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From the Rector

The Lord came to me saying, “ . . . I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” Then I said, “Ah,
Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a
boy.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a
boy’; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you
shall speak whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of
them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the
Lord.”
(Jer 1:4b-8)
Dear Friends,
By way of introduction, Nancy and I want to tell everyone how thrilled we are to be called by our bishop and
vestry to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. Many of you already know that we come from an eight-month cure at
St. Thomas—Palm Coast, FL, now to serve the fine folks of St. Paul’s until our search committee and vestry
identify our next settled rector. My profession and our calling—Nancy’s and mine—is to serve congregations
for an intentionally interim period of time during the call process.
We have always found—in 11 different congregations to date—that this is a time of profound spiritual
growth. In the January issue of The Ministry, the Rev. Galen Mirate encourages us to “seek faithfully those
places where God beckons. With Mary as our icon, let us remind ourselves that we are most richly blessed,
and most clearly guided, when we claim for ourselves the same identity that Mary claimed—the servant of the
Lord.” From my brief encounter with you so far, I can see that Galen+ has claimed our collective call for the
months ahead as well as our readiness to embrace it.
January for us has been a time of transition between Palm Coast and Albany, leaving one apartment and leasing another, setting up a new temporary household, and moving an incredible number of books to my new office here at St. Paul’s—just in time to share with you in the Eucharist and our Annual Meeting on January 27.
It has been exciting first week, talking with you about all the ministries and activities here in the parish. Everywhere we look we see folks adopting Mary’s claim—to be the servant of the Lord.
The first Sunday in February this year is 4 Epiphany, and I am struck by the OT lesson from Jeremiah—hence
the citation above. This is a prime example of the so-called prophetic call narrative. God confronts us in a
crisis situation and commissions us to a ministry. We object, citing perceived inadequacies to the task. God
says do it anyhow, promising to back us up. And God may even give us a sign to seal the deal.
God has called and is calling all of us to a mutual ministry. Nancy and I look forward to the journey with
you.
Faithfully,
Fr. Reed+

Shepherding with Logan Clark
By Molly Swan

One of our High School Seniors in our Shepherding Program is Logan
Clark, son of the late Paula and David Clark, nephew of Lisa and Doug
Divine. Has been at Deerfield since 6th grade, plays on the Varsity DW
basketball team, is an outstanding student and has been a great addition
to the school. He is excited about being a Freshman this fall at UGA, his
dream has come true about being a Bulldog! His Shepherds this year
have been Dana and Willis Duvall. They both say that they have mutual
“fan clubs” of one another and their friendship is one that will last
forever.
Getting to know Logan is a very special experience. There are not
many 18 year olds where one can see firsthand one of the most
courageous young men one could ever meet. By the time he was 11
years old, he had tragically lost in three years both of his parents. His
world had turned upside down.Fortunately, he was not left alone. His
beloved Aunt Lisa(his mom’s sister) and Uncle Doug, immediately
opened their homes and hearts to him, along with their daughter, Rena,
Logan Clark with Willis and Dana
whom Logan refers to as his sister. He moved here from Tifton and began
DuVall
his new life in Albany. When he was a Junior in High school, he
participated in the Dougherty Rotary essay Contest, called “Laws of Life”. He won first place at DW and
went on to the state level when he was first runner up out of 46000 essays. He delivered his essay in a speech
in April of last year in Destin Fla to 400 Rotarians and received a standing ovation. When asked where he
received such wisdom, he said that at a young age, his parents taught him that no matter how challenging
your life is, you can always find Blessings. His Life is truly one of Great Inspiration for all of us and I hope
you will read his essay and be better equipped to face adversity in your own life. We are very proud to have
Logan Clark as a part of St Paul’s!
Rotary Club “Laws of Life” Essay
By Logan Clark
Throughout my relatively short life span, I have unfortunately experienced a copious amount of tragedy.
The hole that formed early in my life forced to make a decision on the type of person I wanted to be and how
I react to adversity. I also learned that as long as I focus on the positive facets of life, blessings will come
from the darkest of circumstances.
My first encounter with immense hardship came shortly after Christmas when I was eight years old. My
mother had been ill for some time and would spend most of her time in the hospital away from home. While
she transferred from hospital beds to her own bed multiple times over the course of a month, I stayed with
my aunt and uncle. After a few weeks of going back and forth from their house to my own house, I remained
at their house for two weeks. This was unusual because Christmas break had ended after I arrived at my
aunt’s home. I was confused and slightly delighted that I did not have to go back to school. Once the two
weeks had passed, I was taken back to my house to see my parents. On the way back, I noticed that my aunt
was noticeably stressed. She did not look at me that much either, but when she did, she always gave me a
Continued on next page
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concerned smile that haunts me to this day. Once we arrived, I saw a plethora of cars in the driveway, so I
thought someone was having a party. When we pulled up to the house, I got out of the car and leaped into my
dad’s arms since I had not seen him in weeks. He then took me aside and hesitantly said that mom was gone.
I did not believe him, so I lightly hit him on the shoulder. When he did not react, I knew something was
wrong. I went inside the house and never saw my mother. I was immediately overwhelmed. I avoided everyone because being around family forced me to think about the person that I had lost.
After a few years, I was able to put the past behind me. I had just started sixth grade when the unthinkable happened. What seemed like a normal day quickly turned eerily similar to the day my mother passed. My
aunt and uncle came to town and took me to dinner. I was puzzled and I suddenly realized my dad had not
gotten back from work. After dinner, my aunt was unusually nervous. The closer to home I got, she looked
back and smiled that same concerned smile. Suddenly, something in my mind clicked and I knew exactly
what had happened. I could not let myself believe it, but once I saw cars in the driveway, I immediately
broke into tears. After I went inside and saw everyone, I went to my room and just fell asleep praying the day
was a dream. When I woke up without my father there, my heart sank lower than ever.
Even though I survived the unimaginable, I decided to not allow myself to become consumed by grief.
Instead, I chose to live my life. When I stepped back and looked at the bigger picture, I realized that I am tremendously blessed. I have an amazing aunt and uncle who love and support me, I have an amazing education
and I have even more friends. When I think of what happened, I become inspired to write another chapter in
my life and make my parents proud.
I always heard that having courage is very important. I did not know what courage exactly meant until a
few years ago. In my eyes, courage is staying true to myself when all odds are stacked against me. I have
come to find that “For everything you have missed, you have gained something else. And for everything that
you gain, you lose something else. It is about your outlook towards life. You can either regret or rejoice. “No
matter what life throws at me, there are always two paths: have courage and keep going or live in the past and
sink.”

Some of the faces of St. Paul’s
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Shepherding with Gracie Swan
By Middi Moore

Gracie Swan is one of those people who puts you in a good mood just by being around her. When talking with her, it is quickly evident that she has a
love for life and adventure as well as a yearning to leave the world a better
place. Her favorite quote, “The best is yet to come,” she picked up from her
time at Happening, which is one of her favorite experiences in association
with the Episcopal Church. Her experience at Happening left her with a full
heart, new friendships, and precious memories she hopes her brothers, William and Watson, will be able to enjoy one day.
Gracie was born in Athens, GA but has spent the majority of her life
in Albany, GA. Growing up in Albany has enabled her to grow up close to
her grandparents who she feels have helped to shape her into the person she
is today. Her parents’ encouragement to keep an open mind and love those
around her – different or the same – are evident in Gracie’s gentle, caring,
loving personality. Gracie loves that the Episcopal Church has the mindset
that she lives her life by… open, loving and welcoming. Participating in sevGracie Swan and Honey
eral diocese-wide activities such as the winter retreat and Happening have
Hanson
helped her develop a greater appreciation and love for the Episcopal Church.
Another program which Gracie has gained great joy from at St. Paul’s is the shepherding program. Honey
Hanson, Gracie’s shepherd, describes “Amazing Gracie” as a “ball of sunshine who radiates love and happiness.” These two have a mutual love and respect for each other which has been strengthened by their
time together this year.
Gracie will graduate in May from Deerfield Windsor School, where she has attended since K4. Gracie
is a diligent student who also enjoys music, traveling and hanging out with her friends. Gracie loves her
family’s trips to NYC, which have become a tradition she always looks forward to. One of her favorite
recent trips included a visit to Los Angeles and Santa Barbara where she was able to spend time with family. Another hobby of Gracie’s is her involvement in the school plays and musicals. Gracie has been a
part of the DWS spring productions since she was in 3rd grade! Her participation in the school productions encompasses some of her favorite school memories. Gracie is excited to be a part of the upcoming
“Seussical” musical in April.
Gracie will continue her education at the University of Georgia in the fall. For a long time she was
against going to UGA but spending time in Athens and taking the tour changed her mind. She felt comfortable when she got on campus and knew it was the right place for her. Gracie plans to Major in Political Science and might go on to law school. She also knows her decision may change so she says you never know where she will end up! Gracie got a taste of college life last summer when she accepted into the
Governor’s Honors Program and spent four weeks at Berry College. Gracie was nominated by her English teacher, Mrs. Allen, for this special honor. The process for being accepted into the program provided
Gracie with her first interview experience. She went into the interview with her mom’s advice of, “Just be
yourself,” which is always great advice when you are Gracie Swan! It will be a joy to watch what the future holds for this unique young lady who shares her love of life with everyone she meets. Good luck in
your next chapter, Gracie, and thanks for allowing the parishioners of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church to be a
part of your Albany chapter!
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Canon Frank Logue Celebrating and Preaching on Epiphany
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February Birthdays
February

1
2
3
4

6
7
8
9
10
11
17
18
21
22
23
24
25
26

Feed My Sheep

Bob Fletcher
Kathleen Woodcock
Paul Duffy
Ashley Miles
Jackie Theidel
Faison Middleton
Alice Bell
Dunn Stapleton
Mary Brice Morgan
Ian Woodcock
John Holman
Janet Goodyear
Henry Rutledge
Debbie Richardson
Patrick Golden
Grayson Darby
Heath Allegood
Parker Moore
Greg Fullerton
Laura Golden
Mariam Sherman
Danny Smith
Tracey Woodcock
Asher Davis
Amy Jones
Lawson Swan
Tom Hilsman
Laney Leach

95 boxes were handed out in December.

February Anniversaries
February 7
February 21
February 26

Jay and Pam Reynolds
Sean and Anna Hendley
Lawson and Mandy Swan
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January Memorials
Raymond “Hawkeye” Sorrells

Cullen & Debbie Richardson
Bill & Molly Swan
Bland Cleesattle
J. Stewart Champion
James & Helen Horne
Betty Jean Cannon
Ron Lee
Brown & Jo Evelyn Dean
Lacy & Spencer Lee
Tommy & Nancy Chambless
Phillip R. Greene
Sally & Chris Anderson

Bob Langstaff

Calista Langstaff

Trudie Wright

Cullen & Debbie Richardson

Sammie Harewood

Cullen & Debbie Richardson

Patricia Manny

Cullen & Debbie Richardson

.Feed My Sheep
For the year 2018, Feed My Sheep distributed 912 boxes of food to the
needy in our local community. This has been the most rewarding outreach ministry that I have been a part of and it is with a heavy heart
that we had to temporarily suspend Feed My Sheep. I want to thank
all of the volunteers who made this ministry possible.
Charles Godwin
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Clergy and Staff

Worship Services

The Rev. Dr. Reed Freeman, Rector

Sunday

Marcia Hood, DMA, Music Director/Organist
Debbie Godwin, Parish Administrator
Judy Myler, Financial Secretary
Velma McClary, Housekeeper
Robert Clay, Sexton

Rite I Eucharist at 8:00 am
Rite II Eucharist at 10:30 am
Contemporary Eucharist at 6 pm (Chapel)

Wednesday
Holy Eucharist & Healing Service at 12:00
o’clock noon (Chapel)

St. Paul’s Vestry
Terms ending in 2020

Terms ending in 2021

Terms ending in 2022

Elliott Cantrell

Shanna Aderhold

Angie Barber

Bland Cleesattle

Roy Brown

Chris Hendley

Jim LeVaughn

Mary Helen Morgan

Dunn Stapleton

Mark Pickett

Pam Reynolds, Sr. Warden

Annabelle Stubbs, Jr. Warden
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