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That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which
yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—
whatever they do prospers. Psalm 1:3
With October we have officially entered a new season. In the
Midwest it feels like the weather has a natural awareness of
the calendar and we shift from 70s and 80s to 50s and 60s
as soon as Autumn arrives as if a switch flipped. While my
inclination to warm weather leads me be sad to see summer
leave, I understand that autumn, like any season, has its
place. The apple tree in my yard testifies to this as its fruit is
now big enough to cause the branches to droop.
Of course all seasons are from the Lord and we are told in
the first psalm that the individual who delights in the law of
the Lord is like such a tree that bears fruit in season.
Regardless of the temperature, it’s more encouraging to
consider what fruit God may seek to bear in, through, or
around me in the season ahead. However we feel about the
month or season ahead, it is good practice to consider the
fruit God seeks to bear and to follow his leading as we seek
to be part of that work which moves his kingdom forward in
and around our lives.
This month brings continued opportunity to foster that work.
Groups and Adult Sunday school are in full swing. We will
welcome Dr. Nathan Clayton of North Park to teach on the
psalms in Adult Sunday School on the 16th. There is also
the opportunity to bless our neighbors by serving them at the
YMCA’s fall Fest on the 8th, or by simply stopping by and
enjoying their presence along with food and music. We will
also begin our vision series leading up to our Vision Sunday
at the start of November considering how God has blessed
us, and how we might respond by supporting his work in the
upcoming year. Whether you are continuing things that are
already in progress, or trying new ones, may you see the
Lord bear fruit in and through you this season!

Pastor José
Northbrook Evangelical Covenant Church

1

Heads Up--Fall High School Retreat
This fall there will be an opportunity for our high school students to join students from
Northwest Covenant and DeerGrove for Covenant Harbor's Fall retreat which will be
held November 4-6. Details and pricing to come. Contact Pastor José if you are
interested or have questions.
Quiet Times With God- You are invited to join us as we learn and apply spiritual
disciplines to add to our toolbox of ways to draw near to God’s heart and develop our
intimate relationship with Jesus. We will meet at 9:30 a.m. Thursday mornings in the
fellowship hall. We hope to see you there! Any questions please contact Olga
Vasquez at 773-750-4438.
Save the Date– Once again we will be gathering to focus on the Vision for our
church. We will meet for lunch at noon on November 6th and following do some
vision planning for our church ministries. Sign up at the Welcome Center or contact
the church office at northbrook.covenant@gmail.com if you plan to attend. Lunch and
childcare will be provided.
Adult Sunday School Chet Larson will continue his “One Another” series at the
beginning of the month. On October 16th we will welcome Dr. Nathan Clayton from
North Park Seminary as he comes to teach us on the psalms. Join us on Sunday at
9:15am in the fellowship hall.
Sunday Morning Ministry Opportunities If you like coffee, snacks, or pushing
buttons, we have ministry opportunities you’ll enjoy. We are in need of volunteers for
our hospitality ministry to put out coffee and snacks for after service, and for our A/V
team to operate the slides and sound during service. No experience? No problem.
Contact Pastor José if you’re interested. joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com.
YMCA Fall Fest Join our neighbors at the YMCA for a time of food music and fun the
afternoon of October 8th from Noon to 3pm. Contact pastor José if you're interested
in serving as a volunteer for a shift of any length.

October Birthdays:
2-Mike O’Hara
11-Donna Nelson
11-Vera Vasilenko
12-Selma Bucher
12-Nathan Michael
15-Matthew Erickson
17-Elio Perfetti
23-Bonnie Pollard

27-Meredith Schneider
27-Kaitlyn Schneider
30-Josiah White

October Anniversaries:
29-Mike & Melissa O’Hara 16 years

Happy Anniversary
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Ministry Update
Growing Deeper
Ready to go deeper? Spiritual practices have long been a way for us to be
first “in God” so we might go further in mission. If you’d like to try new
practices to go deeper with God. Check out the “Growing Deeper”
practices on covchurch.org for downloads, or ask Pastor José for a print
out of one.
Heads Up--Fall High School Retreat
This fall there will be an opportunity for our high school students to join students from
Northwest Covenant and DeerGrove for Covenant Harbor's Fall retreat which will be
held November 4-6. Details and pricing to come. Contact Pastor José if you are
interested or have questions.
_______________________________________________________________________________

Annual Vision Gathering
Sunday, November 6, 2022
Lunch at 12:00 pm
Please save this date for a very special gathering
Lunch will be provided.
Sign up at the Welcome Center if you plan on
attending or contact the church office
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Northbrook Covenant Kids

Children and Family Ministry Update
We are off to a WONDERFUL start for our fall
Sunday School curriculum on Communion. We are so
blessed to have an amazing group of kids (who ask
extremely great questions). We are looking forward to
digging in deeper and sharing our testimonies with
you all in December. Please keep our children in your
prayers as they continue on their walk with Jesus!

As requested by our children, we will be
planning to hold our annual pumpkin carving
party at the end of October. Check the
announcements and bulletin for date and time.
We would like this to be an All Church event.

Looking Ahead...

We are also hoping to host another
Feed MyStarving Children event
soon.
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"WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN"
"For all things come of Thee, and of Thine own have we given Thee" (1 Chr. 29.14)
A song that reminds us of the importance and of the benefits of giving to the Lord is "We Give
Thee But Thine Own" (#639 The Covenant Hymnal). The text was written by William Walsham
How, who was born at Shrewsbury, England, on Dec. 13, 1823, the son of a wealthy English
solicitor. Educated at Wadham College, Oxford, he became a minister in the Anglican Church in
1845. The tune (Schumann; also known as White, Bucer, and Heath) is attributed to the German
romantic composer, Robert Alexander Schumann (1810-1856).
The hymn emphasizes several aspects of the need for us to give to the Lord.
Stanza 1 tells us that we should give to the Lord because everything that we have is a trust from
him. "We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; All that we have is Thine
alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee." The Lord has always wanted His people to give to Him:
Mal. 3.8, 2 Cor. 9.6-7 We usually think in terms of giving money, but there are many other gifts
that we can give to the Lord–time, effort, talent, etc.: Rom. 12.6 But whatever way we give, by
devoting a portion of what we have for the Lord’s work, we are lending it back to Him just as He
has lent it to us: Prov. 19.17
Stanza 2 tells us that we should give to the Lord because we are stewards of what He has given
us. "May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive, And gladly as Thou blessest us,
To Thee our first-fruits give." All of us have received the bounties of God because every good
and perfect gift comes from Him: Jas. 1.17 Regarding all the blessings that God has so bountifully bestowed upon us, we must recognize that we are but stewards to use wisely: 1 Pet. 4.10
Using these things wisely means that as He has blessed us, we will give Him our first-fruits by
first giving ourselves to the Lord as did the Macedonian Christians: 2 Cor. 8.1-5
Stanza 3 tells us that we should give to the Lord in order that those who are suffering may be
comforted and blessed. "To comfort and to bless, To find a balm for woe, To tend the lone
and fatherless Is angels’ work below." God wants us to comfort others in need as we have
ability and opportunity: 1 Thess. 5.14 He also wants us to find a balm for woe by providing
consolation to those who are troubled: 2 Cor. 1.5-7 Thus, our giving to the Lord involves not only
the funds that we contribute to the work of the church, but also the good deeds that we do to help
others, including the fatherless: Jas. 1.27
Stanza 4 tells us that we should give to the Lord in order that those captive to sin may be taught
the truth and brought to Christ. "The captive to release, To God the lost to bring, To teach the
way of life and peace, It is a Christ-like thing." Surely, there are those captives to sin who
need to be released: Lk. 4.18-19 Therefore, we need to give of our time, effort, and talent to do
what we can to spread the word and bring the lost to God: Acts 8.4, 1 Tim. 2.2 Also, we need to
devote a portion of our funds to support others in sounding out the word of the Lord for the lost to
hear and obey: 2 Cor. 11.8
Stanza 5 tells us that we should give to the Lord because whatever we do to help others is, in
essence, a gift to the Lord. "And we believe Thy word, Though dim our faith may be,
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, We do it unto Thee." Because God has always kept His
promises and blessed us so bountifully, we should believe His word: 1 Thess. 2.13 Of course,
sometimes like even the apostles, due to various circumstances, our faith is somewhat dim: Matt.
16.8 Yet, we should remember that by helping the sick, hungry, thirsty, needy, and imprisoned we
are actually helping Jesus because we are letting His influence be seen in our good deeds: Matt.
25.34-40
This song well illustrates what How himself once stated as the ideals for a worthy hymn: "A good
hymn should be like a good prayer–simple, real, earnest, and reverent." It was written to be sung
before the offering, in a manner similar to the way we often sing a song to prepare our minds for
the Lord’s supper. Perhaps, that is not such a bad idea. However, whether we sing it before the
offering or not, we certainly need to manifest an attitude to God in whatever and whenever we
give, that "We Give Thee But Thine Own."
Taken from hymnstudiesblog published 11/24/2008 edited by Kathleen Heller
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WOMEN MINISTRIES REPORT
October 2022

-by Bonnie Stephens
wm.northbrookcov@gmail.com

"Connecting women...impacting the world"

People Helping People - Palatine – We received a donation of 244 hygiene kits for Cornerstone
from People Helping People! Carol Trott from Cornerstone was with us Sunday August 28 to bring us
an update. She was able to pick up the kits as well as other much needed items. It’s great when we
all work together!
A New Need Met – When I checked the price of towels and pillows at Kohl’s I saw that they were on
sale and I had a 40% off! So I contacted Eve at Cornerstone to find out if they needed more. They
are pretty good for their current projects but now they have been asked to take in immigrants from
Texas and of course they said yes! They have starting receiving new families and a need is towels,
pillows and washcloths! Eve said they could use 150 towels, 200 washcloths and 75 pillows so off to
Kohl’s I went to fulfill their needs. We are so blessed to be able to help out. We already had the
washcloths and I was able to purchase the towels and pillows they need. Like Eve said, “you never
know who God is going to send to your door!” So now we are accepting monetary donations to
cover the cost of the ministry!
Christmas Wrapping Night – We will be once again be providing Christmas “Grab Bags” for the
adults at CCO. The gifts include a towel, washcloths, socks and hygiene items. We can use your help
wrapping the gifts (about 150). An evening to wrap has been scheduled for Thursday, October 20 at
7pm at the church. We can also use some help carrying all the “goodies” and supplies up stairs and
moving them into the Fellowship Hall. We should have everything ready to move upstairs by Sunday, October 16 after church. We are still in need of tooth brushes and deodorant for the project.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with the cost of the purchase of the other
needed items checks can be made out to Women Ministries and placed in the wooden Women
Ministries box in the narthex. Thank you for your continued support of this vital ministry.
Kohl’s Cash – If you have Kohl’s cash that you are not going to use (or rewards cash) we can use it!
The certificates can be dropped off at the church in the Women Ministries wooden box in the
narthex or you can email the certificate number along with the PIN (or a copy of the bar code) to
Bonnie. The valid dates is helpful. The Kohl’s cash is usually used for pillows and bath towels. There
is also a need for washcloths.
Continued needs for CCO – We have been purchasing much needed pillows and towels for CCO. We
also try to provide as many pillow cases as we can. As we have some excellent sewers we can also
use fabric suitable to make pillowcases (approximately 1 yard). Sheets can also be to make pillow
cases. Other items needed include towels, washcloths, toothbrushes, flashlights, reading glasses,
diapers, feminine hygiene products and birthday cards. Donations may be dropped off at the
church. Monetary donations are always appreciated. You may place your donation in the wooden
WM donation box in the narthex. Envelopes are provided on the box. Checks should be made out
to Women Ministries noting CCO in the memo line.
Mark Your Calendar – Our annual Advent program is planned for Thursday, December 1 at 7pm.
This is our annual evening of music and fellowship as we prepare for the Advent Season. Invite a
friend!

7

WORLD MISSIONS
A few Missionary overviews for Missionaries we support through our World Mission-Faith
Promise Fund. Any donations to support our missionaries can be designated by putting World
Missions in the memo line of your check or selecting World Missions in online giving. Check
out our mission board in the hallway for the most recent newsletters from these missionaries.

Don and Lillian Dwight
Serving in Taiwan
Ministry Overview: We pastor a church (Jesus Covenant

Church) of migrant Filipino factory workers who have found work in
Taiwan. There are over 100,000 Filipinos in Taiwan and this church
endeavors to give these Filipinos a new home in Christ and a loving
family while away from their home in the Philippines. Along with Don’s
preaching, Lillian leads several Bible studies for the church. This
June we just finished 30 years of ministry at the missionary school,
Morrison Academy. Now we will be focused on the ministry to
Filipinos, but will also help Fengyuan Covenant Church (Chinese
speaking) with an after school kids program for low income families
along with other outreaches.

Gary and Mary Lou Sander
Serving in Columbia
Ministry Overview: We are working in the area of leadership
training, facilitating the strengthening and the development of
mentoring relationships with the present pastoral and ministry
leadership of the local Covenant churches, with the Social
Justice and Community Outreach Ministries, and with the new
leadership found among the young adults. We share life
experiences and Biblical insight and truths with one another.
Such strengthening and development of these mentoring
relationships will facilitate unity and have a positive impact
among the current and future Covenant leadership in
Colombia, as the participants are encouraged and equipped to
mentor others.

New Life Radio: Dan and Oksana Johnson
Serving in Odessa, Ukraine
Ministry Objective: Proclaiming Christ to the Russian-

speaking world SINCE 1996, New Life Radio has introduced
domestic Christian radio inside of Russia on FM, Satellite, and
Internet radio. Pray for our radio missionary team as they are
effectively reaching listeners across the Slavic world, including
Israel. NLR takes up Christ’s command to proclaim the Gospel to
the ends of the earth, which is literally what our satellite and
Internet transmissions do! Thanks for blessing others with the gift
of Christian radio!
NLR Update-It is a task for a lifetime, but it’s not an easy one, being based in Odessa. As the residents of this city on the Black Sea face an uncertain
future with the Kremlin’s intentions to take it, and the resulting daily attacks in the city and region, many would question why we remain there. The
history of our faith is one of facing danger in the midst of trial, often death, and it is our Lord who called us to pick up our cross, deny ourselves, and
follow HIM! While our broadcast center in Odessa remains intact—thanks for your prayers—and we have a backup station for our network in Romania,
NLR will continue transmitting solid Christian doctrine while making plans to increase the scope of our work as the doors to ministry and witnessing
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are wide open. It’s a matter of stepping through them in confidence and assurance knowing the Lord will direct our path should this be His will.

LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE
The Leadership Team met on September 14th for our monthly meeting. We are
working our way through the book BLESS—this month we discussed the theme:
Serve—To BLESS our neighbor, Jesus invites us to serve. In many ways this is a
strength of our church—we are a “serving church.” The challenge for all of us is how
do we continue to serve, both personally and as a church community—where is God
calling each of us to serve?
Other topics of discussion included:
1. Pastor Jose will be leading us through a series on Stewarding our Blessings
which will lead up to our Vision Sunday on November 6th. This time when you will be
asked to consider your next year’s financial commitment to our church. The LT will
be hosting a lunch following our morning worship service—be on the look out for
more information as the date gets closer.
2. We want to again thank Bob Olson for his management and oversight of our
financial systems and reports. Even in the midst of his recent medical challenges he
has kept us current and up to date. We can again report that we are meeting our
financial commitments. We are blessed to have financial reserves that enable us to
complete several building repairs—the last remaining project for this year will be
replacing the lighting in the sanctuary. Once the contract is finalized we will keep you
informed as to the cost and timing of the work.
3. Pastor Jose is leading the process of seeking candidates for the Music/Worship
and Children Ministry positions. He has been in contact with a number of individuals
who have made inquiry. Please be in prayer as we seek to discern God’s leading in
this process.

4. Those of us that were able to be a part of the lunch hosted by the Sarang Church
know what a wonderful meal and time of fellowship that was . We have developed a
good relationship with the Sarang leadership and look forward to more opportunity for
worship and fellowship together.
The next LT meeting is scheduled for October 19th.
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Worship with us!
Sundays at 10:30am

For Virtual Worship Visit us online at northbrookcovenant.org
We exist to glorify God
– Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –
by becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ
and inviting others to join us.

Lead Pastor, José González
joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Director of Youth Ministries

youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries

Northbrook Covenant Church
2737 Techny Road
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-272-8270
www. Northbrookcovenant.org

music.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Melissa O’Hara
moharanbcc@gmail.com
Office Manager, Kathleen Heller
northbrook.covenant@gmail.com
Pianist, Vera Vasilenko
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