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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his love endures forever.-- Psalm 136:1
Entering this month I am preparing myself for the
calendar to speed up exponentially. The holidays come
quickly with plans and preparations to be had and dates
that seemed far off knock on the door quickly. It can be
easy to forget the posture of gratitude that we are
encouraged to have with Thanksgiving at the end of the
month. Gratitude of course is all over scripture and the
verse above is a common refrain in various places,
reading exactly the same way or close to it. In Psalm
136 the second part is the refrain for the whole psalm
interspersed among declarations of God’s works–“his
love endures forever.” And so this psalm especially
speaks to being grateful to God for who God is (“...he is
good..”) and for his love which endures “forever.”
The month also begins with our vision Sunday, for which
gratitude is also appropriate. As we consider how God is
calling us to contribute to the church in the upcoming
year with our time, resources, creativity, and energy, it is
worth recognizing that all we do and give is in response
to who he is and the many things he has already done
and given, and continues to. Chief among these of
course is relationship with him through his Son, the Lord
Jesus. But all these are manifestations of his goodness
and love.

So take inventory of the many blessings God has
blessed in your life and in our church, and praise him in
gratitude. And also consider how he may lead you to
follow him in response to his goodness and love.
Whatever way that may be, let us follow his leading
gladly with praise and gratitude on our hearts and lips.

Pastor José
Northbrook Evangelical Covenant Church
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Adult Sunday School Dr. Nathan Clayton from North Park Seminary is teaching us on the psalms.
Join us on Sunday at 9:15am in the fellowship hall.
CLON Chat– Our next CLON Chat is Tuesday November 8th at 2:30 p.m. in the South Village
Room. Hope to see you there.
Thursday Night Men's Group Join us as we discuss how Jesus informs how we might view or
respond to what is happening in our world. We'll meet at the church the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the
month at 6:30pm. Contact Pastor José if you're interested. joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Do You Knit? Our neighboring faith communities are looking for people who people who would like
to knit, crochet, or craft by other means care items such as blankets, scarves, hair loss caps,
prenatal caps, or "blankies" that may be distributed to patients at Glenbrook Hospital when they are
visited by clergy. If you are interested in making items or buying materials for such efforts, please
get in touch with Pastor José, joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com

Vision Sunday and Luncheon Our Vision Sunday and Lunch will be held November 6th at noon
following the service. We encourage you to join us in celebrating how God has blessed us in the
church, and to consider how God is leading you to give to the church in the upcoming year. You may
turn commitment cards in at the lockbox marked for offering in the lobby or you may email your
pledge to the office. Please RSVP or submit your pledge to the office at
northbrook.covenant@gmail.com
Northbrook Clergy Association Thanksgiving Service The annual community Thanksgiving
service with our neighboring faith communities will be held on Wednesday November 23rd at 7pm
at the Islamic Cultural Center of Greater Chicago and is open to all, as we gather with the common
ground of gratitude before God. Contact Pastor José with any questions.
New Director of Music and Family Ministries Coming Soon The Leadership Team is pleased to
announce that Rachel Johnson has agreed to join our staff as Director of Music and Family
Ministries. This full-time position will oversee the direction and coordination of music for our services
as well as our youth and children’s ministries in conjunction with our children’s ministry coordinators
and volunteers. Rachel grew up in the Evangelical Covenant Church, earned her bachelor’s degree
at North Park, and has a Master of Divinity from Princeton Theological Seminary. Rachel will be
moving to the area from the west coast and brings her experience in leading congregational
worship, congregational youth ministry and camp ministry, and curriculum development among other
things. We are excited to have Rachel as part of our church staff. Rachel will begin her role on
December 1st.

November Birthdays:
4-Anthony Sinople
14-Linda Porth
16-Jennifer Perfetti
18-Jordan Bucher
24-McKayla Smith
24-John Lichter
29-Grant Erickson
30-Neil Warnygora

November Anniversaries:
None this month. If your birthday or
anniversary is missing from our newsletter please contact the church office.

Happy Anniversary
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Ministry Update
Growing Deeper
Ready to go deeper? Spiritual practices have long been a way for us to be
first “in God” so we might go further in mission. If you’d like to try new
practices to go deeper with God. Check out the “Growing Deeper”
practices on covchurch.org for downloads, or ask Pastor José for a print
out of one.
Winter Camp 2023- Registration for Winter Camp goes live in November! For those of you who
don't know, we have a tradition of going up to Covenant Harbor in Lake Geneva, WI for Winter
Camp every year. This year, the dates are in January or February of 2023. The cost is $181 per
student but please don't let cost be the reason your student isn't able to come. We want to make
sure that every student who wants to be there can be there! If interested in having your student
attend, please contact Pastor Jose. Check out more about Winter Camp by following the link
https://covenantharbor.org/winter-camp-6th-12th-grades/
_______________________________________________________________________________

Annual Vision Gathering
Sunday, November 6, 2022
Lunch at 12:00 pm
Please save this date for a very special gathering
Lunch will be provided.
Sign up at the Welcome Center if you plan on
attending or contact the church office
Please bring your filled out Commitment Card to the Lunch
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Northbrook Covenant Kids

Children and Family Ministry Update

NOVEMBER
Our children have continued to learn and focus on our
Communion curriculum this past month. We've had the
opportunity to dig deeper into the meaning of
communion and why we partake in this special
sacrament. It has really been a wonderful time to learn
and grow with our children. They may be small, but their
hearts are big for Jesus! Our congregation will get to
hear all about their love for Jesus in December. You
won't want to miss it!
A big thank you to Beth Olson for helping to orchestrate a Vision Lunch craft. Please
make sure to check out the centerpieces on the luncheon tables in a few weeks.

Looking Ahead... Feed My Starving Children Event
Saturday December 10th

from 9:00-10:45 a.m.
742 East Park Ave, Libertyville, IL
60048
Contact Melissa or sign up at the
Welcome Center if you plan on
attending.
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Now Thank We all Our God (Psalm 34) CHW #31 Blog By: Devotion In Action 11/22/20
“I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise will always be on my lips.” Psalm 34:1
“Now Thank We All Our God” was written by a minister named Martin Rinkart. It is uplifting,
encouraging, and rejoicing in tone. You might think that the author of this song lived a “too
blessed to be stressed” kind of life. This is not the case.
The Life of Martin Rinkart Martin Rinkart lived in Eilenburg, Germany during multiple invasions,
wars, overcrowding of refugees, plague, and overwhelming loss in both his community and
personal life. A German Lutheran Pastor, Rinkart lived from 1586-1649. A good part of his
ministry was spent during the Thirty Years’ War, when Eilenburg was invaded and conquered
multiple times. Refugees caused overcrowding and famine. Without enough to consistently feed
themselves, Martin and his family took people in need into their home to care for them. In the
midst of this darkness, it would seem that it could not get any worse. Then, the plague came.
Sickness and Death The Plague swept through Eilenburg, and Martin was suddenly the only
pastor still alive in the entire city. Performing over 4,000 funerals, he sometimes conducted up to
50 a day as people succumbed to the sickness. He lost friends and even his wife to this horrible
disease. In the middle of all this loss, he would gather his household around a table with only
scraps for food and pray this prayer:
Now Thank We All Our God
Verse 2:
Verse 3:
Verse 1:
O may this bounteous God
All praise and thanks to God
Now thank we all our God
through
all
our
life
be
near
us,
the Father now be given,
with heart and hands and voices,
with
ever
joyful
hearts
the Son and Spirit blest,
who wondrous things has done,
and blessed peace to cheer us, who reign in highest heaven
in whom his world rejoices;
to keep us in his grace,
the one eternal God,
who from our mothers’ arms
and
guide
us
when
perplexed,
whom heaven and earth adore;
has blessed us on our way
and
free
us
from
all
ills
for thus it was, is now,
with countless gifts of love,
of this world in the next.
and shall be evermore.
and still is ours today.
Bless the Lord At ALL Times
What an inspiration this is to me! When I start to feel sorry for myself or think that my life is totally
the pits, I need to look to heroes of the faith like Martin Rinkart who stayed thankful, joyful, and
peaceful through Christ in the face overwhelming tragedy. We should bless the Lord at all times.
The circumstances of our lives do not negate or prove His goodness. He is good no matter what
we experience. When we surrender to God in thanksgiving, He can flood us with His peace in the
middle of the hard times. “Taste and see that the Lord is good. How happy is the person who
takes refuge in him!” Psalm 34:8
Action Step: Let’s use our whole bodies to thank Him today like the song suggests:
Our Hearts – Let’s lift our hearts to the Lord, rehearsing the good things He has done for us and
releasing any bitterness that has started to set in this year.
Our Hands – Let’s get outside our own heads and think of something we can actively do to help
someone else. Maybe it is to help a family member or neighbor. Perhaps we can donate food to a
local food pantry or church for those in need. Maybe it is simply writing an encouraging note, text,
or email to someone, or picking up the phone to connect with loved ones far away.
Our Voices – Whether you consider yourself to be a “singer” or not, let’s lift our voices in grateful
song to Him. God loves our worship because we are His children (not because He thinks we
should go on America’s Got Talent).
“Don’t worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7
Prayer: Dear God, help us to keep our eyes on You and not on the hard things going on in our
world today. Help us to rely on you and not lose sight of your incredible blessings. We thank you
with our hearts and hands and voices today! In Jesus’ name, amen.
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WOMEN MINISTRIES REPORT

November 2022

-by Bonnie Stephens
wm.northbrookcov@gmail.com

"Connecting women...impacting the world"

Wrapping Event - On Thursday, October 20 at 7 PM we held a “Wrapping Night”
at the church. The work night was attended by 12 women. We assembled and
wrapped gift bags for 75 women and 65 men for a total of 140!. We have supplies
at the ready in case more are needed. Each gift bag costs about $15. If you
would like to donate to the project, checks can be made to Women Ministries and
placed in the wooden WM box in the narthex. Thank you for your continued
support.
Giving Tree – The Giving Tree will make its appearance once again. Donations
from the Giving Tree will be used to purchase needed items for Cornerstone.
There are envelopes that you may take to make a monetary donation to help
purchase Christmas gifts for the residents of Cornerstone. For many of the
residents this may be the only Christmas gift they receive.
Kohl’s Cash – If you have Kohl’s cash that you are not going to use (or rewards
cash) we can use it! The certificates can be dropped off at the church in the
Women Ministries wooden box in the narthex or you can email the certificate
number along with the PIN (or a copy of the bar code) to Bonnie. Valid dates are
helpful. The Kohl’s cash is usually used for pillows and bath towels. There is also
a need for washcloths.
Mark Your Calendar – Our annual Advent program is planned for Thursday,
December 1 at 7pm. This is our annual evening of music and fellowship as we
prepare for the Advent Season. Stay tuned for more details. There is a sign-up
sheet so we know how many to prepare for. Invite a friend!
Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Stephens

“Connecting women...impacting the world”
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WORLD MISSIONS
Covenant World Relief and Development- CWRD Sunday November 20thDesignate CWRD in the memo line of your check. The following is from the CWRD Fall
2022 Update.
Covenant Response to Ukraine In February 2022 the world watched in shock as
Russia invaded Ukraine. Through our international partners, Covenant World Relief and
Development was able to respond quickly to the needs of the Ukrainian people, millions
of whom have fled for refuge throughout Europe. This crisis has touched the hearts of
Covenanters, enabling CWRD to partner in the provision of medical assistance, trauma
care, food, and lodging for Ukrainian refugees in Moldova, Poland, Romania, and
Slovakia. In June, CWRD partner Hope International Ministries led a trip to Poland and
Romania to visit the refugee ministry there. We met a Ukrainian couple in Cluj, Romania,
who had fled from Ukraine when the shelling in Kyiv hit just outside of their home.
Dennis and Galina were sheltering friends and neighbors in their basement as the war
raged around them. With 30 people in the home, including 18 children, they finally
decided that the families needed to evacuate. After moving all the women and children
further west, Dennis remained with his mother and father until the bombs were too
close. When we met Dennis and Galina, they were living in a comfortable apartment
provided by our CWRD partner. In July, their baby daughter was born in safety because
of the faithfulness of God’s people. The plight of more than 7 million Ukrainian refugees
reminds us that more than 27 million refugees and 53 million internally displaced
people have fled violence and natural disasters in recent years around the world. CWRD
continues to stand with refugees from Syria, South Sudan, Central African Republic, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, and Venezuela.
Understanding IDPs and Refugees CWRD serves both refugees and internally
displaced persons (IDPs). An INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSON (IDP) is someone who
was forced to leave their home due to war, violence, persecution, or natural disaster. A
REFUGEE has been forced to leave their home and has crossed an international
boundary seeking refuge. According to the UN Refugee Agency, at the end of 2021—
before the war in Ukraine began—there were already more than 80 million IDPs and
refugees around the world, 40% of whom are children.
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LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE
The Leadership Team met on October 19th for our monthly meeting. Pastor Jose
lead us in a discussion on the importance of “Telling Our Story.” By simply telling our
story in three parts—who we were before we met Jesus, how we met Jesus and what
our life has been like since we met Jesus is key in sharing our faith with those we
come in contact with. This can be a challenge for all of us but if we are to truly bless
our neighbors we need to use our words to tell our story.
Other discussion items included:


The Leadership Team wants to invite you and encourages you to join us for our
Vision Lunch on November 6th following the Sunday worship service. Your
presence will be an encouragement to us all and your response will help us as we
plan for the coming year. Please sign up and join us for what will be an enjoyable
time of fellowship on November 6th.



By now you have received an email announcement that Rachel Johnson has been
hired to serve as Director of Music and Family Ministries. We are blessed that
Rachel has sensed the call to serve in our church. She is multi-gifted and will be
filling a number of needs on our staff. An informational meeting was held
following the Sunday service on October 30th. Rachel will be starting her staff
responsibilities on December 1st. We all look forward to meeting Rachel and
welcoming her to our church family.



After many years of supervising our custodial team, Dana Johanson will be retiring
and moving with her husband Kurt to Arkansas. Dana is also retiring from her
position at Covenant Living after 33 years of service. On behalf of our entire
church family we want to thank her for how she has so faithfully cared for and
maintained our church facilities. We are also pleased that Marta Gruca who has
been on the custodial team for many years will be assuming supervising
responsibilities.

Our next LT meeting will be on Monday November 14th.
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Worship with us!
Sundays at 10:30am

For Virtual Worship Visit us online at northbrookcovenant.org
We exist to glorify God
– Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –
by becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ
and inviting others to join us.

Lead Pastor, José González
joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Director of Youth Ministries

youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries

Northbrook Covenant Church
2737 Techny Road
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-272-8270
www. Northbrookcovenant.org

music.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Melissa O’Hara
moharanbcc@gmail.com
Office Manager, Kathleen Heller
northbrook.covenant@gmail.com
Pianist, Vera Vasilenko
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