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From the Pastor’s Pen… 

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to 
him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay 
at your house today.” So he came down at once and 
welcomed him gladly. (Luke 19:5-6) 
 

One of my favorite gospel stories is Jesus’ encounter 
with Zacchaeus. The passage begins by telling us Jesus 
was “passing through” Jericho but he makes a point of 
inviting himself over to Zachaeus’ house. The rest of the 
chapter tells us of the life-changing effect that this had 
on Zacheaues’ life, with ripple effects towards others. It 
began with Jesus making time for him. 
 

Every summer I feel pressure to do all the things I want 
to do for the season. I usually try to get outside and run 
when I can, do a 5K or two, play rec league soccer    
outside, and hit the pool. But I there’s also people that 
come to mind that I want to get together with. What I’ve 
found is that getting together with people rarely happens 
by accident. Every once in a while I get invited to   
something and it just so happens that I’m available, but 
generally I have to make a point of making time if I want 
to see someone. I have to pull up my calendar, find a 
day and time, and put it down. But I’ve been blessed 
that at times I’ve seen God work his way into friendships 
and relationships when we do get together.  
 

If your schedule is a little more open for summer and 
you’re thinking about the things you want to do and 
make time for, I invite you to consider who the Lord may 
want you to make time for as well. Maybe it’s a          
get-together that deepens a friendship, or maybe it’s a 
first time invite that makes a friend you didn’t have     
before. But if God is leading us to it, and we take the  
invitation, Jesus shows us that we have no idea how 
God may use that time. It might even be life changing.  
 

Pastor José 
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28– Dave Zurad 

30– Daniel Zurad 

July Anniversaries: 

3– Chuck & Janet Gundlach    58 years 

23– Herbert & Dory Schonken 28 years 

31– Quin & Marilyn Anderson  62 years 

July Birthdays: 

1– Jennifer Joseph 

7– Nancy Miller 

11– Kim Perfetti 

16– Nathan Huenten 

17-Gloria Mackley 

19– Kris Gallegos 

21– Bev Erickson 

21– Ava White 

26– Lyna Swanson 

Ladies Summer Coffee– Mark your calendars for July 20th at 9:30 a.m. for a 
time of Fellowship and prayer. Refreshments will be served. All  women of our 
church are invited. Any questions can be directed to Beth Olson at                 
bethbolson@yahoo.com. A sign up sheet is on the Welcome Center. 

 

One in a Hundred– We are currently hosting One in a Hundred for their camp 
this summer. Camp ends July 29th. They will be using our facility from 8 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. Monday thru  Friday. If you need to be in the    building during that 
time please check in at the office with Kathleen. We are happy to share our 
wonderful facility with others. 

 

Covenant Harbor Sunday, July 17th– Take the ride out to Covenant Harbor in Lake      
Geneva for worship in the tent followed by bring your own picnic lunch on the grounds if you 
so desire. Anchor Covenant will be leading the service each Sunday until the August 14th 
75th Anniversary Celebration. See Roy or Beth Olson for more information. 
 

Covenant Harbor 75th Anniversary Celebration– You are invited to join us 
from 9:00am - 4:00pm, on Sunday, August 14, 2022, as we remember what 
God has done, celebrate together and connect with others who have been 
impacted by the ministry of Covenant Harbor. To register and for more      

details visit covenantharbor.org/75th-anniversary-celebration/. There is a flier on the        
welcome center with more information. 

Farewell Reception for Pastor Dawn– Please join us on Sunday, July 31st for a farewell   
reception for Pastor Dawn Holt Lauber immediately following the worship service. We thank 
Dawn for her wonderful years of service at NECC leading our worship and choirs. We wish 
her  God’s Blessings on her future service in extending His Kingdom. 

Welcome Sarang Community Church 
As you may recall, our church has been in discussion with a local church in recent months 
about allowing them to use our building for worship. The Leadership Team is pleased to    
announce that we have reached an agreement with Sarang Community Church. They       
anticipate holding their first service on Sunday July 3rd and will begin preparations in the 
sanctuary at 12:30pm for their 1pm service. Thank you to everyone who submitted questions 
and feedback during this process.  

Happy Anniversary 
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Ministry Update 
 

Serve Together 2022- On July 9th, Central Conference Covenant youth 
will be gathering together at North Park University. This all-day event will 
be focused on worship, service, and fellowship. Giving the students of the 
Central Conference an opportunity to come together for a day to build     
relationships after losing many opportunities to do so over the past year. 
Building relationships, providing the opportunity for our Central Conference 
students to explore and serve the city, and engaging with topics focused on 
discipleship and social justice issues in our region will be the goals of this 
event. For more information, contact Pastor José. 
 
Growing Deeper 
Ready to go deeper? Spiritual practices have long been a way for us to be 
first “in God” so we might go further in mission. If you’d like to try new  
practices to go deeper with God. Check out the “Growing Deeper”       
practices on covchurch.org for downloads, or ask Pastor José for a print 
out of one.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Topics: Becoming Generous – Caring for Creation –Choosing Justice –Developing a Rule of Life –
Embodying Our Faith –Keeping a Spiritual Journal –Praying in Community – Praying Scripture –
Praying Through Art – Reading the Bible – Reviewing Your Day – Telling Your Story –Walking with 
God – Walking with Others  
 

 

deeper in Christ 

 “I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If you remain in me 
and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing.”—John 15:5, NIV 



 5 

 

 

Northbrook Covenant Kids 
Children and Family Ministry Update  
 

July 
Summer is in full swing for many of us now! School has been out for a few weeks,   
local pools have opened, camps have started, and we find ourselves outdoors more 
than indoors. I hope this season of warm sun, fresh air, and children's laughter at play 
has brought a sense of hope and renewal for you. With the many struggles our world 
is facing, I find that focusing on these simple joys of life bring my soul peace. I pray 
the same is true for you too. 
 

Highlights from our month! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Look out 

AV Team, 
there's a 
new kid in 
town! 
Thank you 
Josh for 
helping 
with our 
service!!! 

Family Game night was a         
success! Our children really       
enjoyed it!  A big thank you to 
the Northbrook police 
for  coming out to enjoy 
yard games with us too! 

Congratulations Ellen and Jack on your graduation! 
May God bless you in your future endeavors!  

Sunday Morning Praise Team 
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WORSHIP - July 2022 
 
From Pastor Dawn, our Director of Music Ministries 
 
Thank you, dear Northbrook Covenant Church, for your encouragement,   
friendship, and support these past three plus years as your Director of Music. I 
am deeply grateful for you all and pray for the next chapter in the life of our 
church.  
 

I thank my God every time I remember you.  
In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy  

because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,  
being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you  

will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 1:3-6 
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"Connecting women...impacting the world" 

-by Bonnie Stephens 

wm.northbrookcov@gmail.com 
WOMEN MINISTRIES REPORT 

July 2022 

 

Help Wanted  –  We will continue our beautification of the church grounds by planting      
flowers.  They take a lot of care so if you would like to help with watering and/or weeding this 
summer please see Bonnie or Mary Lynn.  Schedule is flexible and on an “as needed” basis.  

 

Kohl’s Cash  –  If you have Kohl’s cash that you are not going to use (or rewards cash) we can 
use it!  The certificates can be dropped off at the church in the Women Ministries wooden box 
in the narthex or you can email the certificate number along with the PIN (or a copy of the bar 
code) to Bonnie.  The valid dates is helpful.   

 

Continued needs for CCO – We have been purchasing much needed pillows and towels for 
CCO.  We also try to provide as many pillow cases as we can.  As we have some excellent   
sewers we can also use fabric suitable to make pillowcases (approximately 1 yard). Sheets can 
also be to make pillow cases.  Other items needed include towels, washcloths, toothbrushes, 
flashlights, reading glasses, diapers, feminine hygiene products and birthday cards.  Donations 
may be dropped off at the church.  Monetary donations are always appreciated.  You may 
place your donation in the wooden WM donation box in the narthex.  Envelopes are provided 
on the box.  Checks should be made out to Women Ministries noting CCO in the memo line. 

 

Plant Sale – Another successful plant sale has come and gone.  Most of the annual flowers 
around the church grounds are from the plant sale.  This year we also took many of the plants 
from the sale to beautify the grounds of Covenant Harbor.  Plans are already being made for 
the 2023 sale which will be held Friday May 19 and Saturday May 20. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bonnie Stephens 
 

      “Connecting women...impacting the world” 
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Excerpts from a letter from Keith Carpenter, Director of Church Engagement                          

“Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus! For more than a year it has been my privilege to travel 

throughout the Covenant, meeting with pastors and church leaders, listening to learn how pastors 

and churches are emerging from what we hope is the most intense phase of the pandemic, and 

wrestling together with what it means to be the Covenant moving forward. I continue to be deeply 

impressed by the quality of leadership Covenant pastors provide to their churches. I am also    

personally encouraged by the number of pastors and church leaders who have told me they want 

to work toward peace and healing amid the polarizing issues that divide us. Thank you to all of 

you—you are amazing! 

I have also gained a deeper appreciation for the importance of 3StrandStrong in accomplishing 

the missional work to which God has called us. Each of our churches and regional conferences 

has a unique, God-given mission. Churches bear witness to the grace and truth of Jesus 

Christ in their communities. The Christlike compassion flowing from Covenant churches to their 

communities during the pandemic has been astounding. Regional conferences equip pastors and 

churches to engage in effective ministry and come alongside them in pastoral transitions and   

moments of difficulty. Together, as the Covenant, we do what a church or conference cannot     

accomplish alone.  

Here are just a few highlights of what we have already accomplished together in 2022. 

 Nearly 800 people attended the Midwinter Conference in person in January, with numerous 
participants joining online.  
  

 Covenanters have given more than $785,000 to Covenant World Relief and Development as 
humanitarian aid for Ukraine. 
  

 Develop Leaders oversees, resources, and cares for 2,572 credentialed clergy, and that      
number continues to grow.  
  

 Love Mercy Do Justice has been fostering the growth of “the beloved community” through 
the Intercultural Development Inventory tool, administering 188 individual debriefs and seven 
group workshops. 
  

 Make and Deepen Disciples introduced BLESS Rhythms, a calendar to help churches create 
regular rhythms of prayer, service, and evangelism.  
  

 Start and Strengthen Churches released Periodic Health Checkup, an assessment tool to help 
congregations evaluate how they are doing in three key areas—missional identity, vision, and 
leadership.  
  

 Stories of how Covenant churches are blessing our world in holistic ways may be found 
in CovChurch Now. 

It is a joy to serve God’s kingdom work through the Covenant. Please pray that because of 

3StrandStrong, we as local churches, regional conferences, and the denomination can fulfill the 

vision God has given us for service to our Lord and Savior in 2022.”                                                     

To God be the glory, 

KEITH CARPENTER Director of Church Engagement, keith.carpenter@covchurch.org 

WORLD MISSIONS 

https://covchurch.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11d602cd63b8285c81aaf29c6&id=25662c688e&e=5ea3f4228e
https://covchurch.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11d602cd63b8285c81aaf29c6&id=4c660ac2b3&e=5ea3f4228e
https://covchurch.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11d602cd63b8285c81aaf29c6&id=17697cb079&e=5ea3f4228e
https://covchurch.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11d602cd63b8285c81aaf29c6&id=45a225be7c&e=5ea3f4228e
https://covchurch.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11d602cd63b8285c81aaf29c6&id=a061055a39&e=5ea3f4228e
https://covchurch.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11d602cd63b8285c81aaf29c6&id=be3a873a18&e=5ea3f4228e
mailto:Keith.Carpenter@covchurch.org
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LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT 

The Leadership Team met on June 16th for our monthly meeting.  We continue to 
use the book B.L.E.S.S as a discussion guide on how to more actively engage 
with our community.  Topics for this month are: Begin with Prayer and Listen 
(represent the first 2 letters).  With the usual press of “church business” it has 
been very  beneficial for us to take time at the beginning of each meeting to reflect 
more deeply on where God is calling and leading us as church.  Other discussion       
included: 
 
    *  More detail will be coming out when the 6 month giving statements are      
distributed but a short summary is that our finances are holding up through May.  
Those that have pledged have been faithfully giving—the one challenge this year 
is that there has been little giving from “non-pledgers.”  We will see if this trend       
continues and assess the impact as the year goes into the second half but for right 
now we are able to meet all of our financial commitments. 
 
    *  Most are aware that we have entered into an agreement with the Sarang 
Church to use our facility and sanctuary for Sunday worship.  Sarang Church is a 
Korean congregation that has been a part of the Northbrook Community for a 
number of years.  They have been meeting at Gloria Dei Lutheran but due to 
space constraints they have been seeking a location that better meets their 
needs.  We have been in discussion with them for several months and the LT 
agrees that their space considerations work well for us.  The schedule is for the 
Sarang Church to gather in the Fellowship Area at 12:30 for choir practice          
followed by worship in the Sanctuary at 1:00 PM.  We believe this is a good use of 
our facilities and we look forward to engage move fully with them as time goes on. 
 
    *  A number of the facility repairs hare moving forward including the                 
replacement of toilets in the Women’s Restroom.  The fellowship room roof        
repair/replacement will occur after the 1in100 camp finishes up at the end of July.  
You may have also noticed that a number of light fixtures in the Sanctuary are 
burned out.  This has been an ongoing issue for the Properties Committee that 
does not have an easy solution as these are the original fixtures that are beyond 
repair.  At some point they need to be replaced so the Properties Team is working 
on how best to do that. 
 
The LT will be taking July off—our next meeting is August 10th. 
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Lead Pastor, José González 

 joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Director of Youth Ministries 

   youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministries, Dawn Holt Lauber 

   music.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Melissa O’Hara 

 moharanbcc@gmail.com  

Office Manager, Kathleen Heller 

   northbrook.covenant@gmail.com 

Pianist, Vera Vasilenko 

 

 

 

Northbrook Covenant Church 

2737 Techny Road 

Northbrook, IL 60062 

847-272-8270 

www. Northbrookcovenant.org 

Worship with us! 

Sundays at 10:30am 

For Virtual Worship Visit us online at northbrookcovenant.org 

We exist to glorify God  
–  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –  

by becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ  

and inviting others to join us.  


