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By the time January 1 comes around, many of us are sick of the holidays. 

Increasingly, it seems that Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New 

Year’s blur together in an enveloping wave of demands on our time, our 

money, our strength, and our inner peace. While sacramental Christians 

(Episcopalians, Lutherans, and Roman Catholics, for example) consider 

that the Season of Christmas begins on December 25, and continues until 

January 6, the Feast of the Epiphany, there are those among us who are out 

in front of the house before dawn on New Year’s Day, putting the 

Christmas tree at the curb for the sanitation staff to carry away. 

Those of us who are truly done with Christmas are tempted to put the tree 

at the curb with the ornaments still attached. I’m hoping this isn’t what you 

are feeling, dear reader! 

However, before we banish Christmas from our minds entirely, let us 

recollect what brought all of this celebration into being; it was the 

willingness of an otherwise powerless young woman to say, “Yes!” to 

God’s most incredible request to humankind. Luke envisions Mary 

saying to the angel Gabriel, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word.” (Luke 1:38a, NRSV.) 

Mary’s response to Gabriel is a vital aspect of the Christian story that can get lost in the whirlwind of the 

season in which Jesus is born. We can easily take Mary’s faithful response for granted, but suppose she had 

said, “No!” That response would certainly have been understandable. The angel informed Mary that, if she 

was willing, “the power of the Most High will overshadow you.” (Luke 1:35, NRSV.) While we don’t 

normally dwell on this portion of scripture, it is a rather terrifying image that Gabriel describes. Of course, if 

Mary had refused, God certainly would have been able to choose another woman to be the mother of His 

son, but it was Mary to whom He sent the angel – and it was Mary who agreed. And the entire universe was 

changed, because of Mary’s willingness to do what God asked of her. 

In this new calendar year, laden with hope, yet uncertainty; joy, yet regret; love, yet vulnerability; may we 

be blessed with the wisdom to pause and consider where God may be seeking our assent. As individuals, it 

is easy to reassure ourselves that our failings are inconsequential. The world is such a big, complex place – 

if we fall short, what will it matter? If we decline God’s requests, who will know, and who will care? Yet 

the acquiescence of one poor, powerless, young woman was enough to radically change the world forever. 

In this New Year, let us seek faithfully those places where God beckons. With Mary as our icon, let us 
remind ourselves that we are most richly blessed, and most clearly guided, when we claim for ourselves the 

same identity that Mary claimed; the servant of the Lord. And may our willing assent to God transform us – 
and the world – for the better. 

G.+ 

 “Madonna and Child” by Parker  
Fitzgerald,  and Brittany Richardson.  
The image was originally  created as  
a Christmas card for ColdWater Media.  
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Episco-chicks Christmas at the home of Pat Burger.   Hosted by Pat and Mari Wright. 

Christmas Carols by Albany State’s 

Concert Chorale 

The Malone Towers Luncheon was a huge success!! 
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My name is Dunn Stapleton, and I am an 8 o'clocker at St. Paul's.  I am 

not a cradle Episcopalian. I grew up in the First Baptist Church of 

Donalsonville, Georgia, where my mother was the organist (50+ years) 

and my grandmother was the pianist (55+ years).  I graduated from 

Seminole County High School, then from college (1965) and law 

school at Emory (1968).  After 3+ years in the Navy, I began practicing 

law in November of 1971 with the Albany firm of Watson, Spence, 

Lowe and Chambless, now known simply as Watson Spence, where I 

still work. 

 I began attending St. Paul's soon after moving to Albany.  In 

fact, I had either the 3rd or 4th date with my wife Nealy, who is a cradle 

Episcopalian, at a Sunday service at St. Paul's.  We were married at St. 

Paul's in October of 1972.  Our first daughter, Culver, was baptized at 

St. Paul's in early 1977, and our second daughter, Dixon, was baptized 

at St. Paul's in 1978.  Both daughters were later married at St. Paul's. 

 Judge Gray and I taught Sunday School for several years.  He was brave enough to volunteer 

us to teach the early-teens. I have served on Stewardship committees.  I've served on the Vestry on 
two prior occasions, the first during Fr. John Jenkins' tenure, and the second during the transition 

from Fr. Tom Downs to Fr. Mark Jones as shepherded by our interim, Fr. Reid Heydt.  I am a Eucha-

ristic Minister, and I serve jointly with Nealy at the 8:00 services. On special occasions I have served 

as St. Paul's Verger.  And, I am also a trustee, along with Jay Reynolds and Fred Sharpe, of the St. 
Paul's Endowment Foundation. 

Dunn Stapleton 

2019 Vestry Candidates 

Annabelle Stubbs 

St. Paul’s and its people have been very dear to me since Joe and I became 
members thirty-five years ago.  All three of our daughters were christened 
here and our older two were married at our altar.  Early on, I taught Sun-
day School to third graders, co-chaired Vacation Bible School and later 
taught Sunday School to 11-12 graders with Joe.  I have served on the ves-
try twice, and during the second term, was appointed to simultaneously 
serve on the rector search committee, and for that search, co-wrote the par-
ish profile with Dwayne Summar.  A member of the stewardship and fi-
nance committees over many years, I chaired the Stewardship/Annual 
Giving campaign for 2013.  Currently, I sing in the choir, serve as a lay 
reader, co-chair our Newcomer Ministry, and very occasionally serve soup at 
St. Clare’s. Finally, Joe and I have spaces in the columbarium, which I hope 
not to need for several years!  All to say, I am fully invested in St. Paul’s long term health, and in our 
immediate need to come together, set priorities, and focus our energies as we search for and call an 
absolutely fabulous and gifted rector!                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

Annabelle Stubbs 
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Tenor Chris Hendley holds a Bachelor of Music Education from Au-
burn University, a Master of Music Education from the University of 
Georgia, and a Ph.D. in Music from the University of Georgia. He has 
over twenty years of experience as both a voice teacher and vocal/
acting coach. 

Dr. Hendley is a professional singer/actor with numerous stage credits. 
He has held leading roles in such operas as Il Campenello, Die Zauber-
flöte, and Susanna’s Secret, and musical theatre credits include Henry 
Jekyll/Edward Hyde in Jekyll and Hyde, “Bobby Strong” in Uri-
netown: the Musical; and “Jesus” in Godspell.  Recently, he was in-
volved with a production of The Fantasticks in which he directed and 
held the lead role of “El Gallo.” Dr. Hendley has also been a featured 
soloist for the Macon Concert Association and the Atlanta Lyric Thea-
tre Summer Spotlight Series, and was a semi-finalist in the 2003 
American Traditions Competition, in Savannah, GA.  

Currently, Dr. Hendley is the Music Specialist at Lincoln Elementary 
where he teaches K-5 general music and directs the Chorus and Drama 
Club. His is also an adjunct faculty member in the Department of Fine Arts  
at Albany State University where he teaches Applied Voice and Elementary Music Methods. 

Chris Hendley 

Angie Barber is currently the Director of Network of Trust School Health 

Program, a division of Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital. In this role, she 

provides leadership to the Network of Trust and School Health Program 

staff and students.  She has over 25 years of experience providing direction, 

strategy, coordination, program implementation, grant partnerships, expan-

sion, operations and evaluation of nurses training and schedules. She is a 

presenter for state conferences and serves as community liaison including:  

Educational training, organization and communication for the Community 

Outreach services in the Dougherty County area.  Community Service:  

Heart of Service,  Committee Chair for the Phoebe Putney Memorial Hos-

pital Centennial  Children’s Committee, Co-Chair for  Rachel’s Challenge 

Committee, Albany Area Primary Health Care School Based Community 

Health Center Partner, G-CAPP: Southwest Georgia Grassroots Advocacy, 

Taking Time for Teens Coalition, Georgia Association of School Nurses Association, The Lily 

Pad Board of Directors, Board Member: VOICES for Georgia’s Children, Albany Museum of Art: 

Trustee, Family Literacy Connections, Albany State University: College and Business,  SCeNE: 

Southern Center for Nonprofit Excellence, DCSS, Charter System-Local School Governance 

Team Member,  DCSS School Garden Project with the UGA School Garden team, Morehouse 

School of Medicine Teen Pregnancy Prevention Initiative Community Advisory Group - Chair-

person.  Her passion is in community outreach, the joy in helping others, and leading the way to 

helping others to be successful. With her compassionate heart, wisdom, and joyful attitude, she 

sheds light on those who face many challenges. 

Angie Barber 

Chris Hendley 

Angie Barber 
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2018 Christmas Pageant 
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Feed My Sheep 

89 boxes were handed out in December.  

Come and support this important ministry 

January 19!! 

January Birthdays 

January     1  Donna Hilsman 

        5  Debbie Godwin 

                  6  Kay Strom 

              Tommy Chambless 

                  9  Woody Brooks 

                 13 Penny Pace 

                 15  Todd Rowand 

        19 Jean McGuire 

                  21 Lisa Davis 

                  24 Willis DuVall 

   Joe Burger 

                  30 Jan Shiver 

   Carolyn Hatcher 

JanuaryAnniversaries 

 
January 5  Mr. and Mrs. Tim Wesselman 
January 13  The Rev'd. & Mrs. Jim Bullion 

  

December Memorials 

Connie Meier  Greg & Carol Fullerton 

Trudie Wright  Mary Ellen Moulton 
Laurie Lee  Wood Bill & Molly San 
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Christmas Eve Midnight Mass 
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    St. Paul’s Vestry 

     Terms ending in 2019     Terms ending in 2020  Terms ending in 2021 

    Carolyn Hatcher, Jr. Warden  Elliott Cantrell   Shanna Aderhold 

    Bill Swan    Bland Cleesattle   Roy Brown 

    Jon Woodcock    Jim LeVaughn   Mary Helen Morgan 

    Ted Wright, Sr. Warden   Mark Pickett   Pam Reynolds 

Worship Services 

Sunday 

Rite I Eucharist at 8:00 am 

Rite II Eucharist at 10:30 am 

Contemporary Eucharist at 6 pm  (Chapel) 

Wednesday 

Holy Eucharist & Healing Service at  12:00 

o’clock noon (Chapel) 

Clergy and Staff 

Marcia Hood, DMA, Music Director/Organist  

Lynne Parks, Hand Bells 

Debbie Godwin, Parish Administrator 

Judy Myler, Financial Secretary 

Velma McClary, Housekeeper 

Robert Clay, Sexton 


