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From the Pastor’s Pen… 

“Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear 
fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear 
fruit unless you remain in me. (John 15:4)” 
 
This month begins just after the first Sunday in Lent, a     
season that the church has traditionally marked with          
repentance, fasting, giving of ourselves or resources, and 
reflection. It is a season where Christians try to hone their 
focus on Jesus, and in doing so they may add or subtract 
things or practices (like the aforementioned or others) into 
their life to help them do so, and prepare to celebrate the 
resurrection on Easter Sunday. The season begins with Ash 
Wednesday and a reflection on our mortality. That reality 
can be seen as an extension of the reality Jesus speaks of 
in the verse above–that we are completely dependent on 
him to bear fruit, and indeed on God for everything.  
 
While no passages of scripture command observance of the 
season or instruct how to observe it, it is a good opportunity 
to press into the reality that we need Jesus continually. I   
encourage you to consider how God may be leading you to 
connect with Him this season. There are opportunities this 
month to live out our lives as disciples by giving of ourselves 
and seeking the Lord. 
 
On March 12th, the Hunger Free Northbrook Initiative will 
hold “Family Night” at Sunset foods, open to all the          
community inviting them to give to or shop for bags of      
groceries for students in need that are served by the            
initiative. On March 25th, Our children’s ministry will again 
lead us in a time of joy-filled service at Feed My Starving 
Children, helping provide meals for children in need              
somewhere around the world. On the 26th we’ll have              
another time after service to talk about and pray for what 
God is doing in our church and our lives. Whether these are 
part of the journey for you or not, consider how you are    
staying connected to Jesus this season.    
 

Pastor José  
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26-Ed Joseph 

26-Jack O’Hara 

30-Daniel Frownfelter 

March Anniversaries: 

14-Peter & Vanessa Johnson   31 years 

20-Anthony & Carol Sinople     28 years 

24– José & Kristin González    11 years 

March Birthdays: 

3-Judi Myers 

6-Marilyn Anderson 

9-Daniel Joseph 

10-Don St. Clair 

10-Peter Johnson 

17-Mary Lynn Dornfeld 

20-Ben Schonken 

25-Kyle Joseph 

Happy Anniversary 

CLON Chat  will be held this month on Tuesday March 14th at 2:30 p.m. in the    
Axelson Activity Room. Please note that the location has changed going forward 
to the Axelson Activity Room. Join us for a time to pray for and  discuss whatever 
is on people’s hearts concerning life, faith, and our church. While primarily directed 
toward our congregation at Covenant Living, visitors and curious friends are very  
welcome. 

Family Night with Hunger Free Northbrook Join our     
partners and community friends at Sunset Foods on March 
12th from 4-7pm to help give to or assemble bags of         

groceries for food-insecure families in Northbrook. Bags are $35. Help us meet our 
goal of 200 bags. You can also give through your church offering. Just mark HFN in 
the memo line of your check and place in the offering basket. 
 
Voters Meeting- This is a notice that the Leadership Team is recommending Rachel 
Johnson, our Director of Music and Family Ministries, for membership in Northbrook                    
Evangelical Covenant Church and following the service on March 5th, 2023, we will 
have a special congregational meeting to vote on her membership. If you are a  
member of the church and able to be present, the leadership team encourages you 
to attend and approve Rachel's membership. Thank you for your consideration.  

 
Feed My Starving Children– Join us for a packing event on 
March 25th beginning at 9 a.m. at the Libertyville location. Please 
sign up at the Welcome Center if you are interested in attending. 
Contact Melissa O’Hara for more information.   

 
Church Chat- Join us for lunch after service on March 26th to gather and discuss 
what God is calling us to do and be as a church now and into the future. RSVP 
at northbrook.covenant@gmail.com or by calling the church at 847-272-8270 ext. 
3. or signing up at the Welcome Center. 
 

 

 

mailto:northbrook.covenant@gmail.com
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March  2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26 

9:15 Adult SS 

10:30 Worship 

11:45 Annual 

Meeting 

 

5:45 Small 

Group 

27 

 

 

 

6 am M-F         

SC Prayer  Time 

28 1 2 
9:30 am Quiet 
Time w/ God 

6::30 pm  Men’s 

Bible Study  

3 

 

4 

5 

9:15 Adult SS 

10:30 Worship 

11:45 Voters 

Meeting 

 

 

5:45 pm Small 

Group                

6 

 
 

  

 

6 am M-F         

SC Prayer Time       

7 

 

8 9 
9:30 am Quiet 
Time w/ God 

10 11 

12 
9:15 Adult SS 

10:30 Worship  

4-7 pm HFN 

Sunset Foods 

DST Begins 

5:45 pm Small 

Group                

13 

 
 

 

6 am M-F         

SC Prayer  Time 

14          
2:30 CLON Chat 

At Axelson 

15 16 
9:30 am Quiet 
Time w/ God 
 

6::30 pm  Men’s 

Bible Study  

17 18 

 

19 
9:15 Adult SS 

10:30 Worship 

 

5:45 pm Small 

Group                

20 
 

 
 

 

6 am M-F         

SC Prayer Time 

21 
7 pm LT Meeting 

 
 

22 

 

 

23 
9:30 am Quiet 
Time w/ God 

 

 
 

24 

 

 

25 
9 am Packing 

Event Libertyville 

26 

9:15 Adult SS 

10:30 Worship 

 

 

5:45 pm Small 

Group                

 

27 

 

 
 

6 am M-F         

SC Prayer  Time 

28 30 31         
9:30 am Quiet 

Time w/ God 

1 2 
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Ministry Update 
March 2023 
Ok, so the groundhog (our esteemed Punxsutawney Phil) said there 
would be six more weeks of winter… but that doesn’t mean that spring 
isn’t coming because March is already here! Later in March is St.       
Patrick’s Day. Saint Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. We don’t know 
a whole lot about his life, but we do know that he devoted his life to God 
and worked to convert the people of Ireland to Christianity all the way 
back in the 400s. It is said that St. Patrick used the shamrock to teach 
people about God. Patrick would explain that each leaf represents Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. It’s also said that the three leaves represent faith, hope, and love.  
 
How amazing to see the Creator in creation! As the seasons slowly begin to change and 
the cold gray of winter gives way to a warmer, budding spring, where do you see God in 
the natural world? Where do you see the Creator in the creation? 

 
Family Night with Hunger Free Northbrook 
On Sunday, March 12 Hunger Free        
Northbrook is hosting a Family Night at Sunset 
Foods from 4:00 - 7:00 pm to assemble bags 
of groceries for food-insecure families in  
Northbrook. Bags are $35. Help us meet our 
goal of 200 bags. Come join us!  

 
 
Feed My Starving Children 
Mark your calendars because on Saturday, March 25 
Northbrook Covenant has another Feed My Starving  
Children packing event from 9:00 - 10:45 am at the    
Libertyville location (742 East Park Ave., Libertyville, 
IL). You must register to go, and registration will begin in 
early March. Contact Melissa O’Hara or email 
youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com for more information.  

 Summer 2023  
@ Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point 

Spots are filling up very fast at both      
Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point. If 
you or a friend are interested in going to 

camp this summer, register on the camp’s 
website as soon as possible! As a           

reminder, there are funds available to 
make camp possible for everyone. So if you or a friend would like to 

go to one of the summer camps, please do not let cost stand in the way of going. Please 
reach out to Rachel (youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com) if you have any questions  

 
  
  

mailto:youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com
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Northbrook Covenant Kids 
Children and Family Ministry Update  

Just wanted to share.....we have an AMAZING group of children here at Northbrook! We are so very 
proud of each one of them who bravely stood in front of our congregation to share their testimonies. 
Each of these children worked extremely hard on perfecting their story to share with you. We      
continue to be amazed at how God is moving in these children as they grow closer to Him. Just as 
we are continuing to walk on our journeys, it is a true blessing to watch these children's stories     
unfold before our eyes. I continue to say it, but I love watching God work in and through our children! 

Thank you to 
Alexa Smith 
for reading 
scripture this 
month as 
well.   

As we look ahead,  we invite you to join 
us for another Feed My Starving         
Children Event on Saturday March 25 
from 9:00-10:45 at the Libertyville         
location. There is a sign up sheet at the 
welcome counter. Space is limited so be 
sure to sign up soon. 

Just as you have been learning how to B.L.E.S.S. others 
in service, our children have been doing the same in 
Sunday school. We will finish out this series with 
our children in the next couple weeks. I'm sure our     
children would tell you that "Eating" was probably their 
favorite section so far (we made the chocolate chip  
cookies some of you  enjoyed at our Mission lunch). 

And...for good measure, enjoy this bonus picture of Molly and 
Emma having a great time playing together and using silly filters. 
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With Ash Wednesday on February 22, we have now officially entered the season of Lent 

in the church year. Lent is a 40-day period and it is a season of intentional prayer and  
self-examination as we move towards Easter. Lent is a journey from death to life. From 

the ashes of Ash Wednesday to the resurrection on Easter morning. The way to the cross 
is through death—but this is not meant to be a morbid thing! As Christians we make this 

journey with assured faith that death is not the final answer because there is life             
everlasting through the cross. We also do not make this journey alone, for God goes with 

us! There is a lovely choral piece by Karen Marrolli called “To Dust” that beautifully        
encapsulates these Lenten themes (lyrics below). Sometime this month, look up this song 

and give it a listen. May it bless you this Lenten season! 
Rachel 

 

Let my crying come to dust. 

Let my grief be turned to ashes. 
Let my heart be cleansed with flame. 
Kyrie eleison. 
 
Let my mourning turn to song. 
Let my sorrow turn to dancing. 
Let my broken spirit rest. 
Kyrie eleison. 
 
Let your healing waters rise. 
Let your deserts bloom with bounty. 
Let your Holy Spirit come. 
Christe eleison. 
 
Let our crying come to dust. 
Let our grief be turned to ashes. 
Let our hearts be cleansed with flame. 
Kyrie eleison. 
 
Scripture Readings for each Sunday in Lent: 
 
First Sunday, February 26:  Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7  |  Psalm 32  |  Romans 5:12-19  
Matthew 4:1-11 
Second Sunday, March 5:  Genesis 12:1-4a  |  Psalm 121  |  Romans 4:1-5, 13-17    
John 3:1-17 
Third Sunday, March 12:  Exodus 17:1-7  |  Psalm 95  |  Romans 5:1-11  |  John 4:5-42 
Fourth Sunday, March 19:  1 Samuel 16:1-13  |  Psalm 23  |  Ephesians 5:8-14         
John 9:1-41 
Fifth Sunday, March 26:  Ezekiel 37:1-14  |  Psalm 130  |  Romans 8:6-11  | John 11:1-45 
Sixth Sunday, April 2 (Palm Sunday):  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29  |  Matthew 21:1-11       
Isaiah 50:4-9a  |  Psalm 31:9-16  |  Philippians 2:5-11  |  Matthew 26:14 - 27:66 
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 WOMEN MINISTRIES REPORT 

March 2023 

 

PLANT SALE IS COMING! – Our annual plant sale will be held Friday May 19 and Saturday May 
20 from 9AM to 2PM.  Pre-order forms will be available mid-March and are due Sunday April 
9.  Plants will also be available the days of the sale. 

  

Christmas at CCO – Many of you probably saw the CCO newsletter with pictures from their 
Christmas party.  They mentioned that all the kids got new pj’s and wore them to the party.  
Most of those were purchased with donations from Northbrook Covenant Church and the 
Glenview Covenant book club.  We also purchased most of the Christmas wrapping paper.  
This mission could not have been possible without the generous donations from the church.  
CCO is an on-going mission for us.  We are anticipating another pick up soon as they are in 
need of towels and other items.  If you would like to make a donation to help with purchasing 
items you can make a check out to Women Ministries and place it in the Women Ministries 
payment box in the narthex at the far end of the welcome center.  Thank you for your          
continued support. 

 

Needs for Cornerstone – Here is a list of some of the items needed for CCO:  Clothing           
especially sizes 2T-6T and plus and big and tall; sensible shoes, boots, clean sneakers;               
Kitchenware – pots and pans, kitchen utensils, plates and cups, small appliances, disposable 
dishes and cutlery in sealed packages, and silverware.  Linens; sheets, pillowcases, blankets, 
towels and washcloths; Luggage: Backpacks, rolling luggage and duffle bags.  Hygiene:                 
diapers, toothbrushes and toothpaste, soap, shampoo and conditioners.   

 

Kohl’s Cash  –  If you have Kohl’s cash that you are not going to use (or rewards cash) we can 
use it!  The certificates can be dropped off at the church in the Women Ministries wooden box 
in the narthex or you can email the certificate number along with the PIN (or a copy of the bar 
code) to Bonnie.  Valid dates are helpful.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bonnie Stephens 

      “Connecting women...impacting the world” 

 
 
 
 

 

-by Bonnie Stephens 

wm.northbrookcov@gmail.com  
 “Connecting women...impacting the world” 
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WORLD MISSIONS 

FAITH PROMISE HIGHLIGHTS  
On Saturday evening, February 18th, a few members of the Mission Team enjoyed dinner at an Asian  restaurant with 
Francisco and Stephanie Ramos. Good food and good stories were shared.  
On Sunday, Francisco, and Stephanie Ramos were with us to bring the message in the Sunday morning  service. They 
preached on Colossians 4:2-6, in which the disciple Paul describes a Missionary’s Prayer,  “Devote yourselves to prayer, 
being watchful and thankful. And pray for us too, that God may open a  door for our message, that we may proclaim 
the mystery of Christ…” Along with sharing this message  they explained with words and pictures the mission they are 
doing in Paris.  
We enjoyed a successful Faith Promise luncheon to celebrate the missionaries our church supports. We  enjoyed 3  
varieties of chili made by Sean Smith (BBQ smoked pork), Melissa O’Hara (vegetarian) and  Betty Olson (beef). All were 
delicious! Many others contributed to the feast; corn bread, salad, a large  variety of chili condiments…We also         
enjoyed caramel corn, cookies, brownies and even chocolate chip  cookies baked fresh by our youth. Many thanks to 
all who contributed to the event. The Ramos’s shared more about their mission, how they each came to faith, and a 
more informal  question and answer period. It was also noted how their work in mission both intersects and parallels  
what we have been studying in the BLESS book. We listened to French hymns, provided by Rachel, as we prayed and 
filled out our Faith Promise cards. Pastor Jose concluded our time with the  sending of all of us to the world to be the 
voice of Jesus. 
 

DEFINITION  A Faith Promise is a method of trusting God to provide funds for Christians to meet missionary needs. 

QUESTIONS                                                                                                                                                                                            
1. How is a “Faith Promise” different from a church pledge? The church pledge is made on the basis of anticipated 
income, and is made to God, through the local church.  The Faith Promise is not made to the church/church budget.  It 
is made to God.  Also, the Faith Promise is not based only on anticipated income; it is based on faith—faith to GIVE 
what God supplies in unanticipated income.                                                                                                                                                 
2. Is there a biblical basis for the Faith Promise?  The Faith Promise is based on several passages of Scripture.  A good 
illustration is the story of Elisha and the poor widow (2 Kings 4).  God provided oil to fill as many vessels as the widow 
and her son could find.  The only limit to God’s provision was the woman’s limited ability to find additional vessels.  
Another basis for this concept is Jesus’ feeding of the 5000 (and 4,000) in Matthew 14 (and 15).  There is no doubt that 
God wants to supply the resource to meet the needs!                                                                                                                  
3. Where does the Faith Promise money come from?  The Faith Promise is made , not only on the basis of anticipated 
income, but also “by faith” that God will provide additional  monies that can be given for missions. The money for 
meeting the Faith Promise comes from God in traditional and     non-traditional ways.  Sometimes the money comes 
from unexpected pay raises, sometimes from tips, new or reactivated old accounts, funds saved through unexpected 
“sales,” or perhaps through gifts or bequests.  The ways God will provide these monies are as many and as varied as 
the individuals who dare to trust Him.                                                                                                                                                
4. When are Faith Promises made?  Most of the faith promises are received at the Annual Faith  Promise Luncheon 
but can be made at any time. All of the money that is donated through Faith Promise goes to support our world-wide 
missions.  Donations are to be given before December 31, 2023.                                                                                                
5. Our goal this year is $20,000 and we received pledges of $11,050 at the luncheon. 

Faith Promise 2023 We are so thankful for our missionaries: Lisandro and Patricia Restrepo in Monterey Mexico; Randy 
Bevis in Thailand, Haiti, Peru, Honduras and Congo; Paul De Neui in Chicago at Center for World   Christian Studies; Don 
and Lillian Dwight in  Taiwan; Dan and Oksana Johnson at New Life Radio Russia; Peter and Anna Kim in East Asia; Gary 
and MaryLou Sander in Columbia; Francisco and Stephanie     Ramos in Paris, France.  Please consider mission support 
with a faith promise; fill out the form available in church on the Welcome Center and place in the offering basket or 
contact the church office at  northbrook.covenant@gmail.com. Any questions please speak to Kathleen in the office.       
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LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT    

The Leadership Team met in February for our monthly meeting.  This is the first time 
we have met since our Annual Business Meeting at the end of January.  We want to 
thank everyone who attended and participated in this  important event in the life of 
our church.  We are down a member as we enter into 2023 and will be seeking to fill 
that vacancy over the next few months.  Your volunteering and participating in the life 
of our church is a blessing to all of us—thank you for all the ways you support our 
church and the ministry we seek to extend to our community.  Our discussion          
included the following: 

 Pastor Jose has concluded his BLESS sermon series but will continue to focus on 
the theme for this year: Discipleship Through Relationship.  The LT has found this 
to be an enriching process and discussion and trust that this will be a theme all of 
us will revisit during the coming year.  

 We were pleased to have Rachel Johnson join us for our meeting.  We will be   
taking action on her application for membership at a brief congregational meeting 
on March 5th—please plan on staying for what we anticipate will be a brief    
meeting after the Sunday service.  Rachel shared with us some of her vision for 
both music/worship and family ministries. One of her primary objectives over the 
next few months will be meeting and getting to know our church family. She is also 
seeking to obtain her ministerial license and is working toward her Covenant         
Ordination. 

 With the completion of the sanctuary lighting project there are no other major      
facility/building projects on the docket.  Everyone agrees that the new lighting 
greatly improves our the environment in the sanctuary along with the quality of our 
service broadcast.  We also acknowledge that our building is aging and there will 
be other repairs and needed upgrades in the future. 

 Pastor Jose and Rachel Johnson will be our delegates to the Central Conference 
Annual Meeting to be held at the end of April in Gladstone, MI.  The Covenant   
Annual Meeting will be held the 3rd week of June in California.  We anticipate that 
delegates will also be able to attend virtually.  If you have interest in serving as a 
delegate, please contact David Dwight. 

Our next LT meeting will take place March 21st. 
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Lead Pastor, José González 

 joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Director of Music & Family Ministries, Rachel Johnson 

   music.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

   youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Melissa O’Hara 

 moharanbcc@gmail.com  

Office Manager, Kathleen Heller 

   northbrook.covenant@gmail.com 

Pianist, Vera Vasilenko 

 

 

 

Northbrook Covenant Church 

2737 Techny Road 

Northbrook, IL 60062 

847-272-8270 

www. Northbrookcovenant.org 

Worship with us! 

Sundays at 10:30am 

For Virtual Worship Visit us online at northbrookcovenant.org 

We exist to glorify God  
–  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –  

by becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ  

and inviting others to join us.  


