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From the Pastor’s Pen… 

 “I am the resurrection and the life…” John 11:25a. 
 
The month of April opens with us acknowledging the 
kingship of Jesus on Palm Sunday, his suffering and 
death when we gather on Maundy Thursday, and the joy 
and hope of the resurrection on Easter Sunday. In one 
of our Lenten scriptures Jesus tells Martha that he    
himself is the resurrection and the life, the very reality of 
the hope she states in the wake of her brother’s death, 
and this before Jesus raises him from the dead, a    
foretaste of when Jesus rises from the dead securing 
our hope. Martha correctly follows Jesus’ statement  
stating that he is the Messiah, the Son of God.  
 
While we celebrate and live into our resurrection reality, 
Jesus’ declaration gives us quite a bit to think about. We 
have hope now and into the life to come that comes 
through Jesus, but more so, Jesus is the resurrection 
and the life.  He is what we long for and look toward. 
And we get to live life with him now with the hope of life 
with him forever. He is our hope. He is the point. We can 
celebrate the resurrection as an event and the         
wonderful blessings that come with it, but the Christian 
life is daily relationship with the Resurrection and the 
Life himself. It is a life with Jesus.  
 
I encourage you to celebrate and be mindful of the work 
of God through the resurrection of Jesus and the     
wonderful hope we have. And I also encourage you to 
go beyond the concept of resurrection and connect with 
the person who is  the resurrection and the life. As we 
celebrate, let us celebrate and enjoy Jesus himself,  
connecting with him and worshiping him. This month 
consider, how will you grow in connection with the     
person of Jesus–the Resurrection and the Life himself. 
 

Pastor José  
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26-Ken Johnson 

26-Betty Olson 

29-Jose González 

April Anniversaries: 

26-Ed & Jennifer Joseph        25 years 

 

April Birthdays: 

4-Jan Dwight 

6-Zachery Sinople 

10-Seth Swanson 

15-Bonnie Stephens 

16-John Dornfeld 

16-Sean Smith 

18-Mary Terzis 

23-Annetta Swanson 

Happy Anniversary 

CLON Chat  will be held this month on Tuesday April 11th at 2:30 p.m. in the Axelson Activity 
Room. Please note that the location has changed going forward to the Axelson Activity 
Room. Join us for a time to pray for and  discuss whatever is on people’s hearts concerning life, 
faith, and our church. While primarily directed toward our congregation at Covenant Living, visitors 
and curious friends are very  welcome. 

Holy Week Services– Please join us for our special Holy Week Services 
beginning this week April 2 at 10:30 a.m. for our Palm Sunday Service, April 
6 at 7pm for our Maundy Thursday–Tenebrae Service, and Sunday, April 9th 
at 10:30 a.m. for our Easter Service. 

Women Ministries Plant Sale Our annual plant sale is scheduled for May 19/20. You may pre-
order plants to be picked up those days. Pre-order forms are available on the Welcome Center and 
need to be turned in no later than Sunday, April 9th. Checks should be made out to Women    
Ministries not the church and enclosed with your order form. Completed forms can be put in the 
wooden WM box. 

Virtual Prayer Gathering Join denominational and conference leaders in 2023 for monthly   
virtual prayer gatherings. These 30-minute monthly gatherings are an opportunity for the        
Evangelical Covenant Church to draw near to God and one another in prayer. April 6

th
 from 2:00-

2:30 p.m go to covchurch.org/events and click on Virtual Prayer Gathering to take you to the Zoom 
link. 

Celebration 2023- The Central Conference annual meeting is being held in Gladstone, MI April 27-
29. Pastor José and Rachel will be attending as our church delegates. Please keep them in your 
prayers for safe travel and a successful conference. 

Around Northbrook this Month: 

Earth Month Kickoff Workday Saturday, April 1, 9am-noon Somme Woods.  The Village will        
co-host an ecological restoration workday alongside Somme Woods Community experts. Dress for 
the weather, expect to get muddy, bring gloves, and water to drink. For more information on what to 
expect visit sommepreserve.org. 

Earth Month Recycling Event Saturday, April 22, 9am-noon West Metra Commuter Lot Residents 
can drop off any of the following items: paint, molded Styrofoam, tires, printer cartridges, CFL, LED, 
and tube fluorescent bulbs, computers, TVs, residential document shredding, household batteries, 
and bicycles. 

Earth Month Arbor Day Giveaway Friday, April 28, 3-5pm Village Hall, 1225 Cedar Lane Stop by 
Village Hall for a free tree seedling packet, available first-come first-serve until supplies last. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86958670335?pwd=VnFLOEozWHV4WDRtTEpzUFgvZUs0dz09
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April  2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 

9:15  Adult SS 

10:30 Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

6 am M-F         

SC Prayer  Time 

4 5 6 
9:30 am Quiet Time 
w/ God 
7 pm  

7 

 

1/8 

9 

Easter Sunday 

10:30 Worship 
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6 am M-F         

SC Prayer Time       

11           
2:30 CLON Chat 

At Axelson 

12 13 
 

14 15 

16 
9:15 Adult SS 

10:30 Worship  

 

 

 

17 

 
 

 

6 am M-F         

SC Prayer  Time 

18           19 20 
 

 

 

 

 

6::30 pm  Men’s 
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21 22 

 

23 
9:15 Adult SS 

10:30 Worship 

 

 

 

5:45 pm Small 

Group                

24 
 

 
 

 

6 am M-F         

SC Prayer Time 

25 

 
 

26 

 

 

27 
9:30 am Quiet 
Time w/ God 

 

 
 

28 

 

 

29 
 

30 

9:15 Adult SS 

10:30 Worship 

 

 

5:45 pm Small 

Group                

1 

 

 
6 am M-F         

SC Prayer  Time 

2 3 4           
9:30 am Quiet 

Time w/ God 

5 6 
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Ministry Update 
 
April 2023 
Spring is here!! And I, for one, am very excited to see a little more 
color come back into the earth (after all, green is my favorite color). 
What are you looking forward to seeing this spring? Do you have a 
favorite flower that blooms this month? Or a favorite activity you are 
looking forward to as the weather warms up? 
 
March certainly flew by! Last month, I very much enjoyed seeing 
you students take communion for the first time in Sunday service. 
It’s an incredible joy to eat at the Lord’s Table together and together 
experience God’s grace for us. I also appreciated the notes we ex-
changed on the whiteboard in my office. I think it looks a lot better 
now that the whole board is covered in writing! Finally, it was so fun 
to make packs of food together at Feed My Starving Children. You 
guys are quick packers and certainly keep me on my toes! 
 
 

BINGO MANIA 

This spring/summer you students are encouraged to participate 
in something I’m calling “Bingo Mania.”  Basically, I’m setting 
you up with certain tasks to do and once you get BINGO we’ll 
all go out and do something fun together this summer. The   
Bingo board can be found in my office. A lot of these tasks are 
related to our BLESS practices, which you all learned about last 
month. Make this an opportunity to practice BLESS-ing others 
while also having fun! Church, please encourage our students 
at this time—ask them about their progress and find ways to 
help them get Bingo  
 

 
Prayer Requests for our Students: 
 
 Spring busyness:  As the weather warms and spring sports come into full swing, please pray that in 

the midst of school, sports, and activities that our students will find good opportunities to have fun and 
to rest and that their parents will have stamina as the school year starts to draw to a close. 

 
 Health:  Pray that our students remain healthy as they engage in various sports—no injuries this     

season, please! 
 
 Juniors/Seniors:  Pray especially for the 11th and 12th graders in our congregation and community at 

this time. Many 11th graders will be taking ACT/SATs this spring while also finishing out this important 
year of school with all their classes and finals—pray for confidence and energy as they take on these 
challenges. With graduation so quickly approaching, our 12th graders have big life decisions to make 
this spring—pray for peace and for God’s will to be made clear. 

 
 Parents/Grandparents/Family:  Please lift up all our parents/grandparents/caregivers.  May they feel 

supported, strengthened, and cared for even as they take care of our students.  
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Northbrook Covenant Kids 
Children and Family Ministry Update  

Spring is such an amazing season! We see God's handiwork in all aspects of creation. The brown 
trees begin to form buds that will give way to new leaves. The drab ground slowly comes to life as 
green grasses & plants pop through the dry ground. We are awoken in the morning by birds singing 
their new songs. Spring is a time of renewal and fresh starts. We can clearly see this renewal     
everywhere we look. I pray that your Spring will also bring you a sense of renewal and fresh         
beginnings as well.  
 
Our children had a wonderful March. We are so blessed to have such a wonderful, supportive, and 
caring congregation.  Our children had the privilege of sharing in their first true Communion     
alongside each of you. Please continue to pray for our children as they embark on their spiritual 
journeys. That they will feel God's presence in all they do.  

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

We finished our series on BLESS and are looking forward to learning new things this spring.    
Thank you for BLESSING us with your story, Donna! Your testimony was amazing!! 

 
We had a great time at Feed My Starving Children! Thank you to all who joined us.  
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Recently, I’ve been noticing that there have been a number of prescribed burns taking place in 

the area. These controlled burns performed by our local parks and fire departments are a natural 
way to clear out the underbrush to mitigate fire risk later on and also to allow the growth of new 

plants. In other words, these burns are a way that we preserve life. But it is a life that comes 
about through death. Sound familiar? This month we begin with Holy Week, our journey to the life 
of the resurrection that goes through the death of the cross. Like the burns in our parks, death is 

not the final answer—hallelujah!! 
 

The sights and smell of the prescribed burns brought to mind this lyric: “birth from the burning.” It 
is a line from a hymn called “Touch the Earth Lightly” by Shirley Erena Murray (lyrics below). The 
hymn laments the ways we have upheld a way of death in our world and expresses hope that we 
would repent and instead foster God’s way of life and regeneration for all our world. And our world 

certainly needs this regeneration, this greening, this health, this hope, and this life! Our world 
needs the new life of Easter. So as we make our way to the cross, through death, and to the 

blessed new life of Easter and beyond, how might you join in with God in this regeneration work 
this month? Where is God calling you to new life? 

Rachel 
 
 
 

 

Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently, 
Nourish the life of the world in our care: 
Gift of great wonder, ours to surrender, 
Trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 
 
We who endanger, who create hunger, 
Agents of death for all creatures that live, 
We who would foster clouds of disaster,  
God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 
 
Let there be greening, birth from the burning, 
Water that blesses and air that is sweet, 
Health in God’s garden, hope in God’s children,  
Regeneration that peace will complete. 
 
God of all living, God of all loving, 
God of the seedling, the snow, and the sun, 
Teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us, 
Using us gently and making us one. 
 
Text:  Shirley Erena Murray 
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WOMEN MINISTRIES REPORT 

April 2023 

 

PLANT SALE IS COMING! – Our annual plant sale will be held Friday May 19 and Saturday May 
20 from 9AM to 2PM.  Pre-order forms are available in the narthex and are due Sunday April 
9.  Plants will also be available the days of the sale.  Checks should be made payable to  
Women Ministries. 

  

Pick up for CCO – On Saturday March 25th we had a van pick up for CCO.  We sent lots of used 
clothing, hangers, towels, washcloths, birthday cards, items for birthday gifts and other items.  
It’s amazing how much we were able to fit into the van! 

 

Looking Ahead to Christmas! – We have been shopping a lot for things for Christmas.  This is 
the time to purchase the items as they are on clearance now.  This past Christmas we were 
able to supply new pj’s for all the kids and we are well on our way to do it again this year.  We 
also have purchased a lot of women’s slipper socks and pj’s for men and women.  We have 
purchased enough Christmas wrapping paper for their needs.  Now we just need to raise 
funds for the project.  If you are able to make a monetary donation, checks can be made out 
to Women Ministries and placed in the wooden WM lock box in the narthex.  Thank you for 
your continued support of this mission. 

 

Continuing needs for CCO – We continue to collect greeting cards for CCO.  Hygiene items are 
always needed.  Other items needed include flashlights, place settings and silverware,        
bedding and pillowcases, and reading glasses.  Items can be dropped off at the church in the 
narthex.    

 

Kohl’s Cash  –  If you have Kohl’s cash that you are not going to use (or rewards cash) we can 
use it!  The certificates can be dropped off at the church in the Women Ministries wooden box 
in the narthex or you can email the certificate number along with the PIN (or a copy of the bar 
code) to Bonnie.  Valid dates are helpful.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bonnie Stephens 

      “Connecting women...impacting the world” 
 
 
 

 

-by Bonnie Stephens 

wm.northbrookcov@gmail.com  
 “Connecting women...impacting the world” 
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WORLD MISSIONS 

Friends of World Mission 

As Friends of World Mission (FOWM), we come alongside global partners and personnel with our resources 
as an act of worship. Thank you for your gifts that enable the assets of our partners and personnel to          
facilitate transformative encounters for individuals and communities with God.  

We are humbled by the work of the Spirit through you, our faithful donors, and the work of our global     
partners and personnel. It is an honor to be part of what God is doing around the world! Thank you for being 
a friend in world mission!  

Here are three of the six projects being worked on in 2023. 

Expanding the Reach of Peacebuilding 

FRIENDS OF WORLD MISSION IN MIDDLE EAST NORTH AFRICA 

Musalaha, a faith-based organization in the Holy Land, specializes in peacemaking and reconciliation. With 
decades of experience as peacemakers in their own context, Musalaha has created a curriculum on             
reconciliation that they are excited to share through an online learning initiative. Join us in our efforts to be 
proclaimers of Jesus’s message of peace and reconciliation by partnering with Musalaha to develop this 
online resource for optimal global impact. 
 

Strengthening Anti-Human Trafficking Networks in Europe 

FRIENDS OF WORLD MISSION IN EUROPE 

Transnational migration exploded in the wake of the refugee crisis of 2015. Globally the number of persons 
trafficked, particularly for sexual exploitation, has risen exponentially in the past decade. 

Serve Globally personnel in Europe have the privilege of working with local faith-based organizations that 
reach out to and care for commercially sexually exploited individuals who circulate throughout the region. In 
the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and its social restrictions, our personnel and partners (Alliance de       
L’Espérance) have experienced discouragement, reduced activities, and threats of closure. Strengthening 
their support network is critical for them to continue caring for commercially sexually exploited individuals, 
bearing witness to the love of Jesus.  
 

Empowering Local Communities in South Africa 

FRIENDS OF WORLD MISSION IN AFRICA 

Abject poverty in the targeted communities in South Africa results from apartheid, male dominance                    
perpetuated by cultural norms, and the impact of HIV and AIDS, which has claimed productivity of                   
breadwinners and too many lives. Since 2015, Zimele Wethu has responded to the crisis by inviting members 
in the widespread community development initiatives and Self-Help Groups that are transforming local             
populations for Christ. The Self-Help Groups are a proven, sustainable model, consisting mostly of women 
who meet regularly. Participants voice their opinions on matters affecting them and their communities. They 
build vision for communal development goals and become agents of their own change. Community                        
development initiatives provide sustainable income-generating opportunities that recognize their members 
as full humans, created with abilities and gifts to bring about desired changes in their life both individually 
and collectively.  

(Taken from the FOWM tab of the Serve Globally page of covchurch.org which you can visit for more information)  

 



 9 

LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT    

The Leadership team met in March for our monthly meeting. This was  more of an 
update and report meeting as there were no major action items  for consideration. 
However we are continuing to follow up on our B.L.E.S.S.  discussions and are            
reviewing options for another book for the LT to read and be a part of our monthly 
meeting. We found this to be a very worthwhile part of our meeting time together. 
Other items for discussion included:  
 

 The One in a Hundred camp will again be using our building for their summer 
camp activities. The activity will be similar to past camps, starting the third week in 
June and running through July. We have also  received a request from the YMCA 
to use the basement area (youth  room) for part of the day for their summer camp. 
Our primary commitment is to One in a Hundred but the two camps have worked 
out  an arrangement where limited access by the Y camp can be  accommodated. 
We would also note that One in a Hundred also utilizes the Y facility during the 
summer.  

 

 Pastor Jose has been in discussion with Pastor Kim from the Sarang Church 
about the possibility of having a combined service sometime around Pentecost 
Sunday. We would also like to host the Sarang Church for lunch to reciprocate 
for the wonderful lunch they provided for us last fall. Details are being worked 
out—be on the look out for  more information.  

 

 Next year-2024, will be the 60th anniversary of our church. There was  discussion 
about if there should be any special recognition of this  milestone. We determined 
that it warranted some celebration, such a  designated “Anniversary Sunday”  
perhaps with a guest speaker but not the extended celebration we had for our 
50th anniversary. More to come.  

 

 The Covenant Annual Meeting (Gather 23) will be held June 30-July 1. If  you 
have any interest in serving as a delegate (virtually) please let Pastor Jose or  
David Dwight know.  

 
 Pastor Jose and Rachel are preparing for Holy Week. Please plan on  joining 

us as we celebrate Easter together with our church family. 
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Lead Pastor, José González 

 joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Director of Music & Family Ministries, Rachel Johnson 

   music.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

   youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Melissa O’Hara 

 moharanbcc@gmail.com  

Office Manager, Kathleen Heller 

   northbrook.covenant@gmail.com 

Pianist, Vera Vasilenko 

 

 

 

Northbrook Covenant Church 

2737 Techny Road 

Northbrook, IL 60062 

847-272-8270 

www. Northbrookcovenant.org 

Worship with us! 

Sundays at 10:30am 

For Virtual Worship Visit us online at northbrookcovenant.org 

We exist to glorify God  
–  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –  

by becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ  

and inviting others to join us.  


