
 1 

Northbrook Evangelical Covenant Church                   

September 2018  

A monthly publication  

from 

 Northbrook  

Evangelical  

Covenant Church 

 

Jean Choi, editor  
 

Ô 

Ô 

Ô 

Ô 

Ô 

Ô 

Ô 

Ô 

Ô 

 

From the Pastor³s Pen¦ 

 

ñSix days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Laz-
arus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Here a dinner 
was given in Jesusô honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was 
among those reclining at the table with him.ò ïJohn ʰʱ:ʰ-  ɦ
 
These verses set the stage for, sister of Martha and Lazarus, pour-
ing perfume on the feet of Jesus and wiping them with her hair. 
The beginning of the chapter is far more concerned with what 
Mary did and itôs signiýcance, all the more so as it was just before 
Jesusôs entry to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday the week of his death. 
But there are two underrated words that stick out to me from 
these two versesðñMartha served.ò A dinner was given in Jesusôs 
honor made possible at least in part by Marthaôs service. 
 
Martha is often held up as a negative example. People usually as-
sociate her with the episode in Luke ʰʯ where she is distracted by 
meal preparations as her sister is listening to Jesus. When she 
asks Jesus to send her sister to come help, he tells Martha that 
her sister has actually chosen what is better. Considering this pas-
sage along with John ʰʱ, I think one can make a good case that 
hospitality was one of Marthaôs gifts, which she often used to 
serve. 
 
September brings the start of the school year but in many ways it 
often feels like the start of the ñchurch yearò as well. People return 
from vacation or visits with family, and some ministries that have 
taken a break resume. Because of this itôs a good time to ask oneôs 
self, ñHow can I serve?ò With the fall kickoʡ weôll be highlighting 
ministries that provide opportunities to serve. Those words, 
ñMartha servedò ask one to consider, ñWhat are my gifts, and how 
can I use them to honor Jesus?ò While Maryôs display of worship 
was more visible, in Marthaôs case she worshiped by serving for 
the event that honored Jesus. 
 
God has given us all unique gifts and abilities, all of which can be 
used to serve and honor him. So in this month where things are 
kicking oʡ I encourage you to start (or continue) this conversa-
tion with the Holy Spirit: ñWhat gifts have you given me, and how 
can I use them to serve you?ò 
 

Pastor Jose 
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Join us on Sunday, September 9th for Fall Kick-off Sunday.   We will have 
lunch immediately following the service.  Sub sandwiches and beverages will 
be provided, please bring a side or dessert to share!  Hope you can join us!  
  

Sbgnnk hr a`bj hm Sdrrhnm!  

Adult Sunday School classes will kick off on September 9 when Dr. Hauna Ondrey, Assis-

tant Professor of Church History at North Park Seminary,  will come to teach us about our 

church's roots in Pietism and continue throughout the month. Pietism is a movement cen-

tral to the founding of our church's denomination and is foundational to how we live out 

our faith as Covenanters even today. Please join us before service at 9:15.   

 

Linda Porth has moved into the retirement community and an apartment of her 
own rather than living with her family.  Please make a not of her address:  
 
Linda Porth  
Kingsley Shores 
16880 Klamath Trail 
Apt. 233 
Lakeville, MN 55044 

14ðAlayne Johnson 

17ðBonnie Buol 

17ðOscar Dahl 

17ðNatalie Schneider 

18ðStacey Hayden 

18ðMolly OôHara 

20ðHerbert Schonken 

27ðFlorence Svenson 

27ðTodd Hileman 

 

September  Anniversaries: 

1-Ed & Judy Frazier, 56 years 

5-Nathan & Janet Michael, 49 years 

9-Grant & Bev Erickson, 57 years 

17-Jim & Sylvia Martins, 52 years 

22-Richard & Joan Larson, 56 years 

24-Raun & Kris Gallegos, 7 years 

 

 

September  Birthdays: 

1ï Donald Pollard 

1ðBonnie Smith 

1ðEllen Schonken 

3ðArianna Perfetti 

4ðEsther Winn 

8ðSylvia Martins 

8ðCarol Sinople 

14ðQuin Anderson 

 



 3 

September 2018 
Sun Mon  Tue Wed  Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1 
 

2 
10:30 Worship  

 

1PM GN 

 

 

3 Labor Day ñ

Office Closed  

 
6AM -GN Prayer 

(M-F) 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

5 6 

 
 

 

 

7 
 

8 
 

9 Fall 

Kick -off 
 

10:30 Worship, 

lunch  

 

1PM GN 

 

6PM Youth 

10 
6AM -GN Prayer 

(M-F) 

 

7 PM Properties 

Team Meeting  

 

11 
 

 

12 
7 PM Leader-

ship Team 

Meeting  

 

 

13 
 

14 

 

15 
 

16 
10:30 worship  

 

1PM GN 

 

6 PM Youth 

Group  

 

 

17 
6AM -GN Prayer 

(M-F) 

 

 

18 

 

 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
9:15am MOPS 

B&B 

22 
OCC kids shop-

ping  

23/30  

10:30 Worship  

 

1PM GN 

6 PM Youth 

Group  

 

23ñ11:30 AM 

OCC packing 

party  

24 
6AM -GN Prayer 

(M-F) 

 

25 
8 AM Danielõs 

House Meeting  

 

 

 

26 27 28 29 
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Welcome Back!  
School is now officially underway! Thank you for an amazing summer full of Wild Card Wednesdays, 
CHIC Conference, and service to our community!  

 

 
Fall Kick-Off Sunday 
Join us for our Kick-Off to the fall season of youth ministry on Sep-
tember 9 from 6-8pm! We will be starting a new series called 
ñUnited toéò which take a practical look at what weôre actually 
supposed to do with our faith.  And no kick-off would be complete 
without the chance to get a little crazy! Starting at 6PM, we will 
have the opportunity to sink Pastor Jose in a Dunk Tank! You 
donôt want to miss it!  
 
Feed My Starving Children Serving Day 
Our youth and their families had the opportunity to serve this past month at Feed My Starving Chil-
dren in Libertyville.  We had a great time packing bags of Potato-D that will be sent to Nicaragua. In 
total, we packed 104 boxes of food equaling 62,400 meals! 


