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“It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us…” Acts 15:28a
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These words are part of a letter written during a key turning
point in the early church. At the time, Gentiles were starting
to come to faith which raised the question among the
earliest followers of Jesus (who were Jewish) as to how the
Gentiles were to live. Would they have to observe all Jewish
law? Eventually the church agreed with Peter’s statement
that “it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are
saved…” (15:11). These words come from a letter informing
Gentile believers of the church’s decision.
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I’ve seen these words keyed in on before, and to me they
are as mysterious as they are reassuring. These words
describe a process of “much discussion,” (15:7). In light of
the story of Acts, I believe they speak to how God helps a
community of faith discern direction. It is directed by the Holy
Spirit, but there is a resonance of God’s direction within our
very being. While we are certainly not perfectly aligned with
God’s direction at all times, as we prayerfully discuss issues
with one another, the Lord may unify us on ground that he
has directed us to.
We are in a season in which we are seeking God to speak to
us corporately and individually as to what he is calling us to
do and be as a church family. This month we hope to involve
more of our congregation in discussions about this. Our
month begins with our annual meeting where members will
vote on things like budget and offices, and at the end of the
month we will begin meetings where all congregants are
invited to discuss what the Holy Spirit is seeking to do in and
through our church community. I invite you to pray that God
would give us unified direction in all aspects of church life.
And I am excited to see what things he may speak to our
church family. May what seems good to the Holy Spirit,
seem good to us!

Pastor José
Northbrook Evangelical Covenant Church
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2022 Directories Now Available If you would like a copy of the church directory they are
now available for pickup. Call or email the office at northbrook.covenant@gmail.com or 847272-8270 to schedule a pickup. Electronic copies are available upon request to those listed
in the directory.
2021 Annual Report– Our annual meeting will take place on Sunday, February 6th at noon
in our sanctuary. If you are unable to attend in person and would like a hard copy of the
report please contact Kathleen at 847-272-8270 or northbrook.covenant@gmail.com to
reserve your copy and schedule a pick-up. A .pdf version of the report will be available to be
emailed to you upon your request. Those of you at CLON can request a copy to be sent to you.
Faith Promise 2022 During our service on Sunday February 13th we will talk about Faith Promise
and pledge our support for the 8 missionary families we financially support. For more information
please read the missions page of this newsletter.

Tuesday Night Men's Group Meeting the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month, we'll be continuing
our study on the life of David. We'll resume on February 1st.
Kingdom Mosaic Join us for a reflective space as we engage scripture and consider the work of
justice, racial righteousness, and the diverse nature of the kingdom of God means for our lives. We'll
look at Matthew 25:31-45 and discuss questions from the "Life Together" series from the department
of Love Mercy, Do Justice. Our next meeting will be on February 21st via zoom. You can find the
materials on covchurch.org by searching "Life Together." Contact Pastor José for info and the link.
Church Vision Chats Begin Join us for lunch after service on February 27th for the first of our
chats to discuss what God is calling us to do and be as a church now and into the future. We will
hold several chats through the spring. Numbers are limited. RSVP
at northbrook.covenant@gmail.com or by calling the church at 847-272-8270 ext. 3.
Church Prayer Join us after service on February 20 in the fellowship hall to listen to God's voice
and pray for each other and our church.
Feed My Starving Children- Our children’s ministry is hosting a packing event at Feed My Starving
Children in Libertyville on April 30th from 9 a.m. until 10:45 a.m. and would like to invite you to
attend. We plan to each lunch together afterwards at the Culver’s across the street. A sign-up sheet
is on the Welcome Center so we can determine how many people would like to attend or you can
contact Melissa O’Hara at moharanbcc@gmail.com. For more information on FMSC visit their
website at fmsc.org.

February Birthdays:
7– Ron Swanson
10-Abby Marsh
10–Anna Marsh
11– Ed Fraizier
13– Helen Basler
17– Emily Warnygora
27– Carol White

February Anniversaries:
11– Dale & Ronni Luecht
55 years
14– George & Anita Schmoll 13 years

Happy Anniversary
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All church building activities and gatherings are limited to
10 or less and need to be approved by the church office.
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Ministry Update
Youth Ministry
This month we made Devotional Boxes for our Middle School and High School
students filled with a journal, pens, sticky notes, highlighters, etc. so that students
might have everything they need to have devotional time. A devotional guide for the
month of February will be sent out (via email) called “Seeking Wisdom: a guide
through Proverbs.”
If your student has not yet received their Devotional Box, please let Kat know and she
can coordinate a drop-off or pick-up.
Announcements:
Join us for Youth Coffee Hour from 9:15-10:15 during Adult Sunday School for the first
two weeks of February. There will be no Youth Coffee Hour on February 20th or 27th.
Kat will be teaching in Adult Bible School. Students are invited to join Adult Sunday
School for those two weeks. Youth Coffee Hour will pick up regularly on March 6th.
Summer Registration is open at Covenant Camps! Summer Camp can be a special
time for students to find refreshment and new life in their relationship with God in a
fun environment. If you are interested in sending your student to camp, see the links
below or email Kat for more info.
Covenant Harbor (WI) https://covenantharbor.org/summer-camps/
Covenant Point (MI) https://www.cpbc.com/summer/
Please hold Youth Ministry and our students in your prayers
Blessings,
Kat Fredericks
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Northbrook Covenant Kids

Children and Family Ministry Update
January remained relatively quiet for Children's Ministry. Our children
were getting back into the swing of school and routines. We are looking
forward to launching a new curriculum this semester. I'm excited to
share that Kat will be coming alongside us to help teach our children!
Welcome Kat, we can't wait to have you join us!

-1 John 4:19-

A few January
highlights....

Our new February bulletin board.
God's Promises Are So Sweet!
Our group did a wonderful job putting it up!

Thank you Alexa, Mikayla,
Emma, (and Jerry the sloth)
for joining Praise Team. You
are such a blessing to our
church!

Looking Ahead
Please join the Children's Ministry Team on
Saturday April 30th from 9:00am-10:45am
for a wonderful opportunity to serve at Feed
My Starving Children. There will be a sign up
sheet at the welcome counter. Space is limited
so please be sure to sign up soon! We will
meet at Culver's across the street after packing
to share lunch together. We hope you'll join
us.
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From Pastor Dawn Holt Lauber, Director of Music Ministries
It is good to give thanks to the Lord and to sing praises to Your name,
O Most High, to declare Your lovingkindness in the morning,
and Your faithfulness every night, on an instrument of ten strings, on the lute,
and on the harp, with harmonious sound.
Psalm 92:1-3

God Sings to Us
We gather together each Sunday to give all honor and glory that is due our God, to sing praises
of thanksgiving to Him because His love and mercy are steadfast and kind. We give thanks for
answered prayer, for comfort and peace when our prayers are not answered as we had hoped,
for the gift of the Holy Spirit so we know we are never alone, for the gift of Jesus so we have
the assurance of salvation and eternal life – and so many other things in our personal lives. We
are incredibly grateful for all God has done for us that we want to praise Him with as many
instruments as we could ever play, with so many voices that we sound like our own mini-choir.
Every morning, every night, we long to praise God with the depth of our beings.

And as we are striving to offer music of thanksgiving to our loving God – God is singing right
back to us! Zephaniah 3:17 says: The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who
saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice
over you with singing.
God sings to us – God rejoices over us with music! The Creator of the universe, the Sovereign
Lord over all creation and history sings to each one of us. God takes great delight in us – He
longs for a close and intimate relationship with us. Because of His great love and mercy for us,
the Lord responds with joyful singing.
Because of the joy and love that God has for His creation, He sent His son, Jesus, to bear our
sins and griefs for us. We can praise the Lord all day long with music because, in Jesus, God’s
own Son, we have a friend – a personal friend to whom we can bring all of our griefs and
trespasses. In Jesus, we have a Savior and a Redeemer.
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WOMEN MINISTRIES REPORT

February 2022

-by Bonnie Stephens
wm.northbrookcov@gmail.com

"Connecting women...impacting the world"

Not a lot is happening. We continue our support of Cornerstone and try to meet some of
their needs. They have been hit hard by the covid virus and have had to minimize the number
of residents. As a result the city of Chicago has cut their funding by about $320,000. Women
Ministries was able to send them $1,000 to help fill the need.
Continued needs for CCO – In addition to backpacks, duffle bags and small suitcases there is
a need for sheets and pillowcases (new or gently used). As we have some excellent sewers
we can also use fabric suitable to make pillowcases (approximately 1 yard). Bar soap has also
been requested. Donations may be dropped off at the church. They also need towels and
wash cloths.
Kohl’s Cash - If you have Kohl’s cash that you are not going to use (or rewards cash) we can
use it! The certificates can be dropped off at the church in the Women Ministries wooden box
in the narthex or you can email the certificate number along with the PIN (or a copy of the bar
code) to Bonnie. The “use” dates is helpful.
85 . . . and counting – So far this year, 85 households moved from homelessness to housing
through CCO!

Looking ahead – We will have our annual plant sale in May 2022! We need to send in our
order early this year (first of April). There will be order forms available in March. The public
sale will be held Friday May 13 and Saturday May 14. I am ready for Spring!
Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Stephens
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Dear Church Family,
On behalf of my Dad, Ken Klarman, we
would like to extend a huge THANK YOU
to all who sent, mailed, & texted birthday
greetings. My Dad was extremely touched
by each card/message. Thank you for
making his day extra special. We
appreciate all the outpouring of love and
continued prayers.
With Love and Gratuitude,
The O'Hara & Klarman Family
7

WORLD MISSIONS
Faith Promise 2022-We are so thankful for our missionaries! Our focus is on their families:
Lisandro and Patricia Restrepo in Monterey Mexico; Randy Bevis in Thailand, Haiti, Peru,
Honduras and Congo; Paul De Neui in Chicago at Center for World Christian Studies; Don and
Lillian Dwight in Taiwan; Dan and Oksana Johnson at New Life Radio Russia; Peter and Anna
Kim in East Asia; Gary and MaryLou Sander in Columbia; Francisco and Stephani Ramos in
Paris, France. We also support ministries including Serve Globally: Merge, Covenant World
Relief and Development, Covenant Kids Congo, Paul Carlson Partnership as well as the
covenant general fund for missionaries. Our giving is provided to the denomination in their
names. Shannon and Carol White in Hong Kong are also supported with prayer. Please
consider mission support with a faith promise; fill out the form in the newsletter and place in the
mail to the church or drop in the offering basket on February 13th when we will be highlighting
Faith Promise during our worship service.
DEFINITION
A Faith Promise is a method of trusting God to provide funds for Christians to meet missionary
needs.
QUESTIONS
1. How is a “Faith Promise” different from a church pledge? The church pledge is made on
the basis of anticipated income, and is made to God, through the local church. The Faith
Promise is not made to the church/church budget. It is made to God. Also, the Faith Promise is
not based only on anticipated income; it is based on faith—faith to GIVE what God supplies in
unanticipated income.
2. Is there a biblical basis for the Faith Promise? The Faith Promise is based on several
passages of Scripture. A good illustration is the story of Elisha and the poor widow (2 Kings 4).
God provided oil to fill as many vessels as the widow and her son could find. The only limit to
God’s provision was the woman’s limited ability to find additional vessels. Another basis for this
concept is Jesus’ feeding of the 5000 (and 4,000) in Matthew 14 (and 15). There is no doubt that
God wants to supply the resource to meet the needs!
3. Where does the Faith Promise money come from? The Faith Promise is made , not only
on the basis of anticipated income, but also “by faith” that God will provide additional monies that
can be given for missions. The money for meeting the Faith Promise comes from God in
traditional and nontraditional ways. Sometimes the money comes from unexpected pay raises,
sometimes from tips, new or reactivated old accounts, funds saved through unexpected “sales,”
or perhaps through gifts or bequests. The ways God will provide these monies are as many and
as varied as the individuals who dare to trust Him.
4. When are Faith Promises made? Traditionally the faith promises are received at the Annual
World Missions event. This year we are making an appeal through the newsletter because of
COVID. All of the money that is donated through Faith Promise goes to support our world-wide
missions. Donations are to be given before December 31, 2022.
5. Our goal this year is $20,000. Please fill out a Faith Promise Pledge card attached below
and send it into the church office by the end of February. You can also email your pledge to
northbrook.covenant@gmail.com. When giving your gift please mark Faith Promise in the
memo line of your check or select World Missions on the online giving tab.
——————————————————————————————————————————--

My Faith Promise Pledge for 2022: I/We promise to give $_________________
(annual amount) to World Missions to support our missionaries.
Name(s):___________________________________________ (please print)
( Please mark all checks with either Faith Promise or World Missions in the memo
line of your check.)
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LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT
The Leadership Team met on January 18th. This was our first meeting of the new
year. The following is a summary of our discussion:
1. As we have been reporting, we are ending the year in a very strong financial
position thanks to the faithful support of our church family. This sets us up well
for the 2022 budget which will be presented at the February 6th Annual Business
Meeting. You will see that budget for the new year is very similar to this past year
for which we are thankful. As we look to the coming year the challenge for us is
not so much financial as it is in the area of “people resources.” Many of our folks
are serving in multiple capacities—for that we are deeply appreciative. However
we continue to need volunteers for most, if not all, of our ministry areas so if you
are interested in volunteering please connect with Pastor Jose or one of the LT
members.

2. We also met with Rev. Jill Lind, Director of Congregational Care for the
Central Conference. She has been working with the LT over the past year to help
us as we look to the future as we seek to discern where God is leading as we
minister in the Northbrook/Glenview communities. There will be a more in depth
discussion at the Annual Meeting, but we are looking to set up times to engage
with our church family in this discussion. Tentative dates are February 27th and
March 20th following the Sunday service and a time will be set at CLON. We look
forward to hearing from you. More to follow.
3. A significant legacy of our church has been the commitment to Missions. For a
number of years, we have provided financial support through a Faith Promise
process. This past year almost $18,000 was given to World Missions—again, this
reflects the incredible generosity of our church family. We have tentatively set
aside Sunday February 13th as Faith Promise Sunday when we will highlight the
mission outreach of our denomination and local church.
4. As noted, February 6th is the date for the Annual Business Meeting. We are
planning on meeting immediately following the Sunday worship service. We are
hoping for a strong turnout however if you are not able to attend in person, we will
be sending out a Zoom link so you will be able to participate virtually.
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Worship with us!
Sundays at 10:30am

For Virtual Worship Visit us online at northbrookcovenant.org
We exist to glorify God
– Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –
by becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ
and inviting others to join us.

Lead Pastor, José González
joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Director of Youth Ministries, Katherine Fredericks
youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries, Dawn Holt Lauber
music.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Melissa O’Hara
moharanbcc@gmail.com
Office Manager, Kathleen Heller
northbrook.covenant@gmail.com
Pianist, Vera Vasilenko

Northbrook Covenant Church
2737 Techny Road
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-272-8270
www. Northbrookcovenant.org
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