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4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich
in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have
been saved. (Ephesians 2:4-5)
These verses summarize the reality behind our identity
as Christians. This is a reality we will meditate upon as
we recall the work of Jesus on the cross on Maundy
Thursday, and celebrate his resurrection on Easter
Sunday (April 17th) this month. These events tell us
who we are, which these verses describe so
wonderfully–loved by a merciful God, alive in Christ, and
saved by grace. As the core of our identities in Christ,
these realities shape all we are and do in life. Every
deed, every thought, every word is done in the context
of being loved, made alive, and saved by our wonderful
and merciful God through the work of his son. It is from
this reality that we seek to serve him as we follow the
Lord Jesus Christ. As it says later in verse 10, God
created us in Christ Jesus to do the good works he’s
already prepared for us to do.
In addition to the reflections of Maundy Thursday and
the celebration of Easter Sunday, we’ll have additional
opportunities to enjoy and live out our identities in
fellowship and service. Life Together will host a game
night at the beginning of the month and our Children’s
Ministry invites all to join them in serving those in need
at Feed My Starving Children at the end of the month.
Whether these spaces or others, keep your eyes open
for how God is leading you to live out your identity as his
beloved child.

Pastor José
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Tuesday Night Men's Group Meeting the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month, we'll
be continuing our study on the life of David.
Feed My Starving Children- Our children’s ministry is hosting a packing event at
Feed My Starving Children in Libertyville on April 30th from 9 a.m. until 10:45 a.m.
and would like to invite you to attend. We plan to each lunch together afterwards at
the Culver’s across the street. A sign-up sheet is on the Welcome Center so we can
determine how many people would like to attend or you can contact Melissa O’Hara at
moharanbcc@gmail.com. For more information on FMSC visit their website at
fmsc.org.
CLON Chat– This month’s chat will be held on Tuesday April 12th at 2:30 p.m. Join
us for a time of fellowship and prayer.
Easter Flowers– Help us beatify the sanctuary on Easter Sunday by ordering a lily,
tulip or daffodil plant in honor of or in memory of a loved one. The cost is $11 per plant
and the deadline to order is April 3rd. Mail in orders must be received by Thursday,
April 7th. Forms have been included in the bulletin & can be emailed to you upon
request. Email the office at northbrook.covenant@gmail.com
Holy Week Services– Please join us for worship as we celebrate the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ at the following services: April10th 10:30 a.m.
Palm Sunday, April 14th 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service, April 17th 10:30
a.m. Easter Sunday. Join us in person or livestream via our Northbrook Covenant
Church YouTube channel or via our website at northbrookcovenant.org.
Service links will be emailed before each service. Contact the office at
northbrook.covenant@gmail.com if you need to be added to our email list.
Game Night Join us for a time of fun, fellowship, and healthy competition
Friday, April 8th at 6:30 p.m. at the church. Snacks will be provided.
Adult Sunday School- The first two Sundays in April Betty and Bob Olson will
continue Bible studies on the healings of Jesus. Plan to join us at 9:15.
April 3 - John 4:43-54 and Matthew 8:5-13 Healing from a Distance
April 10 - Mark 5:21-43 Healing from the Dead

April Birthdays:
29-José González
4-Jan Dwight
6– Zachary Sinople
10-Seth Swanson
15-Bonnie Stephens
16-Sean Smith
18-Mary Terzis
23-Annetta Swanson
26-Betty Olson
26-Ken Johnson 100 years!!

April Anniversaries:
26– Ed & Jennifer Joseph 24 years

Happy Anniversary
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April 2022
Sun
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6:30 pm Men’s
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2:30 pm CLON
Chat

Congregation
Reflection

7 pm Tenebrae
Service

9:15 Adult
Sun School
10:30 Worship
6 pm Sm. Grp
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9:15 Adult SS
10:30 Worship

6:30 p.m.
Game Night

6 pm Small
Group

10

11

9:15 Adult SS
10:30 Worship
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7 pm LT Meeting

6 pm Sm. Grp
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10:30 Worship

24
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19

20

6:30 pm Men’s
Group

Midweek
Devotion

26

27

9:15 Adult
Sun School
10:30 Worship
6 pm Sm. Grp

All church building activities and gatherings are limited to
10 or less and need to be approved by the church office.
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Ministry Update
Hello Families,
I hope you are doing well. I am excited to see winter slowly transition into
spring even if it does mean more rainy days ahead. Living in the Midwest has
taught me the beauty of seasons. The promise of spring reminds us that as we
walk with God, we walk towards and into his promises. As we look ahead to
Easter—a time in which we celebrated the resurrected Jesus—I have been
reflecting on my own life. Is there an area where the promises and new life of
Jesus have not fully seeped in? As we walk into the green and flowers of
spring, might we consider the ways that Jesus calls into new life.
Youth Ministry continues to have Youth Coffee Hour from 9:15 to 10:15 before
the service. This time is designed to be a space where students can come and
connected through Bible study, devotional time, and prayer practices. Please
reach out if you have any questions, I would love to connect.
Additionally, I have been working on creating a curriculum for Kid’s Sunday
School during the service using the Evangelical Covenant Church’s Justice
Journey for Kids. I am really excited to continue to use the curriculum in the
coming months.
Easter Week Devotionals: I will be putting together a Holy Week Guide for the
week of Easter. Printed copies will available in the Narthex on Sunday, April
10 and a PDF will be emailed out.
As we look forward to the life and beauty of spring, may God who loves us
dearly be leading us towards new paths and streams of life.
Peace be with you!
Kat Fredericks
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Northbrook Covenant Kids

Children and Family Ministry Update

He Is Risen
Highlights from March:

Our children had the opportunity to mentor to our littlest hearts this month. They
shared the story of Jesus Feeding the 5,000. A truly amazing story of Jesus' power!
Thanks for reading, kids!
We will be doing some "egg"citing activities as we head into Easter. Stay tuned for
next month's newsletter and pictures.
We are excited to go to Feed My Starving Children at the end of the month. There is
still space, please join us!!!

Looking Ahead
Please join the Children's Ministry Team on
Saturday April 30th from 9:00am-10:45am
for a wonderful opportunity to serve at Feed
My Starving Children. There will be a sign up
sheet at the welcome counter. Space is limited
so please be sure to sign up soon! We will
meet at Culver's across the street after packing
to share lunch together. We hope you'll join
us.
5

From Pastor Dawn, Director of Worship and Music:
Heavenly Father, empower us this Easter to tell the gospel story in word and song and deed, to testify to the
world your steadfast love and mercy and grace in our lives.
Lord Jesus Christ, empower us to announce the good news that you have sacrificed yourself for sinners, that
you have been raised from the dead, that you bring new life to us, and are exalted over all creation.
Holy Spirit, empower us to live in the light of gospel, declare its truth in our words and actions. Give us love
for you and love for one another. Amen
Scripture readings during Holy Week
Monday April 11: Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 36:5-11, Hebrews 9:11-15, John 12:1-11.
Tuesday April 12: Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 71:1-14, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, John 12:20-36
Wednesday April 13: Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 70, Hebrews 12:1-3, John 13:21-32
Maundy Thursday April 14: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14, Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26,
John 13:1-17, 31b-35.
Good Friday April 15: Isaiah 52:13-53:12, Psalm 22, Hebrews 10:16-25, Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9,
John 18:1-19:42.
Holy Saturday April 16: Job 14:1-14, Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16, 1 Peter 4:1-8, Matthew 27:57-66, John 19:38-42.
Contemporary songs to guide your worship during Holy Week:
Not I but through Christ in me; Living Hope; Who You Say I am; King of Kings;
Traditional hymns to guide your worship during Holy Week:
What wondrous love is this; Jesus Paid It All; Beneath the Cross of Jesus; Amazing Grace; When I Survey the
Wondrous Cross; Were you there.
If you are interested in joining the choir for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Easter, please let me know.
Rehearsals are immediately after our morning service April 3 and April 10. If you have any questions, please
reach out to Dawn at music.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Jesus Has Risen (Luke 24:1-12)
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went
to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body
of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like
lightning stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men
said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he
told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners,
be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” Then they remembered his words.
When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. But they
did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. Peter, however, got up and ran
to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to
himself what had happened.
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WOMEN MINISTRIES REPORT
"Connecting women...impacting the world" April 2022

-by Bonnie Stephens
wm.northbrookcov@gmail.com

Plant Sale is coming! – The annual plant sale will be held Friday May 13 and Saturday May 14!
We need to send in our order early this year (first of April). The deadline for pre-orders is
April 10. There are order forms available in the narthex. Pre-orders will be available for pick
up Friday May 13 from 9-2. If you have any questions please see Bonnie or Mary.
From CCO – This is from Carol at CCO: Eve just told me that one of the women on 2nd floor
cried twice....(she normally is a pretty hard person)......at Christmas, saying "this was the best
Christmas I've ever had", and just the other day when she got her birthday gift, saying, "no
one ever acknowledges my birthday". This is so encouraging, we don't always hear the sweet
reports. Eve and the other Case Workers are so busy! This month we're taking in 30 new
women. The hotel where they're staying at is closing, and some women need off of the street.
Kohl’s Cash - If you have Kohl’s cash that you are not going to use (or rewards cash) we can
use it! The certificates can be dropped off at the church in the Women Ministries wooden box
in the narthex or you can email the certificate number along with the PIN (or a copy of the bar
code) to Bonnie. The valid dates are helpful.
Continued needs for CCO – In addition to backpacks, duffle bags and small suitcases there is
a need for sheets and pillowcases (new or gently used). As we have some excellent sewers
we can also use fabric suitable to make pillowcases (approximately 1 yard). Bar soap has also
been requested. Donations may be dropped off at the church. They also need towels and
wash cloths.
Thank you to Chicago Wellesely Club – Through Northbrook Covenant Church Women
Ministries they selected CCO as their “drive” this year (took place January this year). They
collected quite a few much needed bath and bedding items to donate to CCO!
Respectfully submitted,
Bonnie Stephens

“Connecting women...impacting the world”
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WORLD MISSIONS
Missionary Update from Francisco and Stephanie Ramos Serving in France:
Dear friends,
This past week we chose light as the subject for our next series of teachings for artists, an important
creative and spiritual theme. We thank you for partnering and caring with us about bringing the light of
Christ to the people of France. We are so grateful for your presence in our lives and ministry.
We are thankful that there was little interruption to the activities of our art space during this last wave of
Covid. We continued hosting exhibitions every two weeks, welcomed theater groups, including a lovely
group of youth from Amnesty International. Our hope of holding art classes also came to pass, providing a
place of contact and connection when many had become accustomed to isolating.
In January we hosted a collective exhibition around the
theme of Aporia. This was La Fonderie's second collaborative
event with the group ImagoDei, bringing artists together
around a subject of faith. Here, it was a look at the life-giving
path faith can lead us on when we are without solutions or in
experiences we cannot make sense of.
A major accomplishment for our team was to have finished our two-year
grant project: Sharing Good News through the Arts in France. It allowed us
to invest in the talents of young artists to develop the ministry of the art
space for future years. By God's grace, and despite the challenges of Covid,
we were able to: deepen our presence in our local district and the larger art
networks of Paris, train younger artists and new team members in curating
and the running of the space, provide spiritual care and resources, and
develop in the area of communications.
Through this project and the new people the Lord has brought to work with us, we are now able to move
out of our responsibilities of running the space to focus on the needs of our Christian artist community
which has grown through our online presence. What a blessing and answer to prayer to see this work go
forward in its call among artists in Paris; to have new help so dedicated to the Lord and the people we
serve. Thank you for your prayers, gifts, and encouragement that have made this possible.
Prayer requests:
Home Assignment : In July we will return to the States for our one-year Home Assignment. Please pray for
good transition over the months ahead and for God's grace over the details involved in relocating; also for
housing and vehicle needs.
Online teachings : We have a growing number of French-speaking artists from other countries following
our online teachings. Pray for this new series on the subject of light, for the selection of teachers who will
participate with us and that the series would be spiritually edifying and artistically inspiring.
Francisco : For his exhibition "Reflections", April 7 - 22, held together with a Brazilian artist, Kinkas; for
God's blessing on this project and the conversations with the public who will visit.
Stephanie : Strength and wisdom for ministry in spiritual direction.
Family needs : For our twin nephews Adam and Eric; discernment and provision for their medical needs
and care.
"Ce qui brûle brille" (What burns
shines) is one of the latest works in a
In Christ,
series that uses dissected note cards
Francisco and Stephanie
from my doctoral thesis. (Peter M.,
Abidjan, Ivory Coast)
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LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT

The Leadership Team met on March 16th for our monthly meeting. We
are continuing to host “Church Chats” with the Pastor and LT. We
would like to see these sessions continue through the Spring, possibly in
smaller, informal settings. It is important to us that we hear from you,
our church family. You are encouraged to participate in anyway you can
and if it is not possible or convenient for you to be a part of the
scheduled session please seek one of us out so we can hear from you.
Other areas of discussion included:


The LT will be going through the book: B.L.E.S.S. by Dave and John
Fergusson, together. It will serve as a study and discussion guide as we
look to develop and build relationships outside our church family and
building.



We are still open to additional delegates for the Central Conference
Annual Meeting, April 22-23 and the ECC Annual Meeting June 24-25.
It is possible to attend the ECC meeting virtually so if you are
interested or want more information please contact Pastor Jose or
David Dwight.



We are in discussion with another church as they are interested in
renting space at for worship and other church activity. It is still early
in the process but initial response is that there is potential.



The roof over the Fellowship Center is in need of replacement. This
has been on the radar screen for a number of years and this past winter
has highlighted that we can no longer delay this reality. The Properties
Team is working with a local contractor to firm up costs for the work.



Pastor Jose and Pastor Dawn are planning a meaningful Lenten/Easter
worship series. We look forward to your joining with us during this
Easter Season.
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Worship with us!
Sundays at 10:30am

For Virtual Worship Visit us online at northbrookcovenant.org
We exist to glorify God
– Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –
by becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ
and inviting others to join us.

Lead Pastor, José González
joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Director of Youth Ministries, Katherine Fredericks
youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Director of Music Ministries, Dawn Holt Lauber
music.northbrookcov@gmail.com
Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Melissa O’Hara
moharanbcc@gmail.com
Office Manager, Kathleen Heller
northbrook.covenant@gmail.com
Pianist, Vera Vasilenko

Northbrook Covenant Church
2737 Techny Road
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-272-8270
www. Northbrookcovenant.org
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