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From the Pastor’s Pen… 

 
“You have searched me, Lord, 
    and you know me. 
You know when I sit and when I rise; 
    you perceive my thoughts from afar.” --Psalm 139:1-2 
 
For many the lull of July carries into August. For others it 
is a month that ramps up for the upcoming school year 
and the normal rhythm of activities again. Still others 
see a little bit of both. Whatever this month brings for 
you, whether you “sit” in relaxation, or “rise” to the bustle 
of preparation for what’s ahead, God is familiar with the 
details and knows our needs. The resounding           
recognition of the above verses is that God knows us no 
matter our state. Some of the rest of the psalm is an  
encouragement to know God as well. 
 
This month August still has plenty of room for rest while 
some regular activities resume. Whether you add things 
to your calendar or not for this month there is always a 
temptation to go about our sitting or rising, our coming 
and going, with God simply in the background. But he is 
present in it all. As followers of Jesus we follow a Lord 
who experienced these rhythms himself. More so, he 
sees it all and he knows our thoughts, whether the 
stress of upcoming details, or the relief of space and 
rest from the usual grind, our Lord invites us to bring 
him into all of it.  
 
Whatever you find yourself doing or not, let it be with our 
Lord as we seek to make him central to our lives. 
Whether you sit or rise, or come and go, may it be with 
him.     
 

Pastor José 
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Ladies Summer Coffee– All women of the church are invited to gather for a 
time of fellowship, sharing a summer memory, a devotion, prayer and             
refreshments on August 18 at 9:15 a.m. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall. A  
bus from CLON will be available. Be ready for the bus at 9:00 a.m.   

  

Watering Help Needed– There are some new Yew bushes planted by the cross. 
They need to be watered every three days. If you are available to help water during 
the month of August please contact Grant Erickson at gbev@icloud.com and let him 
know what days you are available. 

 

CLON Chat  will be held this month on Tuesday August 10th at 3 p.m. in the South       
Village Room. Join us for a time to pray for and discuss whatever is on people’s hearts   
concerning life, faith, and our church. While primarily directed toward our congregation at 
Covenant Living, visitors and curious friends are very welcome. 

QnA on Hosting a New Church 
Through the summer we’ve invited you to send your ideas, questions, and concerns 
regarding our church sharing our facility and sanctuary with New Vision Covenant 
Church for worship on Sunday morning. On August 15th we’ll have a brief in-person 
question and answer session immediately following the service and explain in more 
detail what this scenario could look like on Sunday morning. You can also continue to 
email your thoughts and questions to Pastor José, David Dwight, and Grant Erickson. 
A summary of the details will be emailed to the congregation soon. If you do not      
receive congregational emails you can contact the office for a summary of the details 
at northbrook.covenant@gmail.com or by calling the office at 847-272-8270 
 
 

 

30– Laurie Johnson 

30-Dory Schonken 

August Anniversaries: 

17– Ron & Anneta Swanson   53 years 

24– Charlie & Debbie Poterek 47 years 

26– Eric & Renee Johnson      26 years 

August Birthdays: 

1– Donna Frownfelter 

1--  Karen Carlson 

7– Debbie Poterek 

10– Anneliese Bucher 

19– Anna Carlson 

20– James Williams 

21– Melissa O’Hara 

23– Bob Olson 

23– Ena Zurad 

 

Happy Anniversary 

mailto:northbrook.covenant@gmail.com
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 August  2021 

All church building activities and gatherings need to be  
approved by the church office. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10:30 Worship 

 

  

 2 
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Midweek  

Devotion 

 

 

  

5 

 
 

  

6 
 

 

  

7 
  

8 

10:30 Worship 

  

 

 

 
 

                       

9 
 

 

 

  
 

 

10 

3 pm  CLON 

Chat 
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Midweek  

Devotion 

 

12 

 

 

  

13 
 

 

  

14 
 

 

  

15 

10:30 Worship 

  

 
 

  

  
 

16 
 

  

17  

 

 

  

18 

Congregation 

Reflection 

 

9:15  Ladies   

Summer     

Coffee          
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22 
10:30 Worship 
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24 
  
 

 

 

 

25 
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Devotion 

 

7 pm LT Mtg 

26 
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10:30 Worship  
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31 
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Ministry Update 
 
Summer Debrief Devotion 

(You can read this with your students or encourage them to spend a few minutes reflecting on their own). 

 

As July comes to an end, I can’t help but feel like the summer is almost over. The mix of sadness over     

summer slipping away combined with a readiness to get back into my normal rhythm. Does it feel that way 

for you? Sometimes life can hold us between looking back with mixed feelings and looking ahead with fear 

and nervousness. When that happens, it sometimes gets harder and harder to enjoy the present, the here and 

now. 

 

I think that there is an invitation in these last days of summer to use these moments to celebrate and give 

thanks for the wonderful moments we’ve enjoyed this summer and also to look ahead and consider what  

Jesus might be calling us into. 

 

Questions for reflection:  

Spend a moment in prayer, journaling, or talking with your family, considering the following questions:  

 

What did you enjoy this summer and what do you want to celebrate or give thanks for? 

 

What’s something that you learned in the past two months? 

 

Looking ahead, what might Jesus be calling you into this school year? It doesn’t have to be something big. 

Often Jesus calls us to into normal things, like being an encourager to our friends, spending a few moments 

in prayer throughout the week, or having a little bit of joy in our chores. 

 

Closing Scripture: 

 

In Ephesians, Paul writes, “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through 

his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, 

being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how 

wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that 

you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:16-19). As we enjoy the last days of    

summer and prepare for the school year, might each of us remember that Jesus is with us, walking each    

moment beside us.  

 

Peace be with you! 

Blessings, 

  

Katherine "Kat" Fredericks 

Director of Youth Ministries 
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Northbrook Covenant Kids 
Children and Family Ministry Update  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Check Out Our Covenant Harbor Campers 

It certainly appears that our children are having a blast learning about          
Jesus and growing in their spiritual journey.                                                                  

We can't wait for them to share what they did! 
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WORSHIP - August 2021 

From our Director of Music Ministries, Dawn Holt Lauber  

I am thankful for all of our singers and instrumentalists who help lead worship each Sunday 

– and all of those that serve in our sound booth too! It was wonderful to have Dr. Dennis  

Edwards join the worship team on saxophone and flute the last Sunday in June. As always, 

our worship music this month will combine both beloved hymns from our Covenant Hymnal 

and contemporary praise songs. Come Thou Fount, God of Grace and God of Glory,       

Rejoice the Lord is King, and My Hope is Built on Nothing Less – will join contemporary 

tunes like 10,000 Reasons, Goodness of God, Graves into Gardens, and Living Hope. I   

invite you to meditate on our passages from Philippians and Colossians that will form our 

call to worship during the month of August: 

August 1, Philippians 4:8-9 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about 
such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me or seen in me—put it into 
practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 
 

August 8, Philippians 4:4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!
 
Let your gentleness be evident to all. The 

Lord is near.
 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all              
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

August 15, Colossians 1:3-6 

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we have 
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people— the faith and love 
that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in 
the true message of the gospel that has come to you. 
 

August 22, Colossians 1:9-12 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We      
continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and                
understanding that the Spirit gives,

 
so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in 

every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened 
with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and             
patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you

 
to share in the inheritance of 

his holy people in the kingdom of light. 
 

August 29, Colossians 1:15-20 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him 
all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was 
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
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                  WOMEN MINISTRIES REPORT 

August 2021 

 

Plant Sale! – As part of our continued support of CCO Women Ministries will be donating $300 from 
the plant sale to help kids from CCO go to Harbor Point camp this summer.  This will be funded 
through the Barnabas Project. 

Flower TLC – If you would like to help out this summer with flower maintenance (watering and 
weeding) we would love to have some helping hands.  If you would like to help out please let Bonnie 
or Mary Lynn know. 

It’s back! –  The summer Wednesday morning gatherings will resume this year.  9 women attended 
the July meeting July 21st.  The remaining date is and August 18.  It is a time of fellowship, treats, 
time to become better acquainted with each other and a time of prayer and devotion. All women are 
invited.  The group meets at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall at the church.  All women are invited to 
attend. 

Fall Fellowship  – The annual retreat at Covenant Harbor will be held September 10-12.  More      in-
formation available on line on the Covenant Harbor website.  If interested see Bonnie or Mary Lynn. 

Christmas is Coming – We will continue the tradition of providing “grab bags” for Christmas for the 
residents at CCO.  The grab bag includes a bath towel, wash cloths and other toiletries.  With careful 
shopping we have purchased much of the items (now we just need to raise the funds for it!) that we 
will need.  However we are in need of bath towels (waiting for a good sale on them).  If you would 
like to support this outreach we are accepting monetary donations for the cause.  Checks should be 
made out to Women Ministries and placed in the  Women Ministries wooden box near the basket in 
the narthex.  Thanks for your continued support. 

A note from Carol – One of Carol’s many duties at CCO is to remember the birthday of the adults.  
She makes sure that no one is forgotten.  She provides gifts for all.  We have provided many of the 
gifts.  Carol uses the hand made tote bags provided by NBCC as the gift wrap.   Recently I received 
the following from Carol: 

I've been meaning to tell you Bonnie, Mary and all those that contribute to the cause, birthday giving.... even though I 
don't always hear responses when I give the birthday gifts, they are well received.  One day recently, a caseworker 
brought a lady into the office, a lady with 4 or 5 kids, Ashley I believe is her name. Ashley was so happy with the body 
wash that was in her birthday, beautifully sewn bag. It was exactly the brand and scent she was almost out of, what she 
loved and used. Who would have known, other than God? A kiss from God I call it.  The ladies are always so          
grateful,  and have often said that they loved everything.  So thank you all, so much! The birthdays go on, and for the 
hard working workers, some homeless, and some volunteers from JPUSA also.   
Have a great weekend!!! Thank you, and God bless!!   Carol 
 

Cornerstone Needs – Small flashlights and coffee mugs are always needed for Cornerstone.  The 
mugs can be new or used.  As part of CCO’s birthday outreach, cards are also needed.  Blank note 
cards are also put to good use by turning them into birthday cards. All types of cards (get well, 
friendship, etc.) can be used.  If you have extra cards they can be dropped off at the church in the 
basket provided on the welcome center.  All greeting and Christmas cards are needed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bonnie Stephens 
 

-by Bonnie Stephens 

wm.northbrookcov@gmail.com  
 “Connecting women...impacting the world” 
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WORLD MISSIONS 

What's new at 

Covenant Harbor? 
 

Members of the program team share their reflections 
 

Summer camp 2021 is closer to the end than the beginning. With only two and a half more weeks of programming, we 
are reflecting on the goodness of God throughout this season. Every year, our goal is to simply love kids and share    
Jesus. From the silly games, banana boat rides and taco Tuesdays to cabin devos, session messages, and the songs 
we sing, we center all we do with that in mind.  
 

This week we spoke with a few of our summer program team members about their experiences at camp this summer. 
God is doing incredible things in the lives of campers, and our program team is seeing a lot of those stories first hand. 
Here are a few of their stories.  

‘Creativity and enthusiasm’ 
“By God’s grace, we have been able to run camp well and also effectively communicate the message of the gospel to 
the campers. I’ve seen God show up in the creativity of the program and the enthusiasm of the counselors. These things 
are so important for getting kids engaged and helping them feel welcome at camp. God has been providing for our needs 
and has guided us creatively so that we may communicate his word to these kids!” 
Emily Anderson, Pier 30 Program Team 

‘Pursuing God’ 
“I've seen God show up in some really cool ways this summer! One week we had a camper who let us know that he had 
given up on God because of some tragic things that had happened at his school. He believed something was out there, 
but just wasn't sure it was God. However, throughout the week, we got to see this camper wrestle through big theological 
questions, seek to understand Scripture and search for God in the midst of life's hardships. It was incredible to see this 
camper pursuing God at such a pivotal moment in his life and in his faith.”  
Carista Ritchie, Alpha Counselor 

‘25 kids...begged for a Bible’ 
“I love the moments I get to share Jesus with the kids. This summer I was able to share a message with a few of the Day 
Camp kids. I told the campers about Jesus and how the Bible is a letter written for them. At the end, I offered Bibles to 
any kid who didn't have one. Immediately there was an uproar! Almost all 25 kids turned to their counselor and begged 
for a Bible. We gave out so many Bibles that day!”  
Suzannah Praytor, Kishwauketoe Program Team 

‘They sing out to God’ 
“My favorite time of every single day is worship. Throughout each day, we get to do lots of camp songs that are often 
silly, goofy, and funny. But at the end of every day, when we get to strip the walls down and have simple worship with 
our Heavenly Father, that’s when God really shows how much work he’s doing in these kids’ lives. They sing out to God 
with passion, as do I. Praising God through music is my favorite thing to do.” 
Hunter Johnson, Pier 30 Program Team 

‘God and camp impacted their lives’ 
“I have seen God work this summer in many ways. In 2019 I was an overnight counselor and many times we are just 
planting God's seeds and we don't get to see them grow or know what happened to the campers that we had. However, 
this year as an Alpha counselor I've seen many of my old campers come through this program. It's been incredible to 
see how God and camp have impacted their lives.” 
Kylie Hosick, Alpha Counselor 

Join us in thanking God for all the ways campers are experiencing the Good News through relationships with Jesus this 

summer and all the ways staff are being encouraged, as well.  

 

“After camp, I will be a better living example of God’s handiwork. I will live my life in a way that reflects Jesus.”    Summer 

Camper 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT 

 

As is typically our practice, the Leadership Team did not meet in July as many of 
us have been traveling or out of town.  However a number of activities continue 
even as we are starting planning for the Fall.  The following is a summary: 

 Discussion with New Vision Covenant Church on the potential of their using our 
church facilities has continued.  Their leadership has visited on a number of     
occasions and have met with Pastor Jose and Pastor Dawn.  New Vision is larger, 
more active congregation than past rentals so we want to make sure there is a 
clear understanding of logistics and facility usage.  Before making a final decision 
we will provide our members with a summary of the requested usage to allow for 
any additional questions or comments.   

 We continue to celebrate with Pastor Jose and Pastor Dawn their recent         
Covenant Ordination.  Following the worship service on September 12th there 
will be a reception to recognition and honor Jose and Dawn on this ministry 
milestone.  As this is the first Sunday of our fall season this will also serve as a 
time to reconnect with our church family after being away for the summer. 

 The One in a Hundred has completed their camp for the summer.  It is a good   
experience for them and a positive use of our facility in what is usually a slow 
time of the year.  We anticipate they will again request to rent our facility next 
year. 

 We want to recognize and thank Bonne Stephens and Mary Lynn Dornfeld for all 
their work as they attend and care for the flowers and planting around the 
church building.  It is always a joy to see how beautiful and attractive the flowers 
are. 

 The Leadership Team meets on August 25th.  Please do not hesitate to contact 
any of us if you have any questions, comments, concerns that you would like to 
communicate. 
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Lead Pastor, José González 

 joseg.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Director of Music Ministries, Dawn Holt Lauber 

   music.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Director of Youth Ministries, Katherine Fredericks   

   youth.northbrookcov@gmail.com 

Children’s Ministries Coordinator, Melissa O’Hara 

 moharanbcc@gmail.com  

Office Manager, Kathleen Heller 

   northbrook.covenant@gmail.com 

Pianist, Vera Vasilenko 

 

 

 

Northbrook Covenant Church 

2737 Techny Road 

Northbrook, IL 60062 

847-272-8270 

www. Northbrookcovenant.org 

Worship with us! 

Sundays at 10:30am 

For Virtual Worship Visit us online at northbrookcovenant.org 

We exist to glorify God  
–  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –  

by becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ  

and inviting others to join us.  


