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From the Pastor’s Pen… 

“He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 
and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his  
kingdom will never end.” (Luke 1:32-33) 
 

Throughout Advent we remember Israel’s waiting for the 
Messiah to be born, fulfilled in the birth of Jesus, to remind 
ourselves of our waiting for Jesus' return. The angel         
Gabriel’s description to Mary of the newborn king she will 
give birth to tells of Jesus’ royalty as king, fulfilling God’s 
promises to King David to put one of his descendants over 
his throne forever. And yet Jesus shows us that his kingdom 
is very different from the kingdoms of this world, than even 
the kingdom ruled by David. We explored the nature of 
these differences a little in November but a big implication of 
it is change. There are reversals in Jesus’ kingdom that 
Mary speaks to in her celebratory song, because God 
“[brings] down rulers from their thrones but [lifts up] the  
humble” (1:52).  
 

One way we can prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth and      
remember our waiting for his return, is to consider what 
changes his kingdom might make in our lives and in our 
world even in this season. Are there attitudes of our hearts 
Jesus is looking to shape. Are their practices he is looking to 
put into our lives, or remove? Or perhaps he Is just wanting 
us to slow down and be more receptive to his love and  
presence. It’s easy to get lost in the commotion of          
preparations of the season, but all around us will be          
reminders of the king so highly anticipated so many years 
ago, and the king we continue to wait for today.  
 

So as we wait, and as we celebrate, we may do so by   
seeking his kingdom and his very presence here and now. If 
we identify changes he wants to make, or if we find          
ourselves distracted in the business of this season, may we 
find moments to slow down, turn our thoughts to our Lord 
and ask Jesus to have his way in our lives and our world. 
One way we may do so by simply agreeing and praying with 
the author of Revelation “...Come Lord Jesus.” (Rev. 22:20) 
 

 Pastor José 
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20-David Dwight 

20-Julia Sinople 

26-Eric Johnson 

27-Vanessa Johnson 

29-Eileen St. Clair 

31-Ryan Schonken 

December Anniversaries: 

27– Bob & Betty Olson   50 years 

December Birthdays: 

4-Chet Larson 

4-Kristin Gonzalez 

4-Marilyn Willard-Falkin 

6-Judy Frazier 

7-Emma Smith 

8-Roy Olson 

8-Charlie Erickson 

9-Don Putman 

13-Charlie Poterek 

 

CLON Chat  will be held this month on Tuesday December 13th at 2:30 p.m. in the South Village 
Room. Join us for a time to pray for and  discuss whatever is on people’s hearts concerning life, 
faith, and our church.  

In January, the 2023 directory will get  printed.  If you have had a change of address in 2022 
and have not yet let the office know of your new address, please contact Kathleen and let 
her know at 847-272-8270 or  northbrook.covenant@gmail.com. We would like to remember 
you on your birthday so if you haven't received a card from church for your birthday this 
year, that means we do not have a record of your birthday. Please let us know. Also let us 

know of any incorrect information in the current directory (phone, email, etc.). 

Staff Gifts Due- If you are mailing or dropping off your check at the church office please note the 
check for Staff Gift.  It is also possible to contribute electronically by visiting our website at        
northbrookcovenant.org, selecting the giving tab, clicking on the “make a donation” button, and     
using the drop down menu to select staff gift.  We are asking that all gifts be at the church office by 
Monday December 12 so our staff can be recognized during worship December 18. Thank you for 
your generosity. 

 Lessons and Carols– Sunday December 11th will be our traditional Lessons and Carols 

service at 10:30 a.m. We are happy to have the choir back as we prepare our hearts for the 
coming of Jesus Christ. If you are unable to worship in person please watch the broadcast at 
CLON or online on our website at northbrookcovenant.org. 

Poinsettias– Honor someone you love this Christmas season by purchasing a poinsettia 
to decorate the sanctuary. Plants are $15 each and order forms can be found at the    
Welcome Center.  Make checks payable to the church, mark “flowers” in the memo line 
and place in the offering basket.  Deadline to order is Sunday December 11th. Orders 
and checks can also be mailed to the church office. 

Join us for Christmas Eve worship at 4 p.m. December 24th. We will be holding Sunday           
Worship on Christmas Day at 10:30 a.m.  We hope to see you there. 

Financial Update Giving through November is good and we are only $2200 behind our budget. 
Please consider a year-end gift that will ensure we finish 2022 strong financially. Besides giving to 
our general fund, many have generously supported other ministries like World Missions, world relief 
and our Benevolence Fund. Thank you for all of your gifts in 2022 whether to our general fund or to 
targeted ministries.  We have received 29 commitment cards for 2023, compared to 31 for this     
current year. They have helped our Financial Team prepare a budget for next year. If you haven't 
had a chance to turn in a card, you can still do so by putting it in the offering basket or lockbox on 
the  welcome table. You can also notify the office of your pledge. As we bring on another full-time 
staff member, your financial support is needed. 

Happy Anniversary 
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Ministry Update 
 
Growing Deeper 
Ready to go deeper? Spiritual practices have long been a way for us to be 
first “in God” so we might go further in mission. If you’d like to try new  
practices to go deeper with God. Check out the “Growing Deeper”       
practices on covchurch.org for downloads, or ask Pastor José for a print 
out of one.  
 
Winter Camp 2023- Registration for Winter Camp went live in November! For those 
of you who don't know, we have a tradition of going up to Covenant Harbor in Lake 
Geneva, WI for Winter Camp every year.  This year, the dates are in January or  
February of 2023.  The cost is $181 per student but please don't let cost be the    
reason your student isn't able to come.  We want to make sure that every student who 
wants to be there can be there! If interested in having your student attend, please 
contact Pastor Jose. Check out more about Winter Camp by following the link   
https://covenantharbor.org/winter-camp-6th-12th-grades/ 
_______________________________________________________________________________

Advent Candles: hope, peace, joy, love                  
November 11, 2014 By liturgylink  

The first week of Advent is all about hope. 
Think about hope as you hear Lamentations 3: 21-24: 
“But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
God’s mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in the Lord.”  

For the second week in Advent, we focus on peace. 
In John 14:27, Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.   
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 

During the third week in Advent, we spend time thinking about joy. 
From Psalm 5:11, we hear these words, “But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy. 
Spread your protection over them, so that those who love your name may exult in you.”                                  

In this final week of Advent, our attention is on love. The following Scripture verses may sound very familiar, so 
we will hear them twice. The first time is in the New Revised Standard Version. The second time you ’ll be reading 
from the Message. Listen for the call to love in these words.                                                                                              
Matthew 22:36-40 says, “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”  He said to him, “‘You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. ’  This is the greatest and 
first commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two command-
ments hang all the law and the prophets. ”Teacher, which command in God’s Law is the most important?” Jesus 
said, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence.’ This is the most important, the 
first on any list. But there is a second to set alongside it: ‘Love others as well as you love yourself.’ These two  
commands are pegs; everything in God’s Law and the Prophets hangs from them.” 
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Northbrook Covenant Kids 
Children and Family Ministry Update  
 

Looking Ahead... 
Our Children's Annual Christmas 
party is approaching, Kids, get 

your gingerbread game ready. We 
have some houses to decorate!!! 
Will be having lunch following our 
service on December 18th along 

with our party. 

Joy to the World 
Our children have finished up their Communion            
Curriculum and are working on writing their testimonies. 
They hope to share these with you in the coming month or 
two! I cannot wait to hear how the Holy Spirit is moving in 
them. Please pray for our children as they prepare their 
testimonies; that God will lead them to find the right words 
and wisdom to share with our congregation. 

Our children have also been rehearsing with the 
handbells. They will be sharing a Christmas piece 
with you for our Lessons & Carols service coming up 
soon. They have been working so hard and sound 
beautiful! We hope you'll join us on Sunday           
December 11th at 10:30am! 

And....we may 
have even found 
some time to 
play in between 
practicing. 

Please join us for our outing to Feed My Starving 
Children on Saturday December 10th from 9:45am-
10:30 at the Libertyville location. We will once again 
follow our time of serving with lunch at Culver's. This 
is a great opportunity to serve and give back. Please 
sign up at the Welcome Center as we need to confirm 
a head count. The address is: 742 E Park Ave,      
Libertyville, IL 60048. Please let Melissa know if you 
need a ride. 
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Welcome Rachel Johnson! Our new director of Music and Family    
Ministries begins this month. Please welcome Rachel Johnson to our 
church family and let her know if you would like to offer your talents to 
music, youth, or children’s ministries.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel Hymn study by Kim L. Scharff 
The hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” grew out of a series of antiphons sung from Dec. 17 to 
23, one each day, at Vespers, prior to and following the Magnificat. These antiphons, which came 
to be known as the “O” Antiphons, date back to at least the ninth century. At a later date,      
probably the twelfth century, they were collected into Latin verse by an unknown author. It was 
in 1851 that the English divine and poet, John Mason Neale (1818–1866), translated the Latin 
verse, drawn from a 1710 German collection of psalms and hymns, into the English we now know 
as this hymn. Neale’s short life of 48 years, due to chronic poor health, was a life of accomplish-
ment. It was said that he was one of the great Latin and Greek scholars of his time. Through this 
expertise, he provided translations of numerous Latin and Greek hymn texts used in the Church 
even to our day.  In the Creed we confess “the communion of saints,” which means, among other 
things, that there is a communion, or unity, we share with Christians of all times and places. How 
does a hymn like “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” reinforce that great truth? What comfort do you 
find in this?  

The Season of Advent, with its themes of waiting and anticipation, is, perhaps, the one season of 
the Church Year that is most closely related to our daily lives. We are, even now, waiting for the 
Lord’s return. Each time we gather for worship, each time we receive the Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar, we are proclaiming Christ until He returns (1 Cor. 11:26). This wonderful hymn will be a  
welcome companion as we live out our days, anticipating the return of Emmanuel, that He might 
be with us, and we with Him, forever.  

Sing or speak together CHW #120, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  

1) O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here, until 
the son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

2) O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; disperse the 
gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 

3) O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things, far and nigh; to us the path of 
knowledge show, and cause us in her ways to go. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to 
thee, O Israel! 

4) O come, Desire of Nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; bid now our sad divisions 
cease, and be thyself our King of peace. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O   
Israel! 

Prayer Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh 

us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen  



 7 

"Connecting women...impacting the world" 

-by Bonnie Stephens 

wm.northbrookcov@gmail.com 
WOMEN MINISTRIES REPORT 

December 2022 

 

A Pickup from Cornerstone - On November 19 we had a van pick up from Cornerstone.  They 
picked up much needed items for the shelter.  This included about 45 pillows, 150 towels, 200 
washcloths, about 50 rolls of Christmas wrapping paper, Christmas cards, as well as many 
items needed for birthday and Christmas gifts.  We have a truck scheduled for December 
10th at 3:30 p.m. for Cornerstone to pick up the Christmas gifts bags and many other things.  
Just a portion of things going are on the stage area in Fellowship Hall.  If you are able to help 
with the loading of the truck, please contact Bonnie or the church office.     

 

Advent Night – Our annual Advent Night was held Thursday December 1.  We presented a 
musical evening with a program of Lessons and Carols.  It is our traditional start of the Advent 
Season. 

 

 Needs for Cornerstone – One of the things CCO provides is welcome packages for the people 
who are moving from homelessness to housed.  This can be an overwhelming adventure.  
CCO tries to provide the people with what they need to get them started.  This includes     
everyday dishes and silverware so donations are needed for that project. 

 

Giving Tree – The Giving Tree made its appearance once again.  It is located in the narthex.  
Donations from the Giving Tree will be used to purchase needed items for Cornerstone.  
There are envelopes that you may take to make a monetary donation to help purchase  
Christmas gifts for the residents of Cornerstone.  For many of the residents this may be the 
only Christmas gift they receive.  Checks should be made payable to Women Ministries.   

 

Kohl’s Cash  –  If you have Kohl’s cash that you are not going to use (or rewards cash) we can 
use it!  The certificates can be dropped off at the church in the Women Ministries wooden 
box in the narthex or you can email the certificate number along with the PIN (or a copy of 
the bar code) to Bonnie.  Valid dates are helpful.  The Kohl’s cash is usually used for pillows 
and bath towels.  There is also a need for washcloths. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bonnie Stephens 
 

      “Connecting women...impacting the world” 
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Faith Promise 2022-December is when we send our second check to World 

Missions in support of our missionaries. If you have not already done so, 

please consider fulfilling your faith promise pledge. Checks can be made out 

to NECC and World Missions or Faith Promise can be put in the memo line of 

the check. You can also give online on the giving page of our website                 

northbrookcovenant.org and select World Missions on the drop-down tab. 

We are so thankful for our missionaries! Our focus is on these families: 

Lisandro and Patricia Restrepo in Monterey Mexico; Randy Bevis in        

Thailand, Haiti, Peru, Honduras and Congo; Paul De Neui in Chicago at     

Center for World Christian Studies; Don and Lillian Dwight in Taiwan; Dan 

and Oksana Johnson at New Life Radio Russia; Peter and Anna Kim in East 

Asia; Gary and Mary Lou Sander in Columbia; Francisco and Stephani Ramos 

in Paris, France. We also support ministries including Serve Globally: Merge, 

Covenant World Relief and Development, Covenant Kids Congo, Paul Carlson 

Partnership as well as the covenant general fund for missionaries. Our      

giving is provided to the denomination in their names. Shannon and Carol 

White in Hong Kong are also supported with prayer. Through out the year 

we have updated you on the  ministry of these missionaries in our          

newsletter, on the missions bulletin board in the hallway, and with mission 

moments once a month in our worship service. Our missionaries are      

grateful for your support and most importantly for your prayer support. 

Please remember to keep them in your prayers. 

For anyone with a heart for missions please consider joining our missions 

board for 2023. Contact David Dwight if you are interested in joining or for 

more information. 

WORLD MISSIONS 



 9 

 

 

 

 

      

LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE 
 

The Leadership Team met on November 14th for our monthly meeting.  Much of 
our time was spent reviewing this past year financial reports and preparing a    
preliminary budget to be presented at our Annual Business Meeting.  We are 
blessed in that we will be ending the year in a healthy financial position.  Our 
church family has faithfully supported the ministries we have been called to, so we 
can look forward to a strong start to 2023.  Our thanks to the many that supported 
and attended our Vision Lunch and to those that have made a financial             
commitment for next year.  It is still not too late to turn in your commitment card 
if you have not yet done so—this is very helpful as we are planning for the coming 
year.  I would also note that we have an additional financial commitment this 
coming year with the hiring of Rachel Johnson as our Director of Music and     
Family Ministries.  This is a full time position with additional benefits and related 
costs so we encourage our entire church continue your financial support of our 
church. 

Other discussion items included: 

 Our Annual Business Meeting will be Sunday January 29th following the      
morning worship service.  A light lunch will be served followed by the meeting.  
In addition to annual reports and presentation of the 2023 budget there will be 
elections for a number of positions.  Please put this date on your calendar and 
plan on joining us for this important time together. 

 The work on replacing the sanctuary lighting will start on Monday December 
12th.  We anticipate this work will be completed within the week in advance of 
our Christmas celebrations. 

 We look forward to welcoming Rachel Johnson to our worship service on         
December 4th.  We will provide opportunities over the next few weeks for you to 
meet Rachel as she starts her new ministry position.   

 If you have not already done so, please turn in your support for our Christmas 
staff gift.  We will be recognizing them at our service on December 18th.   

 

We pray that you and your family will have a blessed and wonderful Christmas    
season as we celebrate the birth of our Savior. 
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Lead Pastor, José González 

 joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Director of Music & Family Ministries, Rachel  Johnson 

   music.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

   youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Melissa O’Hara 

 moharanbcc@gmail.com  

Office Manager, Kathleen Heller 

   northbrook.covenant@gmail.com 

Pianist, Vera Vasilenko 

 

 

 

Northbrook Covenant Church 

2737 Techny Road 

Northbrook, IL 60062 

847-272-8270 

www. Northbrookcovenant.org 

Worship with us! 

Sundays at 10:30am 

For Virtual Worship Visit us online at northbrookcovenant.org 

We exist to glorify God  
–  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –  

by becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ  

and inviting others to join us.  


