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 "A Time to Hail Mary" 

 

If we printed sermon titles in the bulletin, the heading for today’s sermon would been: “A Time to 

Hail Mary.”  Today is the day each year that is designated as Mary, the Mother of our Lord, because 

August 15th is the traditional date of Mary’s death.   

So, what are Lutherans doing devoting a Sunday to the commemoration of Mary?  Isn’t that more a 

Roman Catholic thing?  I love the charming story of two little boys in a Catholic school in New 

York who were having a mini religious debate in the schoolyard.  "Did you know that Jesus was a 

Jew," one of the boys asked with a hint of dare and challenge in his voice.  "Yes," the other boy 

admitted, "but his Mother was a Catholic!" 

Next to the Roman Catholic teaching about the Pope, the teaching about the Virgin Mary has been 

one of biggest differences between Catholicism and Protestantism.  You can go to Lutheran services 

for months and not hear the name of Mary mentioned except for a quick reference in the Creed – 

“born of the Virgin Mary.” You can find Lutheran congregations named after Saints Matthew and  

Mark and Luke and John  and Paul most anywhere, but you have to look long and hard to find one 

named after Saint Mary.  There are a few, including the one that was a leading church during the 

Reformation, known as St. Mary’s.  This congregation in Wittenberg, Germany became the church 

where Martin Luther preached most of his sermons.    

 That's not so for Catholics, where her name is a vital part of Catholic prayer and devotional life.  

Just think of the "Hail Mary," as it is called for short. 

Oh, to be sure, during football season, we talk a lot about the “Hail Mary,” that last minute 

desperation pass.  Apparently, in a playoff game in the early '70s, Roger Staubach of the Dallas 

Cowboys referred to the winning, all-or-nothing pass at the end of the game as a 'Hail Mary pass.'     

But of course, we're here this morning to spend some time and share some serious thoughts about 

the real Mary, the Mother of our Lord.  To explore a bit why she was chosen to be the Mother of our 

Lord as an angel spoke to her and said, “Hail, O favored one, the Lord is with you!.”  And then a 

few months later when her cousin Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist exclaimed: “Blessed are 

you among women!” 

So, who was this young woman to whom the angel Gabriel spoke the first "Hail, Mary"?  I doubt 

very much that she wore blue and white all the time and walked around with head bowed, like so 

often pictured.  She was a simple girl of Palestinian, peasant origins.  Likely, she possessed an 

uncomplicated faith stemming from her Jewish religious traditions.  Doesn't that make all the more 

awesome God's call to her to be the mother of the Son of God?  I can well imagine that the qualities 

our Lord found in his mother found their way into his Sermon on the Mount when he said, "Blessed 

are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth;  blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God."     



When Almighty God was about to take on the flesh of this earth, it was in her womb where the child 

Jesus was conceived.  Through her birth pangs he was delivered.  In Mary, God found what matters 

most.  Not prestige and power, not exquisite beauty, not intellectual brilliance, but a strong, clear 

desire to hear God's will and do it.   

To "hail Mary" then, is not to make just a passing gesture of respect to her memory.  It is to 

recognize her simple trust. It is to identify with her constant obedience to the will of God.  It is to 

pray that God will do for us as God did with Mary -- keep us humble, grateful, compassionate, 

conscious of the needs of others.  It is to pray that God keeps us always eager and ready to hear the 

Good News that God brings forgiveness and peace and hope to a tired and troubled world. 

 

We thank you, O God, for the witness and faith of Mary, the mother of our Lord, for her devotion 

and her response to her calling.  Help us to be obedient, expecting you to work in our lives, too.  In 

the name of the Son of Mary we pray.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


