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From the Pastor’s Pen… 

Search me, God, and know my heart; 
    test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
See if there is any offensive way in me, 
    and lead me in the way everlasting. (Psalm 139:23-24) 
 

As we continue to think about living out our discipleship 
through relationship, it is worth recognizing that as we build 
friendships that help each other grow closer to Jesus, it all 
flows out of relationship with God. The above verses speak 
to intimacy with, and the leading of, God. It speaks to our 
spiritual lives and a continual rhythm of being known, and 
knowing, being led, and following. So as we look to the   
second month of the year and consider the themes put     
forward at the beginning, along with the BLESS practices, 
let’s consider what singular step we may take in growing on 
this journey. What is one thing you can do to grow in          
knowing God, and your awareness of being known by God? 
What is one step you can take in following the Lord in          
building a discipling friendship? What BLESS practice can 
you grow in? At the end of the month Lent begins and as we 
consider these questions, perhaps the Lord will lead us to 
practices that we can press into during that season. 
 

This month there are a few highlights for the calendar that 
may assist in this journey. We will have a Church Chat and 
prayer time following service on February 5th. Adult Sunday 
School will resume on the 12th exploring the gospel of Luke 
as the “Gospel of the Outsider.” Our CLON chats will be 
moving to Axelson on the 14th to provide access especially 
for our congregants there. On February 19th, missionaries 
Francisco and Stephanie Ramos will visit and give an          
update on their ministry in France, which will be followed by 
a Faith Promise lunch to raise funds for missions.                              
 

As much as is happening within the congregation, don’t    
forget to seek the Lord as to what he is doing outside our 
door. As we grow in knowing God and being known by God, 
let us also grow in making him known.  
 

Pastor José  
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  February Anniversaries: 

11– Dale & Ronni Luecht    55 years 

February Birthdays: 

7-Ron Swanson 

17-Emily Warnygora 

27-Carol White Happy Anniversary 

CLON Chat  will be held this month on Tuesday February 14th at 2:30 p.m. in the Axelson 
Activity Room. Please note that the location has changed going forward to the              
Axelson Activity Room. Join us for a time to pray for and  discuss whatever is on people’s 
hearts concerning life, faith, and our church. While primarily directed toward our                    
congregation at Covenant Living, visitors and curious friends are very  welcome. 

B.L.E.S.S. Books Available 
This month we will be finishing our exploration of evangelism through B.L.E.S.S.--everyday 
practices that help us to share the love of Jesus with our neighbors by blessing them. In the 
past year the Leadership Team has gone through the accompanying book together.  There 
are still a few copies of the book available to take home this month at no cost to individuals. 
If you are interested in a copy of the book, please get in touch with the office 
at northbrook.covenant@gmail.com.  
 

Faith Promise 2023-  Mark your calendar for Faith Promise Sunday February 19th.  
Francisco and Stephanie Ramos will be visiting us for worship.  We will be holding a chili  

lunch following the service where we will be talking about Faith Promise and  pledging   
support for our missionaries in 2023. Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you plan on 
attending. If you are unable to attend you can still turn in a pledge using the form at the   
bottom of the missions page in this newsletter. 

2022 Annual Report Booklets and Updated Church Directories are available for pick 
up at the Welcome Center. CLON residents please contact the office if you would like a 
copy of either dropped off for you. Contact Kathleen at 847-272-8270 or                                                
northbrook.covenant@gmail.com 

Church Chat and Prayer Time Join us after service on February 5th in the Sunday School 
area to talk about and pray for what God is doing in our lives and our church.  
 

Sunday School Resumes Feb 12 Adult Sunday School will take a break this Sunday and 
will resume on 2/12 at 9:15. Pastor José will be teaching on "Luke: The Outsider's Gospel."  
Please note there will be no Sunday School on February 19th and we will resume Feb 26th. 
 

 

 

mailto:northbrook.covenant@gmail.com
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February  2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 

9:15 Adult SS 

10:30 Worship 

11:45 Annual 

Meeting 

 

5:45 Small 

Group 

30 

 

 

6 am M-F         

SC Prayer  Time 

31 1 2 
9:30 am Quiet 
Time w/ God 

6::30 pm  Men’s 

Bible Study  

3 

 

4 

5 

10:30 Worship 

11:45 Prayer 

Meeting 

 

 

5:45 pm Small 

Group                

 

6 

 
 

 

6 am M-F         

SC Prayer Time       

7 

 

8 9 
9:30 am Quiet 
Time w/ God 

10 11 

12 
9:15 Adult SS 

10:30 Worship  

 

 

5:45 pm Small 

Group                

13 

 
 

 

6 am M-F         

SC Prayer  Time 

14          
2:30 CLON Chat 

At Axelson 

15 16 
9:30 am Quiet 
Time w/ God 
 

6::30 pm  Men’s 

Bible Study  

17 18 

 

19 
NO Adult SS 

10:30 Worship 

Faith Promise 

Lunch 

 

5:45 pm Small 

Group                

20 
 

 
 

 

6 am M-F         

SC Prayer Time 

21 
7 pm LT Meeting 

 
 

22 

 

 

23 
9:30 am Quiet 
Time w/ God 

 

 
 

24 

 

 

25 

26 

9:15 Adult SS 

10:30 Worship 

 

 

5:45 pm Small 

Group                

 

27 

 

 
 

6 am M-F         

SC Prayer  Time 

28 1 2 3 4 
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Ministry Update 
Hello all, 

 
Happy February! We now come to the month with my ~favorite~ holiday… Groundhog’s Day! So, do we 
think that we’ll have six more weeks of winter, or is spring—dare we even hope?—just around the corner? 
Come find me sometime this month and tell me if your prediction was right! 

 
I’m probably in the minority here, but I actually love the season of winter. Sledding, snowball fights, and 
white Christmases are all well and good, of course, but what I appreciate most about this particular season 
is the deceptive work that goes on during the wintertime. Yes, days are short and dark. All the plants seem 
to be dead—the trees have no leaves, the grass (when you can see it) is brown, no flowers push through 
the cold, hard earth. Everything is grayer and dimmer, stiffer and silent. 

 
And yet… 

 
And yet! There is still LIFE at work beyond what our eyes can see. There is still movement and preparation 
and anticipation bubbling just beneath the surface throughout our world. Those trees that are gray and stiff 
are not dead but very, very much alive! Their roots go deep and they are still active, conserving and    
transporting nutrients to sustain themselves. Flowers have bulbs nestled in the soil, waiting for just the right 
time to open up and push through the soil. Microbes are still at work (albeit, slower) transforming dead    
biological material so it can be reused to nurture new life. Winter is a marvelous season of patience,       
anticipation, and quiet work! (And how cool that God made creation to work in such a way!) 

 
Maybe for you winter represents drudgery; maybe winter is a time when you are so, so busy with sports, 
practices, performances, school, tests, and extra curriculars. My prayer for you this month is that, whatever 
this season is for you, you take time to appreciate the patient and steadfast work of winter. May it also be a 
reminder for you that God sometimes works in our lives and our ministries in this patient and steadfast way, 
too. Sometimes, the Holy Spirit’s active work is just beyond what our eyes may be able to see. And yet… 
God is still doing beautiful things! 
 
Couple of things to highlight looking ahead: 
 
Summer Camp Registration is now open! 
 
 Covenant Harbor registration:  https://covenantharbor.org/summer-camps/ 
 
 Covenant Point registration:  https://www.cpbc.com/summer/  
 
Applications for Summer Staff at Harbor and Point: 
 
 Covenant Harbor summer staff application:  https://covenantharbor.org/summer-staff/ 
 
 Covenant Point summer staff application:  https://www.cpbc.com/staffopenings/  

If you are interested in summer camp and have questions, please reach out and I’d love to talk it through! 
As a reminder, there are funds available to make camp possible for everyone. So if you or a friend would 
like to go to one of the summer camps, please do not let cost stand in the way of going. 
 
Blessings on your February! 
 
Grace & Peace, 

Rachel Johnson 

 
 

https://covenantharbor.org/summer-camps/
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Northbrook Covenant Kids 
Children and Family Ministry Update  

Our children were busy in January. We took the month to talk about and 
begin writing our testimonials. The kids have done a wonderful job thus far 

with organizing their thoughts and how they'd like to share them with you. I 
am extremely proud of each one as they have really put a lot of thought 
and effort into their spiritual journeys. I am so excited to hear them share 
them with you in the coming weeks. 

A BIG THANK YOU to Rachel for orchestrating a 
"Getting to Know You Ice Cream Date" with our 
children. They met at Graeters, hung out, ate ice 

cream (of course) and had a great time. They 
shared ideas on future activities and how we 

can work them into our busy schedules.  

We will be organizing another Feed My  
Starving Children event for March 25th at 9 

a.m. Sign-up will be in early March. 
Our children will begin working alongside our 

adults on a B.L.E.S.S. curriculum as well. 
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Hello Northbrook, 

 
2023 is well underway! This month we started the B.L.E.S.S. sermon series about five  
practical disciplines we can incorporate into our everyday lives to “bless” others as disciples 
of Christ and ministers of the Gospel. Throughout this series, we have been singing hymns 
and songs that especially remind us of this posture of going out into the world as people 
who disciple others through friendship and relationship.  

 
To this end, one of the songs we have sung a couple of times in January is a new one. It is 
called “Let It Be Said of Us” by Steve Fry. Here are the lyrics below: 

 
(Verse 1) 

Let it be said of us that the Lord was our passion 
That with gladness we bore every cross we were given 
That we fought the good fight, that we finished our course 
Knowing within us the power of the risen Lord 
 

(Refrain) 
Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song 
By mercy made holy, by the Spirit made strong 
Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song 
Till the likeness of Jesus be through us made known 
Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song 

 
(Verse 2) 

Let is be said of us we were marked by forgiveness 
We were known by our love, and delighted in meekness 
We were ruled by his peace, heeding unity’s call 
Joined as one body that Christ would be seen by all 

 
 
I like that this song has a repeated line of “Let it be said of us…” It causes me to wonder:  
what will others actually say of us? Of me? In my day-to-day life, will others be able to see 
and experience the love of Jesus through my words and my actions?  
 
This song is a prayer that others will in fact be able to know Jesus through us! And it is also 
a challenge to intentionally order and perhaps change some things in our lives to make this 
a reality. What is this song’s challenge to you? As we enter February, may it indeed be the 
case that others may experience the likeness of Jesus through you! 
 
Grace & Peace, 
Rachel Johnson 
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-by Bonnie Stephens 

wm.northbrookcov@gmail.com  
 “Connecting women...impacting the world” 
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WORLD MISSIONS 

We are excited to have missionaries Francisco and Stephanie   
Ramos join us on Sunday, February 19th 

Ministry Update: We are in our nineteenth year of working 
with La Fonderie, a ministry in Paris to Christians working in 
the arts. La Fonderie continues to provide Christian artists 
opportunities for fellowship, prayer, nurture in their spiritual 

life, and encouragment in the role God has given them as 
carriers of the good news to the larger culture. As a        
community, we seek to deepen our awareness of the ties  
between art, culture, and faith. As part of this ministry, we 
run a multifunctional art space which any artist can apply to 

rent for his/her own events: visual art exhibitions, concerts, theater performances, etc. It is a 

place of welcome and encouragement, a place for artists to hear and be heard, a place for 
sowing seeds in the lives of many who have little or no connection with Christians or the 
church. We work with a team of ten people (French and international). Our own                  
responsibilities are in the organizing and planning of Fonderie events and the overall running 
of the art space; also, spiritual direction and accompaniment of artists and other individuals 
the Lord has brought us into relationship with. 

Faith Promise 2023     
We are so thankful for our missionaries! Our focus is on their families: Lisandro and Patricia 
Restrepo in Monterey Mexico; Randy Bevis in Thailand, Haiti, Peru, Honduras and Congo; 
Paul De Neui in Chicago at Center for World Christian Studies; Don and Lillian Dwight in  
Taiwan; Dan and Oksana Johnson at New Life Radio Russia; Peter and Anna Kim in East 
Asia; Gary and MaryLou Sander in Columbia; Francisco and Stephanie Ramos in Paris, 
France. We also support ministries including Serve Globally: Merge, Covenant world relief, 
Covenant Kids Congo, Paul Carlson Partnership as well as the covenant general fund for 
missionaries. Our giving is provided to the denomination in their names. Shannon and Carol 
White in Hong Kong are also supported with prayer. February 19th will be Faith Promise 
Sunday. We are excited to have Francisco & Stephanie Ramos, missionaries in France, join 
us for worship and the Faith Promise Chili lunch following our worship  service. Please sign 
up at the Welcome Center to attend. Please consider mission support with a faith promise; 
fill out the form in the newsletter (also available in church on Feb 19th) and place in the      
offering basket or mail to the church. Any questions please speak to Kathleen in the office.                                 
____________________________________________________________________ 

My Faith Promise Pledge for 2023: I/We promise to give $________________ 
(annual amount) to World Missions to support our missionaries. 

Name(s):___________________________________(please print)                         
(Please mark all checks with either Faith Promise or World Missions in the memo line 
of your check.) 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT   Next LT  Meeting February 21st 

Our annual meeting was held January 29th and all LT updates were addressed 
then. The following is the leadership team report from the booklet. 

2022 was another year of transition.  On one hand we have returned to a more “normal” church 
calendar and routine.  We have been able to meet in person even as some of the practices 
such as communion and ushering  that were implemented in response to COVID will be with us 
for the foreseeable future. However, even in the midst of normal routines we experienced      
significant staff changes as we said goodbye to Dawn Lauber and Kat Fredricks and it became 
a reality that a number of our members and regular attenders will continue to participate virtually 
rather than in person.  We were also very excited to welcome Rachel Johnson as our Director of 
Music and Family Ministries.  We also want to recognize and thank Pastor José, Kathleen     
Heller, Office Manager and Vera Vasilenko for their faithful ministry over this past year. 

As the Leadership Team moved into 2022 we hosted a number of what we called “church 
chats.”  This was an opportunity for us to listen and learn from our church family what you 
thought were our strengths and areas for growth or even where you sensed we were missing 
the mark and more importantly, where you sensed God was leading us as a church.  I think we 
all realize that the “church that was in the past” will not be “the church of our future.”  Change is 
inevitable and is something that is happening faster and more profoundly than we are comforta-
ble with.  So it is in that context we continue to seek the engagement and perspectives of our 
church family.  As has been reported over the last several months the Leadership Team spent 
time in several of our meetings reading and discussing the book BLESS—5 Everyday Ways to 
Love Your Neighbor and Change the World, by Dave and Jon Ferguson.  We found this to be a 
very helpful discussion guide as we consider our ministry for the future.  To that end, Pastor   
José will be preaching on the BLESS themes as we move into 2023. 

2022 also brought a new ministry opportunity as the Sarang Church began using church space 
on Sunday afternoon and during the week.  They graciously hosted us for a Korean barbecue 
lunch and we came away realizing this is an opportunity for a meaningful ministry partnership.  
We continue to host One In A Hundred camp during the summer months.  This is now a several 
year relationship that benefits both our church and the young campers that are able to use our 
facility.  On of the opportunities for us as a church is to continue to explore and be open to com-
patible ministries and organizations who might be looking for facility space.   

We could not do what we do without the many volunteers who faithfully serve throughout the 
year.  Betty Olson will be concluding her tenure on the Leadership Team and Selma Bucher on 
the Nominating Committee—we thank them for their service.  We all acknowledge that one of 
our significant challenges as we look to the future is to seek out able and willing volunteers to 
serve in the many different areas we need to minister effectively as a church.  If you are open to 
consider serving in any capacity please reach out to Pastor Jose or any member of the LT. 

As we move into 2023 it is our intent to continue to seek and discern where God is leading us 
as a church in our and surrounding communities.  A significant part of that process will be our 
Annual Business Meeting on January 29th.  There will be the usual items to report and take   
action even as we continue to be thankful for God’s provision and faithful support of our church 
family. 
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Lead Pastor, José González 

 joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Director of Music & Family Ministries, Rachel Johnson 

   music.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

   youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Melissa O’Hara 

 moharanbcc@gmail.com  

Office Manager, Kathleen Heller 

   northbrook.covenant@gmail.com 

Pianist, Vera Vasilenko 

 

 

 

Northbrook Covenant Church 

2737 Techny Road 

Northbrook, IL 60062 

847-272-8270 

www. Northbrookcovenant.org 

Worship with us! 

Sundays at 10:30am 

For Virtual Worship Visit us online at northbrookcovenant.org 

We exist to glorify God  
–  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –  

by becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ  

and inviting others to join us.  


