 
1. a vision to Peter concerning clean and unclean food (Acts 10:9–16; 

11:4–10) 
2. a vision to Cornelius commanding him to send for Peter (Acts 10:3–8, 

30–32; 11:13–14) 
3. the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:44–46; 11:15–17) 

 
The Character of Cornelius 
Acts 10:2 (BKC): description of Cornelius as devout, god-fearing, piety was 
evidenced by his prayers and his generous giving to the poor. 
 
The book of Acts mentions Cornelius eight times by name (Acts 10:1, 3, 17, 
22, 24, 25, 30, 31). He is not mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament. 
Acts describes Cornelius as an uncircumcised Gentile (Acts 10:28, 35; 11:1–
3, 18) who was: 
• devout (Acts 10:2) 
• just (Acts 10:22, compare Acts 10:35) 
• one who feared God (Acts 10:2, 22, compare 10:35) 
• one who gave alms generously to the people of Israel (Acts 10:2, 4, 22, 
31) 
• one who prayed constantly to God (Acts 10:2, 4, 30, 31) 
• obedient to the heavenly vision (Acts 10:7–8, 33) 
• reverent to the Apostle Peter (Acts 10:25) 
 
Easton Bible Dictionary says, “Cornelius became the first fruit of the Gentile 
world to Christ. He and his family were baptized and admitted into the 
Christian church.” 
 
Acts 10:47–48 (BKC): Peter quickly discerned at least three theological 
implications of what had happened:  
(1) He could not argue with God (11:17).  
(2) Cornelius and his household, though uncircumcised (11:3), were 
baptized because they had believed in Christ, as evidenced by their 



receiving the Holy Spirit. The order of these events was believing in Christ, 
receiving the Holy Spirit, speaking in tongues, and being baptized in 
water.  
(3) The reality of Cornelius’ conversion was confirmed by Peter’s staying 
with him several days, probably to instruct him more fully in his newfound 
faith. 
 
 
Peter 
 
Acts 10:13–14 (BKC): When God commanded Peter to eat of these 
animals, his response was, Surely not, Lord! Significantly his refusal (“surely 
not”) was mēdamōs, a more polite and subjective term than oudamōs 
(“by no means,” used only in Matt. 2:6). This was the third time in Peter’s 
career that he directly refused God’s will (cf. Matt. 16:2; John 13:8).  

• “Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he 
said. “This shall never happen to you!” Matthew 16:22 NIV 

• “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” John 13:8 NIV 

• “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything 
impure or unclean.” Acts 10:14 NIV 

 
And Luke reminds us that Peter saw this vision THREE times! “The same 
vision was repeated three times.” Acts 10:16 
 
Are we aware enough to believe we are absolutely right about something 
and all of our closest friends agree on - but God commands different? 
Acts 10:16 (BKC): Here was one place where Peter was being scrupulous 
beyond the will of God. His intentions were good, but he was being 
disobedient. 
 

Unicorn in the room 
 
Jesus, in his death, burial and resurrection, is the central focus. It’s not 
race, culture, doctrinal or denominational differences. 
 
Peter had to have reflected on Mark 19-15, 17-7:14  NIV “Again Jesus 
called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and 

Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into understand this. 



” After he them. Rather, it is what comes out of a person that defiles them.
e crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about had left th

this parable. “Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that nothing 
that enters a person from the outside can defile them? For it doesn’t go 

In ut of the body.” (into their heart but into their stomach, and then o
)”saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean.  

 
Systemic Racism? Peter’s life is transformed AND the entire church has to 
rethink its ideology about God’s plan of salvation. You don’t get Acts 15 
(releasing Jewish requirements for circumcision & food restrictions vs 8-11) 
without Acts 10! See Scott’s article, “The Cornelius Incident” 
(https://www.etsjets.org/files/JETS-PDFs/34/34-4/34-4-pp475-484_JETS.pdf)  
 
The obedience and transformation of one (Peter) initiates a cataclysmic 
change and domino effect on the understanding of the church’s mission!  
 
 


