
 
John the Baptizer – February 14, 2021 
 
NOTES AND INTERESTING THOUGHTS FOR STUDY 
 
John prepares the way 
 
“In those days John the Baptist came to the Judean wilderness and began preaching. His 
message was, “Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near. ” The 
prophet Isaiah was speaking about John when he said, “He is a voice shouting in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s coming! Clear the road for him!’” John’s clothes were woven 
from coarse camel hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist. For food he ate locusts and 
wild honey. People from Jerusalem and from all of Judea and all over the Jordan Valley went 
out to see and hear John. And when they confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan 
River.” Matthew 6-3:1  NLT 
 
But, hold the phone... he’s mentioned before this moment. 
 
In uterine!  
 
It started with his Dad and Mom...  
“When Herod was king of Judea, there was a Jewish priest named Zechariah. He was a member 
of the priestly order of Abijah, and his wife, Elizabeth, was also from the priestly line of Aaron. 
Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous in God’s eyes, careful to obey all of the Lord’s 



commandments and regulations. They had no children because Elizabeth was unable to 
conceive, and they were both very old.” NLT 7-1:5 Luke  
 
“One day Zechariah was serving God in the Temple, for his order was on duty that week. As was 
the custom of the priests, he was chosen by lot to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and burn 
incense.” NLT 9-1:8 Luke  
  
“But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your wife, 
Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to name him John. You will have great joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the eyes of the Lord. He must 
never touch wine or other alcoholic drinks. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even before 
his birth. And he will turn many Israelites to the Lord their God. He will be a man with the spirit 
and power of Elijah. He will prepare the people for the coming of the Lord. He will turn the 
hearts of the fathers to their children, and he will cause those who are rebellious to accept the 
wisdom of the godly.” Luke 17-1:13  NLT 
 
Look how Luke tells us about Elizabeth’s pregnancy- framed in Mary’s birth story. 
“In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village 
in Galilee,” Luke 1:26 NLT 
 
What’s more interesting- The angel tells Mary her own aunt? cousin? is pregnant as well. 
“What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People used to say 
she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month.” Luke 1:36 NLT 
(Luke, the doctor, reminds us that John was a full, human son at six months old, not a fetus, or 
blob of tissue). 
 
Then the extraordinary- “A few days later Mary hurried to the hill country of Judea, to the 
town where Zechariah lived. She entered the house and greeted Elizabeth. At the sound of 
Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped within her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Elizabeth gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, “God has blessed you above all women, 
and your child is blessed. Why am I so honored, that the mother of my Lord should visit me? 
When I heard your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for joy.” Luke 44-1:39  NLT 
 
Next up... John’s dad gets dunked! “When the baby was eight days old, they all came for the 
circumcision ceremony. They wanted to name him Zechariah, after his father. But Elizabeth 
said, “No! His name is John!” So they used gestures to ask the baby’s father what he wanted to 
name him. He motioned for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s surprise he wrote, “His name is 
John.” Instantly Zechariah could speak again, and he began praising God. (When Zech was 
obedient to what God had asked of him, then the Holy Spirit moved on him,) Then his father, 
Zechariah, was filled with the Holy Spirit and gave this prophecy:” 

NLT 64, 67-60, 62-1:59 Luke  
 
Look at this beautiful BLESSING (Eulogy) over John’s life... 



“And you, my little son, will be called the prophet of the Most High, because you will prepare 
the way for the Lord. You will tell his people how to find salvation through forgiveness of their 
sins. Because of God’s tender mercy, the morning light from heaven is about to break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide us to the 
path of peace.” John grew up and became strong in spirit. And he lived in the wilderness until 
he began his public ministry to Israel.” Luke 80-1:76  NLT 
 
 
John knows his mission! Every gospel writer mentions John’s mission and 
proclamation of what Jesus will come and do. And every one of them mention 
WATER & the HOLY SPIRIT. 
 
“I baptize with water those who repent of their sins and turn to God. But someone is coming 
soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m not worthy even to be his slave and 
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” Matthew 3:11 NLT 
 
“John announced: “Someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that 
I’m not even worthy to stoop down like a slave and untie the straps of his sandals. I baptize you 
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit!” Mark 8-1:7  NLT 
 
“John answered their questions by saying, “I baptize you with water; but someone is coming 
soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m not even worthy to be his slave and 
untie the straps of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” Luke 
3:16 NLT [“I have come to set the world on fire, and I wish it were already burning! I have a 
terrible baptism of suffering ahead of me, and I am under a heavy burden until it is 
accomplished.” Luke 50-12:49  NLT] 
 
“I didn’t know he was the one, but when God sent me to baptize with water, he told me, ‘The 
one on whom you see the Spirit descend and rest is the one who will baptize with the Holy 
Spirit.’ I saw this happen to Jesus, so I testify that he is the Chosen One of God. ” John 34-1:33  
NLT 
 
New Testament Usage - Lexham Bible Dictionary 
The phrase “baptize in the Holy Spirit” (always a verbal construction) occurs only seven times in 
the New Testament (Mark 1:8; Matt 3:11; Luke 3:16; John 1:33; Acts 1:5; Acts 11:15–16; 1 Cor 
12:13), though other texts may refer to the phenomenon in other ways. John the Baptist first 
speaks of this metaphor, contrasting his water baptism with the coming Messiah’s baptism in 
the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:8; compare Matt 3:11 and Luke 3:16). John reports, “the one who sent 
me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and 
remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit’ ” (John 1:33 NIV). While the Gospel writers 
each write with their own theological interests (e.g., both Matthew and Luke have the 
expanded “baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire”), they consistently use the metaphor 



to compare the Messiah’s spiritual baptizing with John the Baptist’s more literal water 
baptizing. 
 
Acts 
The use of the phrase in Acts is similar to its use in the Gospels. In Acts 1:5 Jesus repeats the 
same comparison of baptisms (John’s baptism vs. the Spirit’s baptism) prior to His ascension: 
“For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 
1:5 NIV). The phrase “a few days” refers to the Pentecost experience recorded in Acts 2, as 
confirmed by the final use of the phrase in Acts 11. In Acts 11:16 Peter reports on the events at 
Cornelius’ house and refers to the Pentecost experience by quoting Jesus: “Then I remembered 
what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit’ ” (Acts 11:16 NIV). 
 
Side Note 
As John saw the Holy Spirit descending like a dove, “Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit 
descending like a dove from heaven and resting upon him.” 

NLT 1:32 John  there is a beautiful reflection of Noah, desperately waiting for the sign of 
rebirth for the entire world after the flood. And the dove descends bringing a olive branch - 
“After waiting another seven days, Noah released the dove again. This time the dove returned 
to him in the evening with a fresh olive leaf in its beak. Then Noah knew that the floodwaters 
were almost gone.” NLT 11-8:10 nesisGe  

 

The Lexham Bible Dictionary – I don’t necessarily agree with everything in commentaries and 
tools that help me understand the Bible. However, often times, these tools do help give some 
structure and simplicity to not just read about “my” position only. So read these with that in 
mind. – Pastor Glenn 

While there are many possible nuances in defining “baptism in the Holy Spirit” (and some 
positions are more difficult to define), the main positions can be laid out in the following chart. 
Salvation History Concerns Dominate 
 

Experiential Concerns Dominate 
 

 
 

 
 

1. Conversion View 
 

2. Sacramental View 
 

One kind of receiving the Holy Spirit: 
 

One kind of receiving the Holy Spirit: 
 

The Spirit’s salvific presence and 
empowering work is received at conversion. 
 

The Spirit’s salvific presence and 
empowering work is received with water 
baptism. 
 



Baptism in the Holy Spirit is reception of the 
Spirit and happens at conversion. 
 

Baptism in the Holy Spirit is reception of the 
Spirit, which is the same thing as (and/or is 
said to happen at) water baptism. 
 

Representatives: James D. G. Dunn, Michael 
Green, John R. W. Stott, Max Turner (later), 
Merrill F. Unger, John F. Walvoord. 
 

Representatives: Frederick Dale Bruner. 
 

 
 

 
 

3. Corporate View 
 

4. Pentecostal View 
 

Two kinds of receiving the Holy Spirit: 
 

Two kinds/stages of receiving the Holy 
Spirit: 
 

a) The Spirit’s salvific presence and 
empowering work is received at conversion. 
 

a) The Spirit’s salvific presence is received at 
conversion. 
 

b) The Spirit’s charismatic works could be 
subsequently received in the first century 
during the apostolic period. 
 

b) The Spirit’s empowering work is received 
(or “released”) in a second experience (or 
becomes a conscious experience). 
 

Baptism in the Holy Spirit is the one-time 
first-century corporate event of the 
outpouring of the Spirit on the universal 
Church. As with Christ’s one-time death, 
individuals now participate in this one-time 
baptism at conversion (a). 
 

Baptism in the Holy Spirit is a second and 
empowering reception of the Spirit by 
people who are already believers (or a 
“release” of the Spirit to work powerfully in 
their lives) (b). 
 

Representatives: Edgar Y. Mullins and 
Geoffrey W. Bromiley. 
 

Representatives: William P. Atkinson, 
Howard M. Ervin, Frank D. Macchia, Robert 
P. Menzies, Roger Stronstrad. 
 

 
 

 
 

3b. First-Century Corporate View 
 

4b. Charismatic Sacramental View 
 

Two kinds of receiving the Holy Spirit: 
 

Two kinds/stages of receiving the Holy 
Spirit: 
 

a) The Spirit’s salvific presence and 
empowering work is received at conversion. 
 

a) The Spirit’s salvific work is received with 
the initiation sacrament(s). 
 



b) The Spirit’s charismatic works could be 
subsequently received in the first century 
during the apostolic period. 
 

b) The Spirit’s empowering work is received 
(or “released”) in a second experience (or 
becomes a conscious experience) and/or 
confirmation (a). 
 

Baptism in the Holy Spirit is the unique first-
century corporate event of the outpouring 
of the Spirit on people who were already 
believers to show divine approval of gospel 
expansion (b). 
 

Baptism in the Holy Spirit is another name 
for (and/or is said to happen at) 
initiation/conversion rites of water baptism. 
 

Representative: James M. Hamilton Jr. 
 

Representatives: John Gunstone, Kilian 
McDonnell and George T. Montague. 
 

 

Explanation of Scholarly Views 

Conversion 
Those arguing for the Conversion View (1) note the salvation-historical necessity of a first 
coming of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus’ followers (compare John 7:39). However, they argue that 
after that initial period, all subsequent believers are expected to receive the Spirit at conversion 
(as Peter seems to indicate in Acts 2:38). This acknowledgement of salvation history brings Luke 
and Paul together in their pneumatology. Nevertheless, Conversion View holders find 
themselves with the difficulty of explaining certain oddities in Acts. To do this, they continue to 
appeal to salvation historical distinctiveness, with Acts 2 being the first group of Jewish 
believers to receive the Spirit and Acts 8 being the first group of non-Jewish believers to receive 
the Spirit (compare Luke’s observation in Acts 8:16 indicating it as odd that the Samaritans had 
not received the Spirit; and Luke’s recording of Paul’s question in Acts 19:2 showing the 
expectation that all believers in Jesus have the Spirit). Those of the Conversion View must be 
careful to avoid the temptation to consent to a powerless neglect of the received Spirit. 

Sacramental 
Those arguing for a Sacramental View (2) point to the New Testament’s juxtaposition of the 
metaphorical and literal references to baptism, including: 

• John the Baptist’s comparison (Matt 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33; copied by Jesus in 
Acts 1:5; 11:16) 

• Jesus’ experience of water baptism and the Spirit descending (Matt 3:16; Mark 1:9–10; Luke 
3:21–22; John 1:32–34) 

• apostolic preaching (e.g., Acts 2:38–39; compare Acts 19:1–6; compare 1 Cor 6:11; Titus 
3:5). 



However, this view struggles with the clear non-identification of these baptisms in other New 
Testament passages (e.g., Acts 8:15–17; 10:44–48), and thus seems to take the term “baptism” 
too literally. 

Corporate 
Those arguing for the Corporate View (3) understand “baptism in the Holy Spirit” as a once-for-
all significant (sign) first-century event—much like Jesus’ crucifixion was a once-for-all 
significant (salvific) first-century event. They note that Jesus’ prediction in Acts 1:5 of the Spirit 
baptism points to the first-century Acts 2 event, and Peter’s “this is that” remarks in Acts 2:17–
21 point to that same event as fulfilling the prophecy of Joel. 

However, by pressing the corporate dimensions of the baptism metaphor, this view 
struggles to explain the Acts 10 event, which is clearly identified as a baptism in the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 11:16). For the Corporate View, Acts 10 must be described as a second part completion of 
the once for all salvation-historical event. A second version of the Corporate View (3b) suggests 
that the multiple Spirit baptisms in Acts were unique first-century events that were not 
conversion experiences. 

Pentecostal 
The most extensive disputes have been between representatives of the Conversion View (1) 
and those of the Pentecostal View (4). Those arguing for the Pentecostal View’s two-stage 
reception of the Holy Spirit typically insist that Luke’s pneumatology is different than Paul’s. 
They acknowledge that Paul requires a single reception of the Spirit at conversion (compare 
Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 12:13; Gal 3:2–3; 4:6) and suggest that Luke requires two receptions (a 
presumed salvific reception at conversion and a subsequent empowering reception as reflected 
in Acts 2, 8, and 19). Thus, Pentecostals find themselves with the difficulty of reconciling their 
readings of Luke and Paul. To do this, some suggest that Paul is the norm and Luke only allows 
for two receptions. Others suggest that Paul is concerned only with a salvific reception and Luke 
with a second and normative empowering reception of the Spirit to be sought after by believers 
(or it is viewed as an empowered release of the already received Spirit). In so doing, the 
Pentecostal View is often in danger of unduly separating the event of Spirit reception from the 
ongoing effects of Spirit reception (salvation vs. empowerment). 

Conclusions 
The fact that the Spirit can and does empower believers at subsequent times in their lives (e.g., 
for supernatural acts) does not necessitate that those empowerments be deemed separate 
receptions of the Spirit. The metaphor “baptism in the Spirit” can refer to the one and only 
reception of the Spirit for both Luke and Paul without denying subsequent empowerments 
(which Luke and Paul both seem to describe with a second, liquid metaphor, “filled with the 
Spirit”; e.g., Act 4:31; Eph 5:18). Indeed, the New Testament does not use the language of 
reception—metaphorical or otherwise—in two separate narrations for the same group of 
people (note the command Jesus gives the apostles in John 20:22 to “receive the Holy Spirit” 
can hardly be understood as a narration of them receiving the Spirit at that moment, for John 
had explained earlier that the Spirit could not come until after Jesus had been glorified; see 
John 7:39; 14:16–17; 16:7; compare Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4–8; 2:33). At its core, the New 
Testament metaphor “baptism in the Holy Spirit” is about receiving the Spirit; other 



experiences with the Spirit would be better described with another New Testament metaphor 
(e.g., “filled with the Holy Spirit”). Other New Testament liquid metaphors with reference to the 
Holy Spirit include: 

• Acts 2:33 with Acts 15:8 for “pour out the Holy Spirit” = “give the Holy Spirit” 
• Luke 4:1a with 4:1b for “filled with the Holy Spirit” = “controlled, empowered, and 

characterized by the Holy Spirit” 
• Acts 6:3, 5; 11:24; 13:52; Eph 5:18 

The New Testament also has many passages where people are said to be “filled with” other 
things, including: 

• awe, wonder, and amazement (Luke 5:26; Acts 3:10) 
• fury (Luke 6:11) 
• sorrow (John 16:6) 
• joy (Acts 2:28; 13:52; 2 Tim 1:4) 
• jealousy (Acts 5:17; 13:45) 
• confusion (Acts 19:29) 
• “all manner of unrighteousness” (Rom 1:29) 
• joy and peace (Rom 15:13) 
• knowledge (Rom. 15:14; Col 1:9) 
• encouragement (2 Cor 7:4) 
• “all the fullness of God” (Eph 3:19) 
• the fruit of righteousness (Phil 1:11)1 
 

 
1 Huffman, D. S., & Hausherr, J. N. (2016). Baptism of the Spirit. In J. D. Barry, D. Bomar, D. R. 
Brown, R. Klippenstein, D. Mangum, C. Sinclair Wolcott, … W. Widder (Eds.), The Lexham Bible 
Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 


