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From the Rector 

Then Jesus led the disciples out as far as Bethany, and, 

lifting up his hands, he blessed them.  While he was 

blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up 

into heaven.  And they worshiped him, and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the 

temple blessing God.                                                       

(Lk 24:50-53) 

 

Dear Friends: 

 

This month is bracketed by the feast day of Philip and James on 

May 1 and by the Visitation of Mary on May 31.  More signifi-

cant than either in the Church calendar is the Feast of the Ascen-

sion on May 30—always 40 days from Easter.  Even though the 

Lucan account implies the Ascension occurred on the evening of 

Easter Day, the rendition in Acts substantiates the 40 days.  Tra-

dition has it that Jesus led his disciples to the Mount of Olives 

from which he was taken into heaven.  This marked the close of 

his post-Resurrection appearances and the assumption of his human nature into heaven where his reign con-

tinues as King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 

I can only imagine the emotional and psychological roller-coaster that these several months imposed upon the 

disciples.  The triumphal procession into Jerusalem giving way to the Passion and the Crucifixion, and now 

the Resurrection giving way to the Ascension.  He is with us, and now He is not with us.  But of course He is 

always with us.  The disciples came to know this as they came to Him in the breaking of the bread. 

 

Our focus in May is, in many ways, a celebration of our families.  Sunday, May 5, will see Youth Sun-

day observance at 10:30 when a large number of our young people take on the responsibility of many 

of the worship-minister responsibilities.  All of this will be their “wheel house” one day; best they be 

preparing even now. 

 

Sunday, May 12, is Mothers’ Day but also the annual event in which we recognize our graduating sen-

iors and their Shepherds, also at 10:30.  Come; celebrate with our young folks! 

 

 

                  Continued on next  page 
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Continued from page one 

 

Also in May we will kick off our parish Listening Sessions.  You are hearing about these from different 

sources intentionally—they are that important.  Our Conflict Transformation workshop in March 

highlighted that we encourage our parishioners to open up about our recent history—coming to terms 

with it.  And reflecting in small groups what we would like our future to look like, where we should 

put our congregational resources of time, talents, and treasure.  Please sign up for one of these 

sessions: there are sign-up sheets in the hallway near the Parish Hall. 

Please see schedule of Listening Session on page _2__ of The Ministry.  You may also call the 

church office to sign up for a session (229)436-0196.     

 

Yes, Jesus ascends in glory but is forever with us.  There are challenges and tasks in parish life, and there are 

causes for joyful celebration.  The month of May is no exception.  Let’s celebrate with one another—like 

Jesus’ disciples, continually blessing God. 

 

       Faithfully, 

       Fr. Reed+   

  
 
 

Upcoming Listening Sessions  
 
Several Vestry members and parishioners attended the Conflict Transformation workshop in March.  During 
the meeting it was decided to schedule Listening Sessions so parishioners can discuss with Fr Reed and 
Vestry members any concerns from our recent transition and ideas and thoughts about the future of St 
Paul's.   These Sessions will last up to 90 minutes and will be held at a variety of days, times, and at 
individual’s homes or St Paul's to accommodate as many parishioners as possible.  The hope and prayer is the 
Listening Sessions will be a reflection on our recent history at St Paul's and to hear members joys and sorrows 
and to consider together our identity and promise going forward.   Sign-up sheets will be placed in the 
hallway so you can add your name to the most convenient day, time and location to meet your schedule. You 
may also sign up by calling the office at 436-0196.  We believe these will be interesting and fact-finding 
discussions.   
 

Following is the schedule: 
 

Monday  May 13 10:30am Ted Wright hosting: 2620 E. Doublegate Dr. 

Tuesday  May 14   6:00pm Elliott Cantrell hosting at St. Paul’s 

Wednesday May 15   1:30pm Annabelle Stubbs hosting: 2202 Beattie Rd. 

Monday  May 20   6:00pm Anne Stokes hosting: 2414 Tuxedo Pl. 

Tuesday  May 21   1:30pm Jan Shiver hosting: 2610 Kenilworth Dr. 

Wednesday May 22   6:00pm Rosemary Hamburger hosting:  

                                         2512 Westgate Dr. #5 

Thursday  May 23 10:30am Pam Reynolds hosting at St. Paul’s 

 

 
 

We encourage you to sign-up for one of these sessions. 
 

Ted Wright, Elliott Cantrell, Annabelle Stubbs, and Jim LeVaughn 
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Parker Orlowski 

By Tim Wesselman 

 

ALBANY -- When Parker Orlowski enrolls at Auburn University in Ala-

bama next fall, odds are he will still hear Molly Swan cheering him on 

from the sidelines. 

 The two were able to share a common appreciation for St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Church and Deerfield-Windsor School football this fall through 

the church’s Shepherding program which pairs graduating seniors with 

mentors that guide them as they plan their next steps. 

 Orlowski was baptized and confirmed St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church, which he attends with his parents - Hannah and Dave Orlowski - 

and his brother, Carson. So, Orlowski was well-acquainted with Molly 

and Bill Swan before the Swans began mentoring him this fall as part of 

the St. Paul’s Shepherding Program. 

“I think it is actually very interesting to have someone that you don’t know that well,” he said recently. 

“Your parents, you can obviously talk to and stuff, but you have heard it from them. It is like having another 

outside source. It’s a good thing to have,” he said. 

In the program, the Swans did the typical things mentors have done for seniors in the 13-year-old men-

toring program:  A dinner or two out, encouraging texts, and visits here and there. 

 However, this fall, Molly Swan, already an avid Deerfield football fan, actively shared a “common 

connection” she had with Orlowski, who joined the football team this year.  Molly, a Realtor, and Bill Swan, 

an attorney, attended most of the home games, with Molly cheering loudly. 

 “She would scream for me,” Orlowski said. “And after the game she would come up and talk to me 

too, so it was nice.” 

 He came to football as an experienced soccer player. Orlowski has played soccer since the age of three, 

competing on travel teams and advancing to become a GISA (Georgia Independent School Association) “All 

Region” player each year since 8th grade. He earned “Region 

Player of the Year” honors as an “All State” player last year. 

He has also competed in cross country, served in a variety of 

Deerfield clubs and on the student council. 

In his senior year, his friends encouraged him to con-

sider taking an open kicker position on the football team. He 

enjoyed the football season, especially one play in which he 

had to kick in an extra point from 35 yards out. 

 “I hit the extra point to go up by a point with two 

minutes to go,” he recalled.  

 Alas, the opposing team was able to come back in the 

closing minutes. Now, he is looking forward to new challeng-

es next fall as a civil engineering student at Auburn, which 

his brother and mother have attended.   

                           Continued on next page 
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Continued from page 3 

“My whole life, I thought I was going to go to Georgia, and this year after visiting (Auburn), I just decided I 

really liked it.” 

He looks forward to studying at the tightly-knit Auburn campus and participating in traditions, such as going 

downtown to Toomer’s Corner to “roll the trees” (Google it, Georgia fans) after sports victories. 

 He has an interest in projects at the Auburn engineering school, such as bridge design contests. Win-

ning bridge model designs are often used in the real world, he said. He is optimistic his field of interest will be 

in high demand in a country which, by some estimates, has 47,000 bridges in need of replacement or repair. 

 Orlowski has participated in church youth activities, including a diocesan “Happenings” gathering at 

Honey Creek. 

 “I have really enjoyed it. When I was younger, (St. Paul’s) first introduced me to Christ and I have 

learned so much going to church,” he said. 

Spending time with Molly Swan has increased the chances he will remain active in church. 

“I think it will, because I have seen how it affects her, and how it affects everybody around her,” he 

said. “It makes me more interested in (church) and I know its benefits, because she has shown me” 

 Molly Swan has made a point “to be there” spiritually for Orlowski, praying for him as he pondered 

his college decision and recovered from an ankle injury as his soccer team heads to the playoffs this spring. 

“He is a great guy and I have enjoyed getting to know him,” she said. “It has been real special, he 

played football for the first time this fall. Bill and I went to almost all the home games. We just loved watch-

ing him, because he was just such an excellent kicker.” 
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JUST SAY THANKS! 
 
 The Stewardship Committee spotlight is focused on our Ushers and the Altar Guild.  Both groups are most important to 
our worship services every Sunday and Holiday.    Both groups faithfully provide necessary duties each time they serve. 

 
                                                                                                     Our Ushers are. . . . . 
 

Roy Brown               Bubba Mitchell     
 Scott Brown    Burton Newcomb 

Joe Burger    Ned Newcomb 
Sidney Bush    Gaylon Ramsey 
Wil Campbell    Jay Reynolds 
Bob Fletcher    Brandon Rutledge 
Greg Fullerton    Joe Stubbs 
John Inman, III    Bill Swan 
Mike McComb    Jay Ventulett   
Faison Middleton   Ted Wright 
Carolyn Hatcher 

 
These volunteers greet everyone entering the church with a smile as they offer us a bulletin.  They provide 

assistance to us when needed throughout the service, making sure we have a prayer book, hymnal and small children 
get crayons and coloring books.  They quide us to Communion, answer questions, open doors, lend a helping hand if 
necessary.  What would we do without them! 

 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                  Our Altar Guild members. . . .  

 
Angie Barber    Paula McComb 
Kathy Blakely    Elaine Mercer     
Leigh Brooks    Mary Helen Morgan 
Christy Brown    Mary Newcomb 
Helen Bush    Kelly Wesselman 
Mary Faulk    Margaret Wilson 
Lois Hunkele    Lisa Wright 
Calista Langstaff                   Mari Wright 
 
The members of this group are generally unseen by the congregation during worship service.  Their 
work is done before and after each and every service.  Their most important duty is to make sure all 
components for our Eucharistic are prepared and set for our Rector.  Other duties include making 
certain all adornments in the church are appropriate for the season and the event – they prepare for 
every service, holiday, funeral and baptism.  After each event they stay to clean up and make ready 
for the next one.  So as you encounter any of these volunteers during May please take time to - just 
say thanks! 

 
This thank you moment is brought to you by your Stewardship Committee 
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Easter Sunday Pictures 
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May Birthdays 

May   1 Colin Blakey 

          2 Anna Hendley 

                    Debbie Hambley 

          4        Tim Wesselman 

          8        Will Miles 

                    Kathleen Fiorito 

          13 Scott Brown 

  John Inman, III 

          14 Maryella George 

          15 Chip Darby 

          18 Hugh Cunningham 

          19 Kelley Sorrells 

          20 Bronwyn Hinton 

  Patrice Mitchell 

          27 Jackson Allegood 

          28 Jack Moore 

          30 Benjamin Hoopes 

          31 Helen Bush 

May Anniversaries 

May 1  Mr. and Mrs. Barry Bell 
May 5  Mr. and Mrs. Willis DuVall 
May 7  Mr. and Mrs. Michael Golden 
May 17  Mr.& Mrs.  Jason Hedrick 
May 29  Mr. and Mrs. David Orlowski 
May 31  Mr. & Mrs. Ted Wright 

April Memorials 

Verna Hambley     Virginia Johnson 

 

Virginia Gray     Watson Spence, LLP 

       Mary P. Vines 
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    St. Paul’s Vestry 

  Terms ending in 2020  Terms ending in 2021  Terms ending in 2022 

    Elliott Cantrell   Shanna Aderhold   Angie Barber 

    Bland Cleesattle  Roy Brown   Chris Hendley 

    Jim LeVaughn   Mary Helen Morgan  Dunn Stapleton 

    Mark Pickett   Pam Reynolds, Sr. Warden  Annabelle Stubbs, Jr. Warden 

Worship Services 

Sunday 

Rite I Eucharist at 8:00 am 

Rite II Eucharist at 10:30 am 

Contemporary Eucharist at 6 pm  (Chapel) 

Wednesday 

Holy Eucharist & Healing Service at  12:00 

o’clock noon (Chapel) 

Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Reed Freeman, Rector 

Marcia Hood, DMA, Music Director/Organist  

Lynne Parks, Hand Bell Director 

Debbie Godwin, Parish Administrator 

Debbie Shanklin, Financial Secretary 

Velma McClary, Housekeeper 

Robert Clay, Sexton 


