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From the Rector

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that
no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of
God we have commended ourselves in every way: through
great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God.
(2 Cor 6:2b-4, 6-7a)

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy Word.
And, to make a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal nature, let us now
kneel before the Lord, our maker and redeemer.
(from the Invitation to Lent, BCP, 264-5)

Dear Friends:
It has been a blessing to share in the wonders of the Epiphany season with you all, and we can all look forward now to Lent beginning on March 6 with Ash Wednesday services at 12:00noon and at 6:00pm.
I do want to mention several other worship services and events of note scheduled for March:
Saturday, March 2 at 10:00am—St. Paul’s will host Cursillo Ultreya
Fellowship and meeting at 10:00am followed by Holy Eucharist and lunch
For all Cursillistas and all who would like to explore what Cursillo is about
Fri/Sat, March 8-9—Conflict Transformation workshop at St. Paul’s for lay leaders
Sign up through church office. First session Fri, Mar 8 at 5:30pm
Sunday, March 17 at 10:30am—The Rt Rev Scott Benhase will preach and celebrate
The Bishop will administer Confirmation. Reception for all following
Fri/Sat, Mar 22-23—Vestry Retreat, venues and agenda to issue later
Vestry save the dates!
Sunday, March 24 at 3:00pm—St. Patrick’s—Albany hosting for the Convocation
Bishop Search Committee Listening Session—for all lay persons
This list is not exhaustive. Please read through this issue of Ministry, and always keep track of the announcements in the issues of E-Pistle and in the orders of worship.
One of the readings for Ash Wednesday comes from Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians written around
54 CE and following his second visit to the congregation in that city. Many believe it is a follow-up to his socalled ‘letter of tears,’ of which we do not have copy, but which is referred to in 2 Cor 2:3-4. Paul and the
congregation have struggled in numerous ways since its founding with disagreements, false teachings, and
several unnamed opponents of Paul himself. These trials and tribulations have clearly affected relationships
among the faithful, and Paul’s plea is to reconciliation—the putting back into right relationship of one with
another.
Continued on page 2

Continued from page 1
On March 6 we will observe Ash Wednesday together. We at St. Paul’s have had trials and tribulations; all
congregations do. And so Paul’s plea to the Corinthians for reconciliation could be our Lenten rallying cry as
well. The invitation to a holy Lent (BCP, 264-5), quoted above in part, reads that a step to reconciliation is
repentance, and repentance is nothing more than a complete change of heart and mind—a decision with follow-through to ‘do a 180,’ to head off in a new and different direction of intentional love for all persons.
Nancy and I anticipate with joy our season of Lent together with you.
Faithfully,
Fr. Reed+

Bishop Search Listening Session
The Search Committee for the 11th Bishop of Georgia will be holding a series of Listening
Sessions around the diocese over the next several weeks. These sessions are vital to the successful creation of our profile, as they offer the best opportunity to gather our vision for the
next chapter in the life of our Diocese.
Each Convocation will host a Listening Session for anyone who can attend. In addition, there
will be a session specifically for all clergy – deacons and priests – in the diocese, and another
for our youth. The Youth session will be held
during New Beginnings but is open to all youth
(grades 6th-12th) even if they are not attending
the New Beginnings weekend.
The schedule is as follows:
Sunday, 24 March
3:00pm at St. Patrick’s, Albany (Albany)

If you are unable to make the session in your
own convocation, we hope that you will attend
another in a neighboring convocation. We want
to include as many voices as possible in the
conversation.
As always and before all else, please keep the
Search Committee, our Diocese, and all those
who will be involved in whatever way in your
prayers.

-Bishop Search Comm
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Bishop Search Timeline
Convocation Listening Session
Sunday, March 24 | 3:00 PM
St. Patrick's Episcopal Church

Come and get your ashes!!
Be sure to join us for Ash Wednesday,
March 6, 2019.
12:00pm and 6:00 pm

St Paul's will have an 'all hands on deck' Spring yards and grounds cleanup. 'Spring Cleaning',
if you will, on Saturday, March 16, from 9:00-1:00. We need people power!
We will edge, mow, weed, trim, and clean. People power needed (at least 30 volunteers).
School age kids are encouraged to join in. Volunteer service credit slips will be issued! No
experience needed. Bring your yard tools and your love for St. Paul's. We will end with a
light Lenten lunch of
homemade vegetable
soup and homemade
bread.
SAVE THIS DATE.
We need you!
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Shepherding with Colin Blakey
By Molly Swan

One of our beloved Seniors is Colin Blakey. He is nearing
completion of his high school years at Lee County High
School. He said he has mixed feelings about his graduation, due
to leaving his good friends and family but seeking his
independence as he leaves home. His high school career has
been a very special one! The social part of it has been extra
special as he has made many friends through playing sports (football and soccer), Beta Club and
HOSA( a national club that centers on future health care professionals ) and he recently has won a
competition that he will attend in Atlanta on March 14-16 where is has worked hard to be in the Top
20 contestants. We know his interest in health care is strong as he aspires to go into the medical field
one day. He has been shadowing physicians in the area that has really been enjoyable for him.
One of the highlights of his high school career was being on a State Championship team for two
straight years!! He has two Championship rings! Not many high school Seniors can ever achieve that!
He played long snapper and defensive end. He said that being on the football team has taught him
skills that he knows will help him in life. Learning time management was a key lesson! When he had
to wake up at 6 am in the summers for practice, it was a challenge, but he persevered and made it
happen!
Another aspect of his life that has been very special for him has been his Scouting. He has nearly
completed his Eagle Scout requirements and is very proud of that. He also has had many adventures
through scouting, having travelled to many places like snow skiing at Maggie Valley just a few weeks
ago! His Scouting project was just completed, which was painting the Vestry Room! That benefitted
St Paul’s very much, too!
When asked about an individual who had impacted his life during these past years, he mentioned
Walter Kelley, his dad’s law partner. He said seeing him regularly at the office and at church was
very formative for him as an outstanding role model. He mentioned his charismatic personality and
kind spirit.
Two other people who have been there for him this year have been his Shepherds, Mary and Ned
Newcomb. They went to several of his football games taking a strong interest in him and were also
present assisting him with the painting of the Vestry Room. They are looking forward to taking him
on the river soon as Spring approaches!
Colin has been a faithful acolyte during his high school career. We are grateful for his service.
When the Blakeys decided to join St Paul’s about 8 years ago, it was a huge blessing for us! In his
decision about his Eagle Scout project, Colin said he wanted to do something for St Paul’s, to
reciprocate for what St Paul’s has meant to him through the past years.
Colin’s college choices are either Kennesaw or UGA. We know that whatever lies ahead for Colin
Blakey, he will excel and be a True Champion in Life!
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Honey Creek…..Into the Future
For so many of us in the Diocese of Georgia and here at St Paul’s, Honey Creek is a special
place. Founded in 1955, for youths and adults, it’s a place of reflection, spiritual awareness,
and beauty along the marsh. Honey Creek is vital to the Diocese of Georgia in creating community, building leaders, and transforming lives. In order to preserve, maintain, and secure
Honey Creek’s future, the Diocese has established the Honey Creek Future Fund. The Honey
Creek Future Fund will enable strong and vibrant ministries to continue for both current and
future generations.
The Diocese has established strategies for the Future Fund to give everyone the opportunity
and a way to take part in sustaining Honey Creek:
Pave the Way Forward – Contributions to the Future Fund can be made by purchasing pavers
which will be used to create a walkway from the Chapel to Bishop’s Hall and the Dining
Hall. This path will greatly increase accessibility to the Chapel and will be used by all who
visit. Pavers will be engraved with the names of donors, or those in whose memory or honor
their donation is given, and will provide a lasting memorial for future generations. The pavers will cover a 5.5 foot wide path and be 370 feet in distance. The path will be a mix of
4”x8”, 8”x8”, and 8”x12” pavers and will require approximately 5,300 pavers. Pricing for
the pavers:
4”x8” (2 lines) - $100

8”x8” (4 lines) - $200

8”x12” (6 lines) - $300

Paver sales was launched at the Diocesan Convention last November and through January, 19
had been sold for a total of $5700.
Individual Gifts – Individuals and families with the capacity to make large one-time gifts provide a significant impact the operation and ministry of Honey Creek. This generosity affects
lives far beyond their own and beyond their generation.
Sustaining Gifts – Recurring gifts of all amounts make a difference in Honey Creek’s ability
to perform ongoing maintenance and make improvements. Sustaining gifts come from those
individuals or families who make recurring gifts if varying amounts. Through January, $2500
in sustaining gifts have been received.
Event Contributions – The Diocese will encourage offerings from groups meeting at Honey
Creek (and possibly other locations in the Diocese) to be designated for the Future Fund.
It is hoped that many of you will prayerfully consider one of these options to contribute to the
Honey Creek Future Fund. The key word here is Future, helping to sustain our spiritual asset
on the marsh for today and the future.
Please go to honeycreek.org/future-fund for more information.
Jim LeVaughn - Diocesan Council Member at Large
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Jean McGuire
Molly & Bill Swan
Pat & Joe Burger

March Birthdays
March 2
4
5
7
9
11
12
16
18
22
28
31

Marilyne Moore
Rick Theidel
Nancy Brown
Laura Harrell
Seaborn Curry
Wil Campbell
Patti Dixon
Mitch Mercer
G.G Aderhold
Kelly Bell
H.J. Chandler
Annabelle Stubbs
Jon Moore
Mike Seymour
Lisa Wright
Ann Heinemann

Dr. Billy Mayher

March Anniversaries
March 10
March 17
March 20

Brinson & Gail Phillips
Bob & Kathleen Fiorito
Chris & Sally Anderson

February Memorials
Raymond Sorrells

Lynda Campbell, Fran & Stewart
Campbell, Cyndi & Jimmy
Adams
Jimmy & Kay Fuller
Judy & Edgar Campbell
Pam & Jay Reynolds

Lillian Parkman

Dwayne Summar
Tommy & Nancy Chambless
Pam & Jay Reynolds
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Gray Communications

JUST SAY THANKS!
This month the Stewardship Committee will begin a series of recognition to the many who participate
in programs, ministries, and groups at St. Paul’s. These people gladly give of their time and talent to
provide something special for our church members and our community.
This month our focus is on the Music Ministry. They provide beautiful music that enhances
our Sunday services and brings special joy and meaning to our holidays. They devote many hours
each week practicing and performing music to the Glory of God.
Below are these talented people –
Bob Baranko
Christy Baranko
Jim and Mary Bullion
Leigh Brooks
Diane Cunningham
Lisa Davis
Traci Davis
John Dixon
Debbie Godwin
Chris Hendley
Marcia Hood
Jo Jones

Jean Lamb
Jim LeVaughn
Lynne Parks
Mark Pickett
Lucia Ramsey
Cullen Richardson
Annabelle Stubbs
Lawson Swan
William Swan
Jon Woodcock

When you see one of these gifted people – just say thanks!
That’s all it takes to let them know you appreciate what they do.

This thank you moment is brought to you by your Stewardship Committee
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Clergy and Staff

Worship Services

The Rev. Dr. Reed Freeman, Rector

Sunday

Marcia Hood, DMA, Music Director/Organist
Debbie Godwin, Parish Administrator
Judy Myler, Financial Secretary
Velma McClary, Housekeeper
Robert Clay, Sexton

Rite I Eucharist at 8:00 am
Rite II Eucharist at 10:30 am
Contemporary Eucharist at 6 pm (Chapel)

Wednesday
Holy Eucharist & Healing Service at 12:00
o’clock noon (Chapel)

St. Paul’s Vestry
Terms ending in 2020

Terms ending in 2021

Terms ending in 2022

Elliott Cantrell

Shanna Aderhold

Angie Barber

Bland Cleesattle

Roy Brown

Chris Hendley

Jim LeVaughn

Mary Helen Morgan

Dunn Stapleton

Mark Pickett

Pam Reynolds, Sr. Warden

Annabelle Stubbs, Jr. Warden
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