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Praise the Lord, my soul;
all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
Praise the Lord, my soul,
and forget not all his benefits…” (Psalm 103:1-2)
I’ve been fortunate to enjoy many wonderful blessings
this summer and hope to continue to do so. I find that
naming them helps me continue to be mindful of them
and be grateful for them. Great running weather, time at
the pool, excursions with the family, time with friends,
neighbors, and family–I’m grateful for all of these and
more and I hope to continue enjoying these with
gratitude.
All these good things are blessings from God and there
are many more to be mindful of in our spiritual life no
matter what season it is. Psalm 103 is a great primer for
naming the blessings of life with God. Whatever we’re
going through these blessings are ours because of who
God is and we should live life continually with gratitude
in our hearts. Those named in the psalm and more can
help us to keep our worship and praise going as we
navigate the various seasons of life.
This month we’ll look more at living as disciples of Jesus
in a place that in the ultimate sense is not our home as
we’ll hear messages from 1 Peter. We’ll look at the
challenges and joys of living for God’s kingdom in
places where things operate very differently. While there
are challenges, we can “remember all his benefits,” now
and into the life to come as we try to follow to wherever
he will lead us. In doing so we can continue to live
continually praising God and inspiring others to do the
same.
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Ladies Summer Coffee– Mark your calendars for August 17th at 9:30 a.m. for a time of
Fellowship and prayer. Refreshments will be served. All women of our church are invited.
Any questions can be directed to Beth Olson at bethbolson@yahoo.com. A sign up sheet
is on the Welcome Center.
Covenant Harbor 75th Anniversary Celebration– On Sunday, August 14, 2022,we
will be celebrating Covenant Harbor’s 75th Anniversary and as we remember what
God has done, celebrate together and connect with others who have been impacted
by the ministry of Covenant Harbor please keep us in your prayers. .
Yard Game Night Thursday August 11th at 6:30pm
Come join us for light refreshments and games out on the church yard. Bring a friend and a
healthy competitive spirit, or just come and hang out.
Please welcome Pastor Dae Sung Kim of Sarang Community Church who will be greeting our congregation at the end of service on August 7th.
Heads Up--Fall High School Retreat
This fall there will be an opportunity for our high school students to join students from Northwest
Covenant and DeerGrove for Covenant Harbor's Fall retreat. Prospectively the churches are
considering the weekend of November 4-6 or near that time. Details and pricing to come. Contact
Pastor José if you are interested or have questions.
Family Movie Night
Join our friends from DeerGrove and Northwest Covenant for a family movie night. Popcorn will be
provided. Bring a Friend. Kids, bring your pajamas, your favorite blanket, or stuffed animal.
Saturday August 13th from 6-8pm DeerGrove Covenant Church. 225 E. Helen Road, Palatine.
Contact Pastor José with any questions.
Sunday Morning Volunteers Needed If you like coffee, snacks, or pushing buttons, we have
service opportunities you'll enjoy. We are in need of volunteers for our hospitality ministry to put out
coffee and snacks for after service, and for our A/V team to operate the slides and sound during
service. No experience? No problem. Contact Pastor José if you're interested in either.
Hospitality Donations We are in need of donations for our fellowship time after service. Donations
of snacks and drinks can be labeled for Sunday and placed in the kitchen. Monetary donations can
be made out to "Northbrook Covenant" and marked "hospitality." A simple yet powerful way to
contribute to the fellowship of the church.

August Birthdays:
1– Donna Frownfelter
1– Karen Carlson
7-Debbie Poterek
9-Tyler Warnygora
10-Anneliese Bucher
19-Anna Carlson
20-James Williams
21– Melissa O’Hara
21-Kathleen Heller

23-Robert Olson
23-Ena Zurad
30-Laurie Johnson
30-Dory Schonken

August Anniversaries:
17– Ron & Anneta Swanson 54 Years
20– Eric & Mary Lynn Dornfeld 51Years
24– Charlie & Debbie Poterek 48 Years
26– Eric & Renee Johnson
27 Years

Happy Anniversary
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Ministry Update
Growing Deeper
Ready to go deeper? Spiritual practices have long been a way for us to be
first “in God” so we might go further in mission. If you’d like to try new
practices to go deeper with God. Check out the “Growing Deeper”
practices on covchurch.org for downloads, or ask Pastor José for a print
out of one.
“I am the vine; you are the branches.
If you remain in me and I in you, you
will bear much fruit; apart from me
you can do nothing.”—John 15:5, NIV

deeper in Christ

Topics: Becoming Generous – Caring for Creation –
Choosing Justice –Developing a Rule of Life –Embodying Our Faith –Keeping a Spiritual Journal –
Praying in Community – Praying Scripture –Praying Through Art – Reading the Bible – Reviewing
Your Day – Telling Your Story –Walking with God – Walking with Others

Heads Up--Fall High School Retreat
This fall there will be an opportunity for our high school students to join students from
Northwest Covenant and DeerGrove for Covenant Harbor's Fall retreat. Prospectively
the churches are considering the weekend of November 4-6 or near that time. Details
and pricing to come. Contact Pastor José if you are interested or have questions.
July was officially Unite season!
Covenant youth across the U.S. and Canada are gathered at five different conferencelevel youth events, patterned after the larger triennial national Covenant youth event
known as Unite (formerly CHIC).
The season kicked off on Saturday, July 9, when students in the Central Conference
gathered at North Park University for Serve Together, a collection of service projects
and opportunities. Students in attendance enjoyed food—including an amazing donut
truck—alongside spirited worship music and an encouraging word from Drew Edstrom,
who currently serves as director of student ministries at Northwest Covenant Church
in Mt. Prospect, Illinois.
They were dispatched in groups to engage service projects in a variety of locations
around the Chicago area. Josiah Cheng, pastor of student ministries at Naperville
Covenant Church, witnessed the positive impact Serve Together had on the students
in his care. “They were able to grow a bond by sharing this experience,” said Cheng.
“You get a glimpse of heaven when people of all different backgrounds work together
for a unified purpose.”
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Northbrook Covenant Kids

Children and Family Ministry Update
Family Movie Night
Join our friends from DeerGrove and Northwest Covenant for a family movie night. Popcorn
will be provided. Bring a Friend. Kids, bring your pajamas, your favorite blanket, or
stuffed animal. Saturday August 13th from 6-8pm DeerGrove Covenant Church. 225 E.
Helen Road, Palatine. Contact Pastor José with any questions.
As summer begins to come to a close, I pray that you have all found some time to rest and
enjoy time with friends and family. It's hard to believe that fall and winter are really just
around the corner. In fact, I have already begun to see fall and winter decorations going up
in the stores (WAY TOO SOON!!!). Can't we just relish in what is left of the summer
season?!?
I will be praying for our children (& adults) as school is set to kick off in a few weeks. As the
excitement of new schools, new teachers, new supplies, and possibly new friendships begin,
may we hold steadfast in the love of God and all He provides. As much as things may be
changing around us and our children, we know God never does! It is that hope that we can
hang onto always!
Our children stayed busy during July. Enjoy the snapshots below.
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Pastor Dawn Farewell Reception July 31. 2022
Pastor Dawn- Thank you for your service to our church. We will miss you greatly!
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WOMEN MINISTRIES REPORT

August 2022

-by Bonnie Stephens
wm.northbrookcov@gmail.com

"Connecting women...impacting the world"

Help Wanted – We will continue our beautification of the church grounds by planting
flowers. They take a lot of care so if you would like to help with watering and/or weeding this
summer please see Bonnie or Mary Lynn. Schedule is flexible and on an “as needed” basis.
Kohl’s Cash – If you have Kohl’s cash that you are not going to use (or rewards cash) we can
use it! The certificates can be dropped off at the church in the Women Ministries wooden
box in the narthex or you can email the certificate number along with the PIN (or a copy of
the bar code) to Bonnie. The valid dates is helpful. The Kohl’s cash is usually used for pillows
and bath towels. There is also a need for washcloths.
Continued needs for CCO – We have been purchasing much needed pillows and towels for
CCO. We also try to provide as many pillow cases as we can. As we have some excellent
sewers we can also use fabric suitable to make pillowcases (approximately 1 yard). Sheets can
also be to make pillow cases. Other items needed include towels, washcloths, toothbrushes,
flashlights, reading glasses, diapers, feminine hygiene products and birthday cards. Donations
may be dropped off at the church. Monetary donations are always appreciated. You may
place your donation in the wooden WM donation box in the narthex. Envelopes are provided
on the box. Checks should be made out to Women Ministries noting CCO in the memo line.
Fall Fellowship – The annual Fall Fellowship at Covenant Harbor will be September 16-18.
The speaker will be Jennifer Snow. More information and registration can be found on the
Covenant Harbor website: https://covenantharbor.org/fall-fellowship/
Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Stephens

“Connecting women...impacting the world”
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WORLD MISSIONS
Gary and Mary Lou Sander Mission Update:

Two North Coast Youth we recently hosted in our home.
Praise God for the Mutual Mentoring encounters that we will be holding in the North Coast
(Barranquilla), beginning tomorrow, July 1 – July 3, and in the South Coast (Monteria), July 28
– July 31. In the North Coast we are working through our “religiosity” and using Matthew 6 as
our base text. In the South Coast we are addressing women and men working well together, or
alone, in Church leadership and ministry.
The entire country of Colombia is experiencing record setting rains which are causing flooding,
landslides, road closures, etc. As we write this to you, there is a fierce tropical storm passing
along the Colombian Caribbean coast bringing even more rain to the saturated country. Thank
you for lifting all of the country, and its residents, up in prayer for protection and safety, as
well as for daily sustenance needs being met – especially for those who work and live in
vulnerable situations.

We are anticipating a great “family mission” visit from the Michealsen family of five, July 8-23.
Thank you for praying for their participation – preaching, grief counseling, and children’s
ministries – as well as getting to know our staff and the vision of the Colombia partnership in
ministry that we are blessed to be a part of.
We praise God that the Presidential elections were held with a record number of citizens
voting. Colombia is moving in a different political direction under this next president, and we
thank you for your prayers that this transition and transference of political power will be done
smoothly. The new president, Gustavo Petro, will take office on August 7.
Blessings,
Mary Lou and Gary
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LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT
The Leadership Team did not meet in July so there is no news to report.
The next LT meeting is August 10th.

Mark your calendars for Fall Kick-off on Sunday September 11th. Adult Sunday
School and small groups will resume meeting. More information will be
forthcoming.
August 14th is the 75th Anniversary Celebration up at Covenant Harbor. You must
register to attend. Visit www.covenantharbor.org for more information and to
register.
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Worship with us!
Sundays at 10:30am

For Virtual Worship Visit us online at northbrookcovenant.org
We exist to glorify God
– Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –
by becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ
and inviting others to join us.

Lead Pastor, José González
joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Director of Youth Ministries

youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries, Dawn Holt Lauber
music.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Melissa O’Hara
moharanbcc@gmail.com
Office Manager, Kathleen Heller
northbrook.covenant@gmail.com
Pianist, Vera Vasilenko

Northbrook Covenant Church
2737 Techny Road
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-272-8270
www. Northbrookcovenant.org
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