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…the Lord will watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.
-Psalm 121:8
With September comes the return of more regular
rhythms of life. Kids are back in school. Work schedules
might normalize. Hobbies and activities resume.
Depending on your walk of life it might mean more
chaos or less. Whatever the case, whatever the
emotions. God is over it all. For me it tends to mean
more coming and going. The good news in this and
every season is that God is over it all. As Psalm 121
testifies he is over our coming and going, all the activity
of our lives no matter how busy we are or are not.
Of course, many activities tend to start or resume at
church. But whatever might be added to your calendar,
let it be not to go through the motions, but let us try to
enter into things that will help us grow closer to God as
disciples of Jesus Christ. Whatever we do, let us not
forget our end goal of knowing Christ.
There are a couple of opportunities for formation and
connection as we enter into this month. We have a
women’s group focusing on spiritual practices. Sunday
Night Small Group is going through the series “Jesus,
His Life.” And Adult Sunday School will pick up again.
We also have an opportunity to get to know our sisters
and brothers of Sarang Community Church, as they
have offered to host us for lunch after service on the
11th. See the newsletter for these and other happenings
in our church, and may you encounter the Lord over all
your coming and going.
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Heads Up--Fall High School Retreat
This fall there will be an opportunity for our high school students to join students from Northwest
Covenant and DeerGrove for Covenant Harbor's Fall retreat which will be held November 4-6.
Details and pricing to come. Contact Pastor José if you are interested or have questions.
Sunday Morning Ministry Opportunities
If you like coffee, snacks, or pushing buttons, we have ministry opportunities you’ll enjoy. We are in
need of volunteers for our hospitality ministry to put out coffee and snacks for after service, and for
our A/V team to operate the slides and sound during service. No experience? No problem. Contact
Pastor José if you’re interested. joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com.
Hospitality Donations We are in need of donations for our fellowship time after service. Donations
of snacks and drinks can be labeled for Sunday and placed in the kitchen. Monetary donations can
be made out to "Northbrook Covenant" and marked "hospitality." A simple yet powerful way to
contribute to the fellowship of the church.
Quiet Times With God- You are invited to join us as we learn and apply spiritual disciplines to add
to our toolbox of ways to draw near to God’s heart and develop our intimate relationship with Jesus.
We will meet at 9:30 a.m. beginning on Thursday, September 15th in the church building. We hope
to see you there! Any questions please contact Olga Vasquez at 773-750-4438.
John 4:29 “Come see a man who knew all about the things I did, who knows me inside and
out.” (The Message)
Sunday Night Small Group- Our next small group begins Sunday September 11. The group
meets from 5:45 - 7p.m. We will be using the History Channel series Jesus His Life. The study is
the life of Jesus told from the perspective of eight Biblical people (Joseph, Mary, Mary Magdalene,
John the Baptist, Caiaphas, Judas, Pilate and Peter). The study is a 16 week series. Each segment
includes viewing the DVD (45 minutes) with a discussion the following week. All are welcome to join.
For more information please contact Donna Frownfelter at Donna.Frownfelter@rosalindfranklin.edu
or Bonnie Stephens at bonster1952@gmail.com.
Adult Sunday School Resumes
Adult Sunday School will resume on September 18th. Our very own Rev. Chet Larson will lead us
through a study of how scripture tells us to live with one another God’s way. Class begins at 9:15.
Lunch with Sarang
Our sisters and brothers of Sarang Community Church are making us lunch! Join us for a time of
food and fellowship on the church yard after the service on September 11th. Please RSVP to the
office email at northbrook.covenant@gmail.com. Please note that on this Sunday Sarang will hold
service in the fellowship hall at 10am.

September Birthdays:
1– Don Pollard
1-Ellen Schonken
3–Arianna Perfetti
4-Esther Winn
8-Sylvia Martins
8-Carol Sinople
11-Joshua Gonzalez
14-Quin Anderson
17-Bonnie Buol

17-Oscar Dahl
17-Natalie Schneider
18-Stacy Hayden
18-Molly O’Hara
19– Dawn Lauber
20-Herbert Schonken

September Anniversaries:
1– Ed & Judy Frazier
60 years
5– Nathan & Janet Michael 53 years
9– Grant & Bev Erickson 61 years
24– Raun & Kris Gallegos 11 years

Happy Anniversary
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Ministry Update
Growing Deeper
Ready to go deeper? Spiritual practices have long been a way for us to be
first “in God” so we might go further in mission. If you’d like to try new
practices to go deeper with God. Check out the “Growing Deeper”
practices on covchurch.org for downloads, or ask Pastor José for a print
out of one.
“I am the vine; you are the branches.
If you remain in me and I in you, you
will bear much fruit; apart from me
you can do nothing.”—John 15:5, NIV

deeper in Christ

Topics: Becoming Generous – Caring for Creation –
Choosing Justice –Developing a Rule of Life –Embodying Our Faith –Keeping a Spiritual Journal –
Praying in Community – Praying Scripture –Praying Through Art – Reading the Bible – Reviewing
Your Day – Telling Your Story –Walking with God – Walking with Others

Heads Up--Fall High School Retreat
This fall there will be an opportunity for our high school students to join students from
Northwest Covenant and DeerGrove for Covenant Harbor's Fall retreat which will be
held November 4-6. Details and pricing to come. Contact Pastor José if you are
interested or have questions.
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Northbrook Covenant Kids

Children and Family Ministry Update
I hope August was a great month for you all. As
summer is winding down, and routines are being
reestablished, my hope is that you are finding some
time each day to relax and talk with God.
Children's Ministry doesn't have too much to report
for August. Summer is slow as families are out
traveling. See below for some Sunday morning fun
with our kids.

As we look ahead to our fall curriculum, our main focus will be on
Communion. What it all means, why we participate in this sacrament,
and hopefully finishing out the semester with individual testimonies to
our congregation. We are excited to help guide our children down this
part of their spiritual journey. Please pray that the Holy Spirit will lead
these classes and our children will be moved by them.
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Great is Thy Faithfulness
By Inspiration Ministries•July 29, 2017

Thomas Chisholm faced no crises. There were no emergencies or serious illnesses
in his family. He had been a successful pastor, salesman, and writer, who had
experienced little drama in his life. Yet, when he looked back, he realized just how
much God had blessed him. And, reflecting on the verses from Lamentations, he
realized that He had been faithful.
Moved by this realization, in 1923, when he was 55, Chisholm wrote a hymn,
called, “Great is Thy Faithfulness.” Through his words, he shared the truths He had
experienced about God.
Chisholm, who was born on this day in 1866, knew that God never changes. He is
the same in all conditions, and every season. And His promises always are true.
Along with all of creation, Chisholm had witnessed His great faithfulness.
Amazed by God’s grace, he had seen how God could forgive even vile sinners. He
could fill troubled hearts with peace. In every situation, He was by our side, ready to
encourage us and direct our steps. He was there to meet every need. Physical
or financial. Emotional or spiritual.
What is your story? As you look back, can you remember times when it seemed like
you were all alone? When you reached a crossroads and didn’t know what to do?
When you did not know where to turn? When the future looked bleak? When
someone you knew faced a crisis?
What happened in those situations? Can you recognize the hand of God? Can you
realize, now, that He was with you, even when you felt all alone?

Today, think about the faithfulness of God. Don’t take Him for granted but thank
Him. Praise Him. Remember. Just as He has been faithful in the past, He will be
faithful today, and in the days to come. Truly great is His faithfulness!
Refrain from hymn #78 Great is Thy Faithfulness
Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness,
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed thy hand hath provided
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
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WOMEN MINISTRIES REPORT

September 2022

-by Bonnie Stephens
wm.northbrookcov@gmail.com

"Connecting women...impacting the world"

Fall Fellowship – The annual Fall Fellowship at Covenant Harbor will be September 16-18.
The speaker will be Jennifer Snow. More information and registration can be found on the
Covenant Harbor website: https://covenantharbor.org/fall-fellowship/
People Helping People - Palatine – We received a donation of 200 hygiene kits for
Cornerstone from People Helping People! Carol Trott from Cornerstone was with us Sunday
August 28 to bring us an update. She was able to pick up the kits as well as other much
needed items. It’s great when we all work together!
Kohl’s Cash – If you have Kohl’s cash that you are not going to use (or rewards cash) we can
use it! The certificates can be dropped off at the church in the Women Ministries wooden
box in the narthex or you can email the certificate number along with the PIN (or a copy of
the bar code) to Bonnie. The valid dates is helpful. The Kohl’s cash is usually used for pillows
and bath towels. There is also a need for washcloths.
Continued needs for CCO – We have been purchasing much needed pillows and towels for
CCO. We also try to provide as many pillow cases as we can. As we have some excellent
sewers we can also use fabric suitable to make pillowcases (approximately 1 yard). Sheets can
also be to make pillow cases. Other items needed include towels, washcloths, toothbrushes,
flashlights, reading glasses, diapers, feminine hygiene products and birthday cards. Donations
may be dropped off at the church. Monetary donations are always appreciated. You may
place your donation in the wooden WM donation box in the narthex. Envelopes are provided
on the box. Checks should be made out to Women Ministries noting CCO in the memo line.

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Stephens

“Connecting women...impacting the world”
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WORLD MISSIONS
A few Missionary overviews for Missionaries we support through our World Mission-Faith
Promise Fund. Any donations to support our missionaries can be designated by putting World
Missions in the memo line of your check or selecting World Missions in online giving. Check
out our mission board in the hallway for the most recent newsletters from these missionaries.

Randy and Cheryl Bevis
Serving in DR Congo, Haiti, and Thailand.
Ministry Overview: I am working now in a role as
trainer for projects involved with fish farming around
the world to help focus on a practical way to help in
food production and financial support to families and
ministries. I will continue to relate to the hatcheries I
have helped start in Thailand. I am also helping
ministries in Laos, Malaysia, Haiti, Honduras, Kenya
and partnering with the CEUM (Congo Covenant
Church) in DR Congo
Francisco and Stephanie Martins Ramos
Serving in France
Mission Overview: We continue to work with La
Fonderie in Paris. La Fonderie is a French association
that exists to encourage Christians working in the arts,
a place of spiritual and practical support. Events we
organize provide Christian artists opportunities for
fellowship, to be nurtured in their spiritual life, and to be
challenged concerning their role and place in culture
today. They are encouraged in the use of their artistic
gifts and to excel in the quality of their work.
Lisandro and Patricia Restrepo
Serving in Mexico
Mission Overview: The missionary team in Oaxaca serves

Covenant churches and vulnerable communities through a
variety of holistic ministries offered by Fuentes Libres
(FLAC-micro loans to people in need) Semillas de Salud (Seeds
of Health) and MAEM (Ministry for the Abused and Exploited in
Mexico) three non-profit organizations with a holistic ministry
emphasis, as well as through several programs targeting
children, youth, women and men within and outside the church.
The main goal of our missionary team is to assist members of
these groups in recognizing how the Lord is acting in their lives
and their communities, as well as to help them in identifying for
themselves areas the Lord wants to transform and restore
individually and as a community.
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LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT
The Leadership Team met of August 10th. We took the month of July off so this is the
meeting where we start to plan for the fall season of our church. The LT is continuing to use
the book B.L.E.S.S. as a discussion guide—this month we talked about the importance of
eating together as a way to bless our neighbor and each other. Certainly this is something
Jesus modeled in his ministry and we as a church family can follow his example as we seek
to bless those we have been called to minister to. Additional discussion items included:
1. We continue to be blessed by the faithful financial support of our church family. At a time
when many churches are experiencing financial challenges we can report that through July
our revenue and expenses are very close to budget. We trust that this support will carry
through the second half of the year.
2. Fortunately we have been able to complete a number of major building projects. These
include: replacement of the fellowship center roof, new toilets in the women’s restroom,
sump pump line repair. Items yet to be completed are the re-carpeting of the church office
and new sanctuary lighting (still waiting for final proposal). The lighting will be a major
expense but if you have noticed the many lights that are out, it is a project that will need to
be completed sometime this fall.
3. Our Vision 2023 Sunday will be November 6th. Pastor Jose will have a sermon series
leading up to this Sunday. We are planning a church lunch following the worship service—
be on the look out for more details as plans come together.
4. The search for a worship/music director continues. Individuals within our congregation
are filling in during the interim—we are thankful for their leadership and support. There are
a number of Covenant churches also seeking staff so this is a competitive market—please be
in prayer as Pastor Jose leads this important process.
5. It is apparent that our biggest challenge is developing and supporting our volunteer
pool. A number of individuals serve in several areas for which we are very appreciative. If
you are interested and willing to be of serve in a ministry area please talk with Pastor Jose
or a member of the LT.
6. The use of the church on Sunday afternoon by the Sarang Church is off to a good start.
We have developed a good working relationship. As a part of the rental agreement we are
providing office space for Pastor Kim—that seems to be working well. The Sarang Church
invited us to a Korean barbecue picnic lunch following our service on September 11th. This
is very gracious of them and we look forward to fellowshipping together.
The next LT meeting is scheduled for September 14th.
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Worship with us!
Sundays at 10:30am

For Virtual Worship Visit us online at northbrookcovenant.org
We exist to glorify God
– Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –
by becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ
and inviting others to join us.

Lead Pastor, José González
joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Director of Youth Ministries

youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries, Dawn Holt Lauber
music.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Melissa O’Hara
moharanbcc@gmail.com
Office Manager, Kathleen Heller
northbrook.covenant@gmail.com
Pianist, Vera Vasilenko

Northbrook Covenant Church
2737 Techny Road
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-272-8270
www. Northbrookcovenant.org
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