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From the Pastor’s Pen… 

Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can 
bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can 
you bear fruit unless you remain in me. (John 15:4) 
 
This verse is one I’ve mentioned a few times. It’s an 
easy one to keep coming back to because it speaks so 
directly to the importance of prayer. Any fruit we hope to 
bear, any work we hope to accomplish for our Lord, is 
completely dependent on our connection with Jesus.  
 
While many things have begun to sprout and bloom, 
people who have gardens are often working on them 
this year so that things grow well. Often growing things 
well requires attention to the right details so that plants, 
vegetables, or flowers can take root, get the nutrients 
they need and blossom. Similarly our spiritual growth 
can require attention to our prayer life as we                
intentionally connect with Jesus and enter his presence. 
It is there we will grow and foster the connection through 
which we will bear fruit. 
 
This month we’ll look at that connection a little closer. 
On Sunday morning and go through a series that will 
encourage us to examine our connection to Jesus and 
to grow in prayer. This is critical to growing as disciples. 
And if all this talk about growing gets you thinking about 
gardening consider stopping by the Women Ministries 
plant sale this month to add something to your garden. 
May we grow in our connection with Jesus and see him 
grow us and bear fruit in wonderful ways.  
 

Pastor José  
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 May Anniversaries: 

8-Chris & Ena Zurad             41 years 

24– Don & Eileen St. Clair    52 years 

May Birthdays: 

1-Jamie Joseph 

2-Lori Warnygora 

5– Dale Luecht 

18– Raun Gallegos 

19– Paul Myers 

19— Paul Terzis 

26– Marilyn Sundberg 

28– Vanessa Huenten 

Happy Anniversary 

CLON Chat  will be held this month on Tuesday May 9th at 2:30 p.m. in the              
Axelson Activity Room. Please note that the location has changed going forward 
to the Axelson Activity Room. Join us for a time to pray for and  discuss whatever 
is on people’s hearts concerning life, faith, and our church. While primarily directed 
toward our congregation at Covenant Living, visitors and curious friends are very  
welcome. 

Women Ministries Plant Sale Our annual plant sale is scheduled for 
May 19 and 20 from 9 a.m.—2 p.m. This is our big fund raiser for the 
year. Please consider purchasing plants or hanging   baskets for your 
garden. 

 

 

Gather 2023 We are in need of 2 delegates to attend the ECC annual meeting in 
Garden Grove, CA June 28-July 1. The good news is that this can be done virtually. It 
is important for our church to be represented at this meeting. If you are interested in 
attending please contact David Dwight at 847-431-0371 or dadwight22@gmail.com. 
The registration deadline is in early June. 

 

Bless our Community through a 5K Walk or Run 
On May 13th the North Suburban YMCA will hold the Healthy Kids 
day 5K walk/run supporting its mission toward community health and 
wellness. Register at nsymca.org 
On May 20th our church’s school district will host the Lew Blond 5K 

Run/Walk. Proceeds benefit ALS research through the Les Turner Foundation, and 
scholarships for prospective teachers at Glenbrook North, and District 30 projects. 
Register at lewblondrun.org 
 
Church Chat May 28th 
Come share praises and prayer requests as we talk and pray about what God is    
doing in our lives and the life of our church. We’ll meet in the Fellowship Hall Sunday 
School area at noon.  

 



 3 

May  2023 
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Ministry Update 
 
May 2023 
And just like that, April is gone! In April, I saw many of you participate in various 
ways during our Holy Week services at the beginning of the month, whether 
that was waving palm branches, helping out in the booth, or participating in the 
music. And it was awesome to see you serve!   
 

This month we are going through a curriculum during Sunday School called 
“What Does God Care About?” where we are talking about the various things that God really     
values, both in the Bible and in our world today.  Things like justice or community or our own    
spiritual growth! As we think about what God cares about, I encourage all of you to really think 
hard about what you care about, too. And how does your own faith and relationship with God     
inform what you care about in our world? 

 
BINGO MANIA 
Ah yes, the quest continues! This month saw the youth make a 
good start on the Bingo Mania Board. This board consists of 
certain tasks like “memorize a Bible verse,” “invite a friend to 
church,” or “serve as a Sunday greeter.” Once you get BINGO 
we’ll all go out and do something fun this summer. And I’ve 
heard some interesting suggestions so far as to what this    
outing could be… keep coming up with ideas! Church, please  
encourage our students at this time—ask them about their   
progress and find ways to help them get Bingo  
 

 
Prayer Requests for Youth Ministry: 
 The mania of May:  Our students are busy! Many of them are playing multiple sports or have 

multiple activities they are involved in this spring—which is very exciting! Please pray that in 
the midst of balancing various activities and school that our students stay healthy, happy, and 
engaged.   

 

 The mania of May, parents’ edition:  Our parents are very busy this spring as well! Please 
keep all our parents/guardians/grandparents in your prayers as they also balance kids’ various 
and competing schedules this spring. Pray for stamina, energy, peace, and rest for them as 
they navigate this time before the end of the school year.   

 

 Finishing out the school year:  Please keep all our students in mind as they finish out their 
classes this month and take final exams. Pray especially for our high schoolers as this is often 
a stressful time of year with AP testing taking place over the first two weeks of May. Pray also 
that the 12th graders in our community finish out their high school experience well and with 
good closure before they start the next chapter of their lives.   

 

 Summer camp:  Many of our students are signed up to go to Covenant Harbor this year for 
summer camp… which is awesome! Right now Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point are 
working incredibly hard to get ready for this summer season:  working on programs, hiring staff, 
preparing to train staff, doing spring cleaning at camp, etc. Please pray for the staff at our 
camps in the midst of this busy season of preparation before a season where we have faith 
God will do much good work! 
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Northbrook Covenant Kids 
Children and Family Ministry Update  

SPRING IS HERE!!!! 
 

Our children began a new Sunday School series this month (written by our very own, 
Rachel Johnson...THANK YOU!!!) called What Does God Care About? We will be 
journeying through different areas each week to answer this question. We began with 
God Cares About....justice. Make sure to ask our children what that means. You will 
be pleasantly surprised by their deep answers! 

 

Rachel has created a wonderful activity for our kids! It's 
BINGO-MANIA! Rachel has challenged our children 
with different tasks to complete (either solo or as a 
group). Once our children complete a "BINGO" they 
will be able to choose a fun outing/activity. This has 
definitely stirred up a great desire to check off items. 
Stop by our area to see this board and what goals 
we're working toward. Rachel, you are amazing!!!!  
 

 

As We Look Ahead… 
 

We will complete our Sunday school series this month.  
As school wraps up, we will try to meet for a time 
of fellowship together (ice cream anyone....??). 
 

Check out these highlights from our month below. 
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Throughout the month of May, we are in the Easter season of the church year 
where we particularly remember and celebrate the new life we have through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We end this month by remembering and 
celebrating Pentecost, the day that the Holy Spirit came to the disciples. In April, 

this newsletter asked the question: where is God calling you to new life? This 
month, I invite you to consider: how is the Holy Spirit calling you to live out this new 

life in this season?  
 

As you hold this question throughout May, I invite you to also consider the hymn 
#275 “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” in the blue Covenant Hymnal (which we will sing 

at Pentecost). I love this one particular line in the refrain:  “Spirit of restlessness, stir 
me from placidness.” When it is sung, you can’t help but hear the earnestness in 

this plea for the Spirit to move in our hearts. Moreover, there is a consonant cluster 
of “s” sounds here that have the effect of sounding like the wind, which is an image 
often associated with the Holy Spirit. As you reflect on how the Holy Spirit is calling 
you to live out new life in this season, it is my prayer that all of us will be stirred in 

some way by our gentle and restless Holy Spirit. 
Rachel 

 
           You moved through the waters, you called to the deep,  

Then you coaxed up the mountains from valleys of sleep; 
And over the eons you called to each thing, 
“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” 

 
(Refrain) Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, Wind, Wind on the sea 

 
You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 
And you gifted your people with the law and a land; 
And where they were blinded with their idols and lies, 
Then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes 
 
You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 
Then you whisper’d in silence when the whole world was still; 
And down in the city you called once again 
When you blew through your people on the rush of the wind 
 
You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, 
From the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams, 
Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes, 
With bold new decisions your people arise. 
 
Words and Music:  James K. Manley, 1940- © 1996 Hark! Productions, Inc. 
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WOMEN MINISTRIES REPORT 

May 2023 
 

PLANT SALE IS COMING! – Our annual plant sale will be held Friday May 19 and Saturday May 20 
from 9AM to 2PM.  If you pre-ordered plants they will be available for pick up Friday May 19.  
 

Annual report for CCO 2022 – Here are a few of the impressive statistics we received from      
Cornerstone.  The 138 beds are occupied every night.  That makes a total of 50,082 nights that 
people were sheltered.  The cost of each night is $50 ($25 from donors and $25 from DFSS).  In 
2022 199 children stayed in a CCO family shelter (115 aged newborn to 5 years).  There were  
112 households permanently housed – 115 adults and 113 children.  There were 152,558 meals 
served out of the CCO kitchen.  Families and individuals moving from the shelter to new housing 
receive groceries to stock their kitchens.  We are fighting hunger together!  There were 17,280 
hours of individualized, wrap around services.  On average 18 guests a week were given medical 
care (67% of shelter guests reported a healthcare challenge.  More information can be found at 
ccolife.org   
 

Looking Ahead to Christmas! – We have been shopping a lot for things for Christmas.  This is the 
time to purchase the items as they are on clearance now.  This past Christmas we were able to 
supply new pj’s for all the kids and we are well on our way to do it again this year.  With careful 
spending (and fundraising) we hope to be able to supply winter pj’s for all the women (and many 
of the men) in addition to the kids.  We also have purchased a lot of women’s slipper socks and 
pj’s for men and women.  We have purchased enough Christmas wrapping paper for their needs.  
Now we just need to raise funds for the project.  If you are able to make a monetary donation, 
checks can be made out to Women Ministries and placed in the wooden WM lock box in the 
narthex.  Thank you for your continued support of this mission. 
 

Continuing needs for CCO – We received a notice of the great need for underwear, so of course 
we went on a shopping spree to fulfill the need!  Through a connection at Kohl’s we were able to 
supply over 1,200 pair of underpants!  And they were all laundered before being sent.  If you are 
able to help out financially with the CCO mission you can do so through Women Ministries.  
Checks should be made out to Women Ministries and placed in the wooden WM box located in 
the narthex behind the basket. We continue to collect greeting cards for CCO.  Hygiene items are 
always needed.  Other items needed include flashlights, place settings and silverware, bedding 
and pillowcases, and reading glasses.  Items can be dropped off at the church in the narthex.    
 

Kohl’s Cash  –  If you have Kohl’s cash that you are not going to use (or rewards cash) we can use 
it!  The certificates can be dropped off at the church in the Women Ministries wooden box in  the 
narthex or you can email the certificate number along with the PIN (or a copy of the bar code) to 
Bonnie.  Valid dates are helpful.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bonnie Stephens 

-by Bonnie Stephens 

wm.northbrookcov@gmail.com  
 “Connecting women...impacting the world” 
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WORLD MISSIONS 

Why Serve Globally? The Evangelical Covenant Church is committed to the whole mission of God. Since our 
inception, mission has been a central organizing motivation. We were originally known as Mission Friends, 
friends that study Scripture and seek to live it out authentically by caring well for our neighbor. As Serve 
Globally we are committed to the mission of the Covenant by joining God and the global church in God’s 
mission to see more disciples among more populations in a more caring and just world. Serve Globally     
consists of six ministries that facilitate our engagement in Asia, Africa, Europe, Latin America, and Middle 
East North Africa. Through sending, relief and development and equipping local congregations we join with 
individuals, our 850+ Covenant congregations and partners in over 50 countries so that together we can do 
more than we can do alone. The prayers, gifts and service of individuals and churches are transformed into 
amazing opportunities through the expertise, gifts, and service of our long-standing global partners in their 
contexts leading to the thriving of countless lives and flourishing of whole communities, thus edifying us as 
the Church. God is at work in powerful ways in the world! It is an honor to join God’s work through our  
global partners and personnel. We invite you to prayerfully consider how you can be part of God’s         
transformative work in ways that align with your heart! So why do we need the world? To give purpose to 
life, to participate in God’s kingdom work on earth, to effect change, and for our own on-going                 
transformation. 

Practical implications 

God has spoken, God has invited, and God has prepared a work for each of us in this restorative movement. 
What does it mean for us, the church, to participate in God’s mission in the world today? 

1. Sharing the Good News. We strive to share what is truly good about the gospel of grace and reconciliation in    
today’s world. For many, the term missions conjures up colonialism, forced conversion, and cultural destruction 
rather than the proclamation and demonstration of God’s Kingdom at hand. A correct understanding of God’s  
mission includes righting historical wrongs while living out God’s saving love, unconditional mercy, and striving for 
peace with justice - an authentic gospel.  

2. Mutual Transformation. At the heart of God’s mission is humility and the desire for all people to be reconciled to 
Christ and to one another. Because God initiated mission, we are not pioneers but partners. This posture of     
partnership acknowledges that all of us are equal before God, and that everyone (including Christ-followers) 
needs God’s transforming grace. In light of the unbalanced scales of history, we seek relational commitments with 
international partners for mutual support, encouragement, empowerment, and maturity.  

3. Holistic Mission. The good news of God’s reconciling mission reaches all aspects of creation regardless of race, 
gender, creed, or condition. As a result, the church’s role in God’s mission includes the spiritual and the social, but 
must also include the physical, the institutional, the economic, and all other dimensions of our existence. Ministry 
with the poor and oppressed is authentic gospel work, so we affirm creative evangelism and an uncompromising 
commitment to compassion and justice.  

4. Relational Immersion. Because God did not stay distant, God’s mission calls for proximity. This looks like people 
who live out the gospel contextually, lovingly, and effectively. The diversity of cultures in our world requires   
building trust, finding commonalities, and leaning into the rich diversity of differences. Incarnational mission 
means living among those whom God has called us to serve, committing to lifelong learning, relational growth, 
and sacrifice.  

5. Global and Local. In the age of globalization, our world is as much “right here” as it is “over there.” To participate 
in God’s mission is to engage with the world in our own neighborhoods and communities, to serve alongside   
partners across the globe, and to and to send some to the ends of the earth. Whether its refugees, students, the 
working class, or business professionals, we seek to equip the intercultural church to engage and serve here and 
abroad.  

(Taken from the Serve Globally page of covchuch.org which you can visit for more information) 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT    

The Leadership Team met for our monthly meeting in April. The following  items were 
on the agenda and discussed:  

- Bob Olson presented the first quarter financial report. He noted that  82% of our giving 
budget comes from those who have pledged to give this year and that portion of our 
revenue has held up well. The “non pledged” portion of our budget is where we are   
falling short. By definition it is difficult to predict so through the first quarter we are  
$4206 behind in our giving projections. We will continue to monitor this trend as we 
move through the year. The good news is that expenses are running behind budget but 
it was noted that it is still early and many of the major expenses such as insurance and 
maintenance repairs have not occurred even though we know they will be coming later 
in the year.  

- We will not be holding a designated work day but the Property Committee is              
developing a list of projects that need to be worked on and we will encourage                  
volunteers to work on these projects during the week as their time and abilities             
permit.  

- Rachel Johnson is continuing to work toward her Covenant Ministerial License and 
Ordination. She will be taking a few Covenant Orientation  classes through North Park 
Seminary. We look forward to supporting her in this significant process.  

- You will be hearing more about this over the next few weeks but we will  holding a 
combined service with the Sarang Church on June 4th and will host them for lunch  
after the service. Please hold this date and plan on joining us for what will be a   
meaningful and fun experience.  

- We spent time discussing the need to review and update our Building Safety/Security 
procedures. There is nothing specific on our radar screen but we want to make sure we 
doing everything we can to  provide a safe, secure environment not only on Sunday but 
also  throughout the week. We will be contacting both our insurance provider and the 
Northbrook Police Department to see what recommendations they might have. 

 

- We will be designating another Sunday this summer as Covenant Harbor Sunday 
when we will encourage folks to spend a day at the Harbor. While we have not yet set a 
date we have become aware that Sunday July 30th will be a day when two new        
residential buildings will be dedicated and that will be a date that the Harbor will be    
extending an invitation to join with them in that celebration.  

The next LT meeting is scheduled for May 30th. 
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Lead Pastor, José González 

 joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com 
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   music.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

   youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Melissa O’Hara 

 moharanbcc@gmail.com  

Office Manager, Kathleen Heller 

   northbrook.covenant@gmail.com 

Pianist, Vera Vasilenko 

 

 

 

Northbrook Covenant Church 

2737 Techny Road 

Northbrook, IL 60062 

847-272-8270 

www. Northbrookcovenant.org 

Worship with us! 

Sundays at 10:30am 

For Virtual Worship Visit us online at northbrookcovenant.org 

We exist to glorify God  
–  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –  

by becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ  

and inviting others to join us.  


