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Text: John 17:1-11 

Theme: Completely One  

 

In my first congregation, my dressing room contained a sizable coat 

rack, a couple of chairs, an end table and one painting that hung on 

the wall.  For 8½ years I studied that picture every single time I got 

dressed for a worship experience.  Over time, the picture became so 

much a part of my devotional life that I found myself venturing into 

that room (outside of a Sunday morning) to quietly pray – especially 

when I was searching for some clear direction from God.   
 

At one point in those 8½ years I was in the middle of a call process 

with another congregation.  I interviewed with the call committee on 

two different occasions and it was time for me to decide whether or 

not to continue in the call process.  I wrestled over what to do.  I was 

happy and content in my current call but I wanted to remain open to 

where God might be leading me.  So I spent more and more time in 

what I came to call the prayer room and studied that picture.  I prayed 

and I agonized over the choices before me.  Do I stay or do I leave?  

And all of a sudden one afternoon the answer came to me loud and 

clear!  God was telling me that it was time to go (to proceed with the 

new congregation) and to trust God through the unknown!   
 

I immediately went up to my office, closed the door for some privacy, 

called the assistant to the bishop and told her (with excitement) that I 

was ready to move forward in the call process.  There was silence on 

the other end and then Martha said to me – 

I am so sorry, Sandy!  You mean the call committee did not tell you 

they went with another candidate?   
 

It was my turn to sit in silence.  Finally, I thanked Martha for letting 

me know and then I returned to the prayer room.  I stared at the 

picture, disappointed but content.  God was indeed talking to me but 

not in the way that I expected.  The painting that I grew to love was 

Jesus kneeling in the Garden of Gethsemane (deep in prayer).  But 

what I forgot until that moment was how Jesus ended his prayer –  

Yet not my will but your will be done. 
 

In Matthew 6, Jesus teaches us a specific way to pray.  We call it The 

Lord’s Prayer.  In Luke 22 (right before Jesus is arrested) Jesus pours 

his heart and soul out to God as he asks his heavenly Father to remove 

the cup of death from him.  His anguish is so evident his sweat is 

described as great drops of blood falling to the ground.  Yet (even in 

his despair) Jesus teaches us an invaluable lesson.  We can ask God 

for whatever we want.  We can seek his guidance.  But in the end we 

have to trust God has our back.  We have to believe that his will for us 

is best.  It makes the answer we get the right answer. 
 

We are at the end of the Easter season but our gospel lesson for today 

puts us back on the eve of Jesus’ arrest.  Unlike the author of Luke’s 

Gospel, the author of John’s Gospel describes a much more confident 

Jesus.  As he enters into a time of prayer, Jesus acknowledges that his 

fateful hour has come.  He is about to finish his work on earth and 

soon the soldiers will come to that same garden to bind him and take 

him away.  He is not sweating in despair.  He sees this moment as an 

opportunity to praise and glorify God.    
 

We are privy (once more) to an intimate prayer between Jesus and his 

heavenly Father.  So I decided this week to give this passage from 

John as much attention as I gave the passage from Luke some fifteen 

years ago.  I am always hungry to hear another one of Jesus’ prayers 

and to gain some more insights on how to pray.  From Luke’s account 

we learn to turn things over to the will of God.  So what do we learn 

from John’s account? 
 

As I dissected this prayer it became so rich and hopeful.  Jesus has 

this incredible relationship with God (his Father) and he leans on that 

relationship to pray (not for himself) but for his disciples – a prayer of 

intercession that includes us (those of us who will come to believe 

through his word).  It is awesome to think that Jesus is talking to God 

on our behalf.  I love the intimacy of the prayer.  I love that Jesus is 

just having this conversation with God as he muses about …  

what is happening to them in the present moment  

where they are headed beyond his death and resurrection  

what he wants for the people whom God gave to him 

to protect them so they may be one 

to guard them so no one will become lost  

to sanctify them and make them holy 
 



It is a prayer calling for complete unity for the sake of complete joy.  

Jesus asks God to pull us together no matter what fiery ordeals we 

encounter.  We have work to do as we join the disciples of Christ and 

spread the gospel message.  So (like Jesus) we need to check in with 

God and be in constant conversation with God about what is 

happening right now, where we are headed, and what we want for the 

people whom God gave us.   
 

Between this prayer and the one from Luke we learn that prayer is not 

about getting what we want but it is about the relationship we have 

with God.  Prayer is meant to deepen that relationship so we can 

speak to God with the same intimacy that we hear today.  It lifts 

prayer from becoming our wish list and turns it into an honest 

conversation with a focus and with a mission.   
 

Jesus was so earnest in his prayer as described in Luke 22 that in that 

painting I could visibly see him surrender his whole body and soul 

into the hands of God.  In John 17 I picture a much more determined 

and resolute Jesus, earnest in prayer as he asks God to protect and 

guard his disciples from the evil one.  The more I thought about this 

passage, everything came down to this … do we have a casual 

relationship with God that calls upon him only when we need 

something?  Or does our relationship reflect a deeper desire on our 

part to be in an active and honest conversation with the divine?   
 

As a parallel, I thought about the phone conversations I have with one 

of my best friends from Pittsburgh.  We talk at least once a week and 

we share what is going on in our personal lives and in our respective 

churches.  When we get off the phone after about 30 minutes I know 

exactly what I need to pray about on behalf of my friend and her 

family and for her church family.  And she knows exactly what to lift 

up in prayer for me.  The conversation alone leads us into prayer.   
 

What if our spiritual exercise for the week was to sit down every day 

for about 30 minutes and talk with God as if God were on the other 

end of our iPhones?  What kinds of things would we say to God?  

And what kinds of things would we hear?   
 

 

 

Two intimate prayers (two honest conversations) between Jesus and 

his heavenly Father as Jesus comes to the hour of his suffering and 

death.  It is the end of the Easter season (and not the end of Lent) yet 

it is always the perfect time to converse with God.   
 

Thursday was Ascension Day.  Jesus has already left us and we wait 

with the disciples for the appearance of the Holy Spirit that we will 

commemorate next Sunday.  In the meanwhile, we need to keep our 

conversation going with God on a consistent basis (and not just when 

we need something).  Our work is not done and we need to call upon 

him when decisions need to be made of whether to stay or go.  Let the 

will of God be done.  Let our prayers be so intimate and honest that it 

truly reflects our relationship with this awesome God.  Amen  

 


