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“No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: “‘In the last
days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons
and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men
and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will
prophesy.” Acts 2:16-18

For the most part, the weeks on the church calendar that are not
part of Advent, Christmas, Lent, or Easter are known as “Ordinary
Time,” which begins in June. Growing up with this terminology it
seemed appropriate in the sense of there not being any major
holidays you are looking toward. Spiritually, it seems a misnomer,
especially considering that it starts after Pentectost, the day that
the Holy Spirit Is poured out on the church.
Fortunately, the label likely refers to the numbered weeks (as in
ordinal numbers)* that some calendars use after Pentecost and is
not meant as an emotive description of the season. That would
make sense because the Christian life is not supposed to be
“ordinary.” In the verse above Peter uses the prophet Joel to
name what is happening when the Spirit is poured out on the
church. Especially when you read the whole passage, it’s
anything but ordinary. The rest of the book of Acts, some of which
we’ll explore this month, will tell you it’s a wonderful adventure.
And so it should be for us. Summer begins this month, and while
that generally comes with breaks from some church activities and
vacations, I believe it provides space to consider what God is
doing outside the church and encourages us to follow him there.
What is the Spirit doing among your neighbors? On your block?
In your town? The best way to know may very well be to go and
see. So if your schedule opens a little this season, consider
taking the opportunity to build a rhythm of befriending and
blessing your neighbors outside the church. As we do, we may
find that what God wants to do in those friendships through his
Spirit’s leading is rather extraordinary.
*See anglicancompas.org, “Ordinary Time: A Rookie Anglican
Guide to the Season after Pentecost.”
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Yard Game Night Thursday June 23 6:30 pm.
Come join us for light refreshments and games out on the church yard.
Bring a friend and a healthy competitive spirit, or just come and hang out.
Adult Sunday School, Tuesday Night Men’s Group, and Sunday Night Bible Study, will
be on break through the summer.
Women Ministries— is collecting monetary donations to go towards the recent
purchase of pillows for CCO. Any donation to help offset the cost would be greatly
appreciated. Checks can be made out to Women Ministries and put in the wood
donation box on the Welcome Center. Thank you for your generosity.
Celebration 2022 Highlights of the Central Conference Celebration are at the
welcome counter in the displays. Pick one up to learn more about what God is doing
in our conference.
Ladies Summer Coffee– Mark your calendar’s for June 15th at 9:30
a.m. for a time of Fellowship and prayer. Refreshments will be served.
The bus from CLON will be available. Please meet in the lobby at 9:15
a.m. All women of our church are invited. Any questions can be directed
to Beth Olson at bethbolson@yahoo.com
INTERESTED in MISSIONS? We're meeting after service Sunday, June 5th
with plans to revitalize the Missions Team. As we plan to have a meal together,
please contact Debbie Poterek at (847)769-2050 for details if you are interested in
joining us. If you're interested though unable to join us, please let Debbie know that
as well.
One in a Hundred– We will once again be hosting One in a Hundred
for their camp this summer. Their training week begins June 20th and
camp begins June 27th and ends July 29th. They will be using our
facility from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. Monday thru Friday. If you need to be
in the building during that time please check in at the office with
Kathleen. We are happy to share our wonderful facility with others.

June Birthdays:
1-Norma Putman
8-Renee Johnson
9-Robert Johnson
15-Dwight Johnson
16-Lee Schneider
17-Shannon White
19-Kristin August
21-Alexa Smith
22-Jessica Smith

23-Ronni Luecht
26– Janet Gundlach
28-Vernice Peterson

June Anniversaries:
3– David & Jan Dwight 50 years
5– Don & Bonnie Pollard 68 years
5-Bob & Laurie Johnson 51 years
8-Greg & Lee Schneider 37 years
24-Roy & Beth Olson
55 years
30-Paul & Lyna Swanson 32 years

Happy Anniversary
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All church building activities and gatherings are limited to
10 or less and need to be approved by the church office.
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Dear Friends,

Ministry Update

It is bittersweet to write my last newsletter to you all. It has been a pleasure serving at
Northbrook for the last year. I appreciate the warm welcome I was given and the prayers
many of you prayed for me as I finished my MDiv. From working on Sunday Morning
Children's curriculum to Youth Coffee Hour to serving in the A/V Booth, I am thankful
for this opportunity to come alongside this community and learn and grow with you.

I will be in the Chicagoland area for the summer where I will be interning with the
Chaplain Program at NorthShore Evanston. After that, I will be looking for a full-time job
either in the Covenant Church or as a Chaplain Resident. I'm looking forward to the
summer weather and spending time on Lake Michigan on my paddleboard as I discern
where God might lead me next.
I would like to thank Jose and Dawn. It has been a pleasure to minister alongside you this
year. I will miss this community. Thank you again for letting me serve with you. May the
peace of God be always near.
Blessings,
Kat

______________________________________________________________________

Congratulations Class of 2022
Jack O'Hara
Jack is graduating from Golf Middle School and will be attending Niles North High
School this fall. His favorite subject in school is humanities, and his favorite club
is Jazz Band. He is most excited about playing baseball for his new high school
team! Join us in praying for Jack in this new season that he would remember to
put God first in all he does and shine the light of Jesus wherever he goes.
Ellen Schonken
Ellen is graduating from Glenbrook South High School and will be
attending the University of Illinois at Champaign. She is planning to
major in Anthropology and Environmental Science and hopes to enter
either of those fields as a career after graduating. Ellen has also faithfully
served in the A/V Booth this past year. We appreciate her service to the
church and in making Sunday mornings happen. Join us in praying for
Ellen as she embarks on her college journey by praying that she would
have a safe and fun year. Congratulations, Ellen!
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Northbrook Covenant Kids

Children and Family Ministry Update

May was a fun and busy month for our children.
See below for highlights...
We had a great turnout for Feed My Starving Children. Thank you to all who
came and packed with us! We will definitely be doing this again!

Our children did a wonderful job honoring the women in our congregation for
Mother's Day. They tied individual ribbons to each tulip that was handed out.
Great job!

5

From Pastor Dawn: Director of Worship and Music

Dear Friends,
In case you missed my announcement a few weeks ago, I am sharing it again
here. Thank you for the honor to lead in worship these past three years. The
Lord has indeed been faithful to our church. It has been an incredible gift to
work with Vera Vasilenko, our choir and worship team, and with Pastor Jose and
our whole staff (Kat, Melissa, Thomas, and Kathleen), as well as many other
individuals in our church family.
With prompting from the Holy Spirit, I have discerned that it is time for
me to complete my role as Director of Worship. I will continue through this
summer and likely finish at the end of July. Pastor Jose and Leadership Team
members have offered faithful encouragement and support of my pastoral call
throughout my time at Northbrook. We are already in conversation about next
steps for music and worship at NECC.
I am thankful that the Lord called me to serve at Northbrook Covenant
Church. I am a changed person because of the work and ministry of this church.
David and I and our children, Caroline, Andrew, and Bradley, as well as my
parents and several nieces and nephews, have loved being a part of this church
family in different ways. Thank you for welcoming us in. David and I will
always be in prayer for the people and mission of Northbrook Covenant
Church.
Thank you again and may the Lord bless you all!
JOIN THE CHOIR ON SUNDAY, JUNE 12

We would love to have any and all join our choir as we sing “Total Praise,” a choir
and congregation favorite, on Sunday, June 12. If you would like to sing, but missed
rehearsals, let me know and I will email music and link vocals to you:
music.northbrookcov@gmail.com
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WOMEN MINISTRIES REPORT

June 2022

-by Bonnie Stephens
wm.northbrookcov@gmail.com

"Connecting women...impacting the world"

Help Wanted – We will continue our beautification of the church grounds by planting flowers.
They take a lot of care so if you would like to help with watering and/or weeding this summer
please see Bonnie or Mary Lynn. Schedule is flexible and on an “as needed” basis.
Please note! – Women Ministries does their own fundraising and handles their own books.
All monetary check donations for Women Ministries should be made out to: Women
Ministries and should be placed in the wooden Women Ministries box located on the
welcome center nearest the couches in the narthex. Thank you for your support.
Kohl’s Cash - If you have Kohl’s cash that you are not going to use (or rewards cash) we can
use it! The certificates can be dropped off at the church in the Women Ministries wooden box
in the narthex or you can email the certificate number along with the PIN (or a copy of the bar
code) to Bonnie. The valid dates is helpful.
Continued needs for CCO – In addition to backpacks and duffle bags there is a need for
sheets and pillowcases (new or gently used). As we have some excellent sewers we can also
use fabric suitable to make pillowcases (approximately 1 yard). Other items needed include
towels, washcloths, toothbrushes, reading glasses, diapers, feminine hygiene products and
birthday cards. Donations may be dropped off at the church. Monetary donations are always
appreciated. You may place your donation in the wooden WM donation box in the narthex.
Envelopes are provided on the box.

Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Stephens

“Connecting women...impacting the world”
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WORLD MISSIONS
CHRISTIAN RADIO FOR RUSSIA: NEW LIFE RADIO UPDATE:
LIGHT in the midst of darkness: A development plan for NLR
In Matthew 24, Jesus told His disciples they would hear of wars and rumors of wars, and said “see that you are
not troubled, for all these things must come to pass, and the end is not yet.” Christ’s command to reach the
nations continues on. As we pray for peace and resolution during these times of mass terror and war, we look
for new doors that the Lord might open to further His mission of evangelism and discipleship to those we are
called to reach. In our last news update, we gave you a hint of opening doors and we ask you to petition the
Lord to give us insight and discernment in this process.
As the devastation and impact of this war increased, NLR has witnessed the growing rejection of all things
Russian--including political, social and cultural ties, and more importantly, language--by the suffering people of
Ukraine. It now seems paramount to establish a second radio service of NLR, this time in Ukrainian, in order
to present God’s Word to hundreds of struggling communities across the nation in their own language. But
can we pull it off, given the logistical, financial, and personnel needs involved? Ukraine is in a similar situation
as Russia, where 97% of communities have no local Christian radio station. This is where NLR’s model of
radio ministry can make the difference as we provided programming via satellite FM and Internet. NLR can
now replicate what we developed 22 years ago in Russia. We propose to call the service РАДІО НОВЕ
ЖИТТЯ It will be as big a ministry challenge that we faced when we first started our mission in Russia, and
NLR can only take this on as we perceive that the Lord is directing our path toward this goal. The new channel
can be our contribution to public evangelism in this land, and to the future of Ukraine, as even its leaders understand this nation needs to redevelop its social and political institutions based on a Christian worldview and
moral framework, that is the historic underpinning of their culture and identity.
The Details: The NLR radio facility in Odessa has sufficient studio space to easily create two separate channels,
but the challenge will be to
1)Raise new funds to support four radio missionaries to form the core of the Ukrainian service.
2) Establish an Internet radio distribution of the signal.
3) Leasing a second radio channel over the Hotbird satellite for 100% coverage of Ukraine will set the stage for
the final phase of our plans:
4) A national network of FM radio affiliates! NLR, in conjunction with local Christian radio organizers across
Ukraine can begin applying for hundreds of FM radio frequencies in villages and cities in order to retransmit
the NLR satellite signal using local transmitters that can be purchased by American church partners. This will
provide a 24/7 Christian station, without requiring staff to operate! Local churches will be responsible for
maintaining compliance and fees for the yearly channel usage, and electricity costs for transmitters. Total NLR
network satellite cost to CRFR: $7,000/mo.
PRAYER REQUESTS over the next few months:
NLR staff: PRAY for this time of transition as our split up radio team continue to do their work. CRFR has
made arrangements for Ivan and Eva to secure a house through the summer for family and two studios in Iasi
even as they hope to return to Odessa as soon as possible. They will stay in Romania until it is safe to return.
YURI in Odessa: pray that God keeps Yuri in good spirits as he lives and works alone at the station. We are
looking for new staff to join him as soon as possible. Pray for the right candidates to work at New Life Radio.
Pray for the many Ukrainian seminaries and ministry contacts that we will be dealing with over the next
months. NLR has a huge work ahead in order to secure Ukrainian language Bible teaching, apologetics, and
music programming for a 24/7 broadcast day. Pray that God puts the right people in our path to accomplish
these tasks. As of today, we don’t know how this new project will turn out, but we do know the people of
Ukraine and Russia desperately need to hear the Gospel and the comfort of hearing the Word of God properly
taught.
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LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT
The Leadership Team met on May 18th for our monthly meeting. As noted in past
reports we are reading and the book “B.L.E.S.S.” and using it as a discussion guide
as we consider our roles as leaders in our church. This is not the first time we as a
church have used B.L.E.S.S. concepts and it is our desire as an LT that our church
will be a blessing in the life of our neighbors and community. We look forward to
encouraging you to join us in this journey.
Other discussion items included:
Position descriptions are being finalized for the Music/Worship and the
Youth/Children positions. We have been very fortunate to have Dawn and Kat
serve in these roles and we know that finding the right individuals to fill these
positions will be a challenge so we realize we need to be flexible as we review the
expectations for each position. We are also praying and seeking God’s guidance
and trust that He is preparing the right individuals to join our ministry team.

There are a number of major facility/property projects that need to be
addressed over the next several months. These include:
- replacement roof over the fellowship center
- sump pump discharge line is broken and needs to be repaired
- boiler is in need of repair
- bathroom repair/toilet replacement
We are fortunate that we have adequate reserves to address many of these issues
and are thankful for the work of the Properties Committee as they work to keep
our facilities well maintained. We are also very appreciative of the gardening and
landscape work of Bonnie Stephens and Mary Lynn Dornfeld—the flowers and
planting around church are beautiful.
We also discussed several suggestions for developing simple yet effective
publicity and informational materials we can use to help inform folks about NBCC
and our ministry opportunities. Beth Olson and Kathleen Heller will be working
with Pastor Jose on this project.
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Worship with us!
Sundays at 10:30am

For Virtual Worship Visit us online at northbrookcovenant.org
We exist to glorify God
– Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –
by becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ
and inviting others to join us.

Lead Pastor, José González
joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Director of Youth Ministries, Katherine Fredericks
youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries, Dawn Holt Lauber
music.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Melissa O’Hara
moharanbcc@gmail.com
Office Manager, Kathleen Heller
northbrook.covenant@gmail.com
Pianist, Vera Vasilenko

Northbrook Covenant Church
2737 Techny Road
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-272-8270
www. Northbrookcovenant.org
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