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Not All Who Wander Are Lost
By Debbie Hambley
Louisiana natives Gail and Walter Hobgood met at an LSU
pledge exchange while in college. They were married in 1971, and
their family now includes three adult children (two girls, one boy) and
seven grandchildren. They recently attended a family reunion/vacation
since the group is spread over Georgia, Mississippi, Missouri, and Virginia. That is all part of a divine plan for the Hobgoods who love family and travel.
The Louisiana State University students have now been married
for 47 years. Those years have been filled with fascinating treks (not
always brief) that included residences in Honolulu, Singapore, and
Australia. Those adventures made for an extremely close partnership
between the two and a strong bond with their children. The educational
aspect of the expeditions made their family enterprising and courageous. The globe also served as a backdrop for their ever-expanding
faith and spiritual journey.
Walter’s first “call” to the priesthood came when he was a shy 16-year old at his home church in
what is now known as Innis, Louisiana. It is only in hindsight that the plan is revealed as an oblivious Walter was asked to read Morning Prayer, and after agreeing with typical reluctance for his age, was also asked
to read the typed sermon.
For many following years, Walter was involved in church leadership positions as a layreader, LEM,
Vestry member, Senior Warden, etc. That pattern repeated itself overseas. Then just as he felt the call and
inquired to discuss it with the Bishop, he was offered a job and they moved to Valdosta. The call was put on
hold for another three years.
After running a multi-national business for years and opening his own business, the pull toward the
Church had never subsided. Walter met with the Bishop at the time, Henry Louttit. Bishop Louttit instructed
him to complete EFM, and go to Sewanee for four summers. After meeting with the convocational discernment committee at St. Paul’s in Albany, he enrolled at Sewanee and now laughs that it took him seven or
eight years, attending only in Summers, to complete the program.
Remember that Gail and Walter were raising a family and their kids were getting married. He had
family commitments that were equally important. Walter was also still working full time. Again, we are reminded that only the solid foundation between Gail and Walter made this dream attainable. They always
function as a team.

After Walter dusted off his retired term-paper skills, he headed to Theology class. This was indeed a
different path for the gentleman with a Masters degree in Agricultural Economics and a background in business. But Gail and Walter have always followed the path less followed. (A serendipitous note – Jim Bullion
was an examining Chaplain in the Diocese of Georgia).
continued on page 2
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Following his time at Sewanee, Walter met with the Commission on Ministry and Standing Committee of the
Diocese of Georgia. Years prior, Walter had been on the search committee that selected Bishop Scott
Benhase. As the divine plan unveiled itself, it was of course Bishop Benhase that would determine Walter’s
direction as a Priest.
Bishop Benhase took Gail and Walter into the hall and said that he had a unique and challenging
appointment for them. He wanted Walter to lead a leadership program for the Diocese of Georgia. It sounded
right to both of them. They were both excited and ready to meet the challenge. It was wonderful knowing
what Walter would be doing once he was ordained.
You guessed it. Three months after his ordination, Walter was asked to be the Priest in Charge at St.
Margaret of Scotland in Moultrie, a “temporary” position which lasted over five years, in addition to his
duties as Director of Leadership Ministries.

He is now heading the highly acclaimed Leadership Program consisting of four major areas:
CDI- Church Development Institute.
Emotional Intelligence Workshop
Conflict Management Workshop
Clergy Coaching
Our Diocese is the only one with all four facets of this program in place. This program also moderates/plans
Vestry Retreats and training for leadership for individual churches.
Gail and Walter have lived in Valdosta, Ga., for 20 years, and are members of Christ Episcopal
Church. He plays golf and she makes custom greeting cards when they have a moment to relax. Gail also
serves on the Valdosta Symphony Board of Directors and the Lowndes County Art Commission. They also
watch and cheer for the New Orleans Saints and the LSU Tigers (and any SEC team that is playing someone
outside of the SEC).
They have navigated the miles from Louisiana to Missouri and Georgia with a few stops across the
pond. Every step taken was together – hand in hand. He describes her as “my best friend”. She describes him
as “her everything”. Regardless of their next assignment or voyage together; they will never be lost.

Father Hobgood’s childhood church
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From the Rector
Dear Friends in Christ:
Since July 8th, my first Sunday at St. Paul’s, I have had the opportunity to meet with a
some of you about the history and recent changes at St. Paul’s. These conversations
have been fruitful and informative and have shaped my thoughts about the future. I
hope that you will continue to meet with me and share what St. Paul’s means to you.
If I had one word to describe my feelings about the future of St. Paul’s it would be “encouraged”. Why encourage?

You have experienced God’s Love and Grace and shared that with each other during a difficult time. This is a
foundation you can build on. It is a gift that people look for when they are searching for a new church home.
Newcomers and even us old timers want great liturgy, good music, meaningful and sometime entertaining
preaching and the opportunity to grow spiritually. Yet, most of all we want to be fed and we are fed by the
Love and Grace of God that we experience in each other.
You are stepping up to the plate, so to speak. You are putting energy and action into the things you are talking about. You are seeking to build something special and you are willing to try new things along the way
(this is OK). You will learn and grow from the things you try even when they that don’t work as well as you
hoped for.

My prayer for you is that you will continue to: open your hearts and minds for where God is leading you; be
patient in this process and with each other; and extend God’s Grace and Love to everyone.
Gail and I have experienced the Love and Grace that exists among the members of the congregation and you
have readily shared this with us. Our thanks and love go out to all of you.
Blessings,
Walter+
September and October Fellowship

“Calling All Flower Children”!!
By Paula McComb

The September Fellowship event will be the Stewardship Dinner on September 20. October plans have
not been finalized but might include Oktoberfest and/
or a children’s Halloween Party.

If you would like to join the Flower Ministry,
we would love to have you. Our “flower children” arrange and deliver to anyone in need of
a visit or a cheerful bouquet. If you would like
to know more, please call the
church office or ask Molly Swan,
Paula McComb, or Christy Brown.
Please consider this most rewarding
ministry which was begun by Deacon Jim Purks. Participation can be
weekly or monthly depending on
your schedule. No experience needed!!

Altar Guild
By Paula McComb
If you have a couple of hours a month to donate,
Altar Guild would love to have you. We are
especially in need of help with the 8:00 am service
and the 6:00 pm services. Altar Guild is a great way
to learn more about the Episcopal Church customs
and traditions. If you think you might be interested,
please ask Paula McComb or Mari Wright or any
Altar Guild member. Altar Guild is an “Equal
Opportunity Employer”! Men are welcome to join.
Please consider this most important and meaningful
ministry.
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ST. PAUL’S EPISCO—CHICKS

Yardbirds

By Bill Swan

September 6, 2018, 6:00 pm

The Yardbirds – our St. Paul’s gardeners and special caretakers of our Lucy
Walters Memorial Garden met in the garden Saturday morning, July 28th, to do
pruning and maintenance chores. A special
thank you goes out to Christy and Roy
Brown and Helen and Sidney Bush for
pressure washing the patio. And, also, to
Cullen Richardson (our pruner-in-chief)
and his main assistant, Tim Wesselman, for
their work in shaping the shrubbery.

At the home of Debbie Godwin, 2313
MacGregor Ct.. Men are invited!!!

Feed My Sheep
76 boxes were handed out in August and no food
was left over!! Come and support this important
ministry September 15!!

St. Paul’s is especially fortunate to
have its very own garden of quiet and solitude right in the midst of our busy downtown. Please take time to walk the garden
and rest awhile on one of the several
benches. And, please join this special ministry. Please let the church office know of
your interest at 436-0196, or let anyone
mentioned above, or Bill Swan, Jim Sheffield, Angie Barber, Carol Fullerton,
Tracey Woodcock, Mike McComb or Lois
Hunkele know of your interest. This year
has been especially challenging for the
keepers of the grounds and the Yardbirds.
Almost daily rain showers have been a
blessing after a year of dry summers, but
the downside has been lawns needing extra
care. Mike McComb and Sidney Bush have
come to the rescue with their
lawn mowers and
edgers on several
occasions

SAVE THE DATE!!!

Our goal
for the Lucy Walters Memorial
Garden is to provide a quiet place
of beauty for our
St. Paul’s family
and our downtown community.
A place to simply be still, to experience
God in quiet mediation in the midst of the
busy-ness of our lives.

The Stewardship Committee would
like you to save the evening of
Thursday,
September 20th!
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A big thank you to the Fellowship Committee for the Back Pack Sunday, the Church Picnic, the Waterslide and
the Ice Cream Sundaes!!!

Cursillo

By Molly Swan
Many of you have heard the word "Cursillo" mentioned at church and on Diocesan websites and wondered to yourselves, What exactly is Cursillo??? The
actual word means in Spanish, " Short Course", It is a three day weekend
called a Short Course in Christianity. It has been active for approximately
60 years, beginning in the Catholic Church. The Episcopalians followed the
Catholics, had great success and then we helped the Methodists to follow suit
with their version called Walk To Emmaus that is still ongoing! All of it is
centered around a three day weekend retreat that begins on Thursday evening
and ends on Sunday afternoon, Our Diocese location for Cursillo is at our beloved Camp Honey Creek in Waverly, Ga that has a chapel that is one of the
holiest places one could ever imagine that overlooks the marshes. The whole
weekend is one of feeling the love of Christ in a very uplifting, meaningful
way. There is excellent teaching led by laity and clergy, great music led
by outstanding musicians, inspiration felt in the services in the chapel
and experiencing Joy in a way that can touch your lives deeply. There
have been over 50 people at St Pauls who have been a part of this weekend. lf you have an interest in going, please talk to some of us who have
been involved in it. We would love to share with you how it works and
to sponsor you as a part of your Spiritual Journey. Some who have attended are Pam and Jay Reynolds, Paula and Mike McComb, Christy
and Roy Brown, Honey Bolton, and many others. Life can take on a
whole new perspective after one's Cursillo, and I strongly encourage you
to consider attending. The next one coming up is October 11-14. You
will never regret taking this step to deepen your faith!
5

August Memorials

September Birthdays
September 1 Brinson Phillips
3 Christy Brown
6 Sue Fletcher
Frank White
Leigh Brooks
7 Jay Reynolds
9 Lucia Ramsey
10 IliSi Malone
13 Stephen Felmet
Jean Lamb
15 Charles Godwin
17 Mandy Swan
19 Lois Hunkele
21 Hilsman Hendley
Margaret Wilson
22 Virginia Gray
23 Jessica Rutledge
24 Barbara Bell
26 Michael Golden
Fred Sharpe
27 Ann Lynch
29 Puddin Bass

Kay Strom
Hank & Susan Scrudder

Patricia Manny

Molly & Bill Swan
Rick & Jackie Theidel

Social Media Sunday
Sunday, September 30, 2018 is Social Media Sunday! You are encouraged to take selfies at church
and post them on your personal Facebook page or
Instagram page. Tag Saint Paul’s as your location. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Albany, GA on
Facebook and @stpaulalb on Instagram. “Check
in“ on Facebook not just this particular Sunday but
all the time. Check in for services, activities or
meetings. Tag yourself in our church Facebook
photos. Like our page. Follow our posts. Follow our
church Instagram page. Engage in social media and
participate in digital evangelism. Promote our
church and our message through these widely used
resources. Use the hashtags
#SMS2018 #digitalevangelism #saintpaulsepiscop
alchurchalbanyga
Get in the habit today and enjoy Social Media Sunday !

September Anniversaries
September 4
8
9
11
20

Trudie Wright

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson T. Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Sharpe
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Holman, II
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wehner, Jr.
Mr.and Mrs. Heath Allegood

There are still a few slots
open to give Altar Flowers.
Please sign up!!
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Barney’s Run for Warriors featuring The Jim Purks Memorial Marathon
By Liza Pickett
When I first met Jim Purks I did not know what to make of him. I had a hard time believing this “gentle man”
was who he presented himself to be. As time passed and I got to know him more, I began to realize that this
“gentle man”was indeed sincere. It wasn’t long before I had a close relationship with Deacon Jim, and I felt,
as I am sure many have felt, that through him, I had a direct line to God. When he would pray for me and with
me, he knew exactly what to say. It was like he was having a conversation with Jesus about me. He was so
kind and so enthusiastic, and he loved so deeply.
Anyone that knew him, knew his love for animals and his pets. He loved his kitty cats. And would have had
100 cats if he could. Having cats allowed him that special love and companionship that pets give while giving
him the freedom to be always available to minister to others. You see, Deacon Jim was always “on call”. And
he would be with anyone at anytime that needed him. I can attest to that. But at the end of his long days he
would go home to his pets. He understood the therapeutic value of pets. And although his ministry did not allow him to care for a dog of his own, he spent tireless hours working to get post 9/11 Veterans with PTSD
their own canine care companion. This was done in the name of Barney’s Run.
From its inception, Deacon Jim had his hands in every part of putting on and executing this monumental
event. That is why this year the name has been changed to ~Barney’s Run for Warriors featuring The Jim
Purks Memorial Marathon~.
Over the years, Barney’s Run has helped place numerous dogs with deserving Veterans that need the companionship of therapy dogs. These Veterans have different degrees of PTSD and other issues that make these dogs
invaluable to their every day lives. And it is obvious that these canines, many of whom are rescued from shelters, are also given a second chance at life and the ability to help their companions and masters. Lois
Hunkele, Anna Hendley , and the rest of the Barney’s Run committee are excited about the upcoming run, and
hope to raise enough money to purchase and place more dogs in 2018. It will take place at Albany Marine
Corps Logistics Base on Saturday, November 17, 2018.
Deacon Jim’s presence will be sorely missed this year as we prepare for the event.
His enthusiasm for this cause and his sincere desire to place these dogs with these
“Wounded Warriors” came easy to Jim. Because this kind “gentle man” knew the
love he had for kitties and what that did for him. He wanted other folks, people
who were hurting, people who were alone, and our sometimes forgotten heroes to
have the love and companionship that meant so much to him at the end of a long
day. I know my friend is smiling and petting his favorite kitty cat while the plans
for this event are being finalized.
Please mark your calendars and volunteer to help carry on Deacon Jim’s legacy
and one of St. Paul’s most valuable ministries.

More pictures of the fun on Back Pack Sunday!!
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197th Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Georgia

By Kari Middleton and Jim LeVaughn
The apostles and the other followers in the early years of the Jesus Movement referred to themselves as “The Way” as they followed Jesus who was and is “the way, the truth, and the life.” When the Diocese of Georgia gathers for its 197th convention, the
theme “The Way Forward” signals that we too see the only way forward is along that same way of our crucified and risen Lord.
Alongside passing a budget, electing persons to diocesan committees, and the rest of the business of the diocese, we will consider
how to be faithful to the way in our worship and through our stewardship of all that God has entrusted to us.
This 197th Convention of the Diocese of Georgia will be held November 8-10 at Albany State University – West Campus in Albany, Georgia. Find out more at this website as the diocesan staff adds more information and resources as convention gets nearer.
Many volunteers will be needed during this weekend.
The 197th Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Georgia will be
held in Albany Thursday to Saturday, 08-10 Nov. The theme of the
convention is "The Way Forward". Following is the convention
schedule and other information.
Thursday, 08Nov, St Patrick's
Registration - 2-5pm
Breakout sessions (workshops for attendees) - 2-5pm
Choral Evensong - 6pm
Dinner on your own
Friday, 09Nov, Albany State West Campus Student Center
Registration - 8am
Convention opens - 9am
Eucharist - St Paul's - 6pm
Reception - St Paul's following the Eucharist
Dinner on your own
Saturday, 10Nov, Albany State West Campus Student Center
Morning prayer - 9am
- Johnny Tuttle will be hosting the Youth Events at St Johns/St Marks
- Friday and Saturday continental breakfast and Friday lunch will be catered by Albany State
- Dinner Thursday and Friday nights will be on attendees own
- Planned for 320 attendees
- Hotels reserved are Merry Acres, Hampton Inn, Hilton Garden Inn
- Welcome bags are being provided by the Albany Welcome Center
- The list of volunteer duties and the number of volunteers needed is currently being prepared
While the Diocese has done a great deal of work in preparation of the Convention, there is still a long to do list so we will be soliciting volunteers from St Paul's, St Patrick's and St Johns/St Marks for assistance. More information about volunteer duties will be
provided.
The last Convention to be held in Albany was 2009 so we want to showcase our
city, our hospitality, and our
churches.
Clergy and Staff
Co-Chairs
Kari Middleton
Jim LeVaughn

Rev. Walter Hobgood, Interim
Marcia Hood, DMA, Music Director/Organist
Lynne Parks, Hand Bells
Debbie Godwin, Parish Administrator
Velma McClary, Housekeeper
Robert Clay, Sexton

Worship Services
Sunday
Rite I Eucharist at 8:00 am
Rite II Eucharist at 10:30 am
Contemporary Eucharist at 6 pm (Chapel)

Wednesday
Holy Eucharist & Healing Service at 12:00
o’clock noon (Chapel)

St. Paul’s Vestry
Terms ending in 2019

Terms ending in 2020

Terms ending in 2021

Carolyn Hatcher, Jr. Warden

Elliott Cantrell

Shanna Aderhold

Bill Swan

Bland Cleesattle

Roy Brown

Jon Woodcock

Jim LeVaughn

Mary Helen Morgan

Ted Wright, Sr. Warden

Mark Pickett

Pam Reynolds
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