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Genesis 15:1-6        Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16      Luke 12:32-40 

 

First of all, thanks to Pastor Sandy and you people at Redeemer for the 

kindness and understanding expressed during the days following my wife 

Geri’s death.  Your words, your sympathy cards, your presence at her 

funeral, your prayers have a way of still giving a lift to each new day. I’m 

grateful to you. 

 

Our Scripture passages this morning centered our thoughts on faith. 

There’s a prayer by Thomas Merton that goes hand-in-glove with those 

Bible verses, so let us use his words as we pray:  

 

“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.  I don’t see the 

road ahead of me.  I can’t know for certain where it will end.  But I 

trust you always, even though I may seem to be lost and in the 

shadow of death.  I will not fear, for you are always with me, and 

you will never leave me to face life’s dangers alone. Amen” 

 

That prayer exposes faith for what it really is: daring to move toward the 

unknown, trusting that the outcome will be good. My wife, Geri, now of 

blessed memory, never tired of quoting a favorite saint of hers, Julian of 

Norwich: “All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things 

shall be well.”   

 

Here again are just a couple of today’s Bible verses that remind us of trust, 

of faith, of commitment. From Hebrews, chapter 11: “When God told 

Abraham to leave home and go far away to another land Abraham obeyed.  

Away he went, not even knowing where he was going.”  And from Luke 

chapter 12: “Don’t be afraid, little flock.  Be dressed for action and have 

your lamps lit.” 

 

I’ve always been rather taken by that statistic that shows how many people 

in this country answer Yes when asked if they believe in God.  Since my 

college days in the 1950’s, and for a couple of decades thereafter, the 

number seemed to around 95 to 96%.  We know that number has been 

decreasing over several decades, and I recently read that it now stands 

around 80-81% of our fellow citizens who profess belief in God.  I doubt 

God is as interested in that statistic as I have been.  God has different 



criteria for measuring faith.  To use the picture from our Gospel lesson, 

Are we dressed for action. Are our lamps lit?  

  

One of our ELCA Bishops told about how an African pastor stayed 

centered on the role faith should play in his life.  This pastor kept some 

words on his desk that were titled: “My Commitment as a Christian” 

 

I’m part of the Fellowship of the Unashamed. 

I have Holy Spirit Power. 

The die is cast.   

I have stepped over the line. The decision has been made.   

I’m a disciple of Jesus. 

I won’t let up, look back, slow down, back away, or be still. 

My past is redeemed. 

My present makes sense. 

My future is secure. 

My face is set, my mission is clear, 

my road is narrow, 

my way is rough, my companions are few, 

my Guide is reliable, my Goal is Heaven. 

I cannot be bought, compromised, delayed, 

 deluded, detoured, lured away, or turned back. 

I won’t give up, shut up, let up 

 until I have stayed up, stored up, prayed up,  

paid up, preached up for the cause of Christ. 

I am a disciple of Jesus. 

I must go till He comes,  

give till I drop, 

 preach till all know, 

 and work till He stops me. 

 

In my younger days, there were Burma Shave signs along the major 

highways.  Every now and then, you’d see these small signs, a series of 4 

or 5 or 6 of them placed 25 or so yards apart, with just a few words on 

each.  I still remember the very practical advice of one of them, still useful 

when driving at night: “Famous last words/about lights that shine/If he 

won’t dim his/I won’t dim mine!”   Another one was closer to the message 

of today’s Bible readings:  It went like this: “As you journey on through 

life, brother/whatever be your goal/keep your eye upon the donut/and not 



upon the hole.”  I had a seminary teacher who would tell us would-be 

preachers much the same thing.  He’d say: “In preaching, the Main Thing 

is to keep the Main Thing the Main Thing.”  In other words, make sure 

you don’t put second things first. Focus on what is of Christ.  Because, as 

our Scripture tells us: “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.” 

 

One of our daughters attended Texas A & M University, the home of the 

Texas Aggies.  She would tell us about the unique experience of being an 

Aggie fan, unique because Aggie fans stand through the entire football 

game.  It’s a tradition going back to 1922.  The Aggies were having a 

great season and went to Dallas for the Dixie Classic.  In the stands was a 

Texas A & M student by the name of E. King Gill.  He had played football 

for the Aggies, though he was now on the A & M basketball team.  That 

day, the Aggie football team was being hard hit with injuries, and by the 

end of the first half, the coach wasn’t sure that he would have 11 able-

bodied players to finish out the game.  He looked up in the stands and 

waved for Gill to come down to the field.  King Gill came down, and the 

coach put an Aggie jersey on him.   “Coach,” Gill said, “if you need me, 

I’m ready to play.” Gill stood on the sidelines throughout the second half 

as what came to be known as the 12th man.  If the coach didn’t have a full 

team of 11 men to put on the field, this 12th man stood ready to play.  So -- 

to this day, the students at Texas A & M stand the whole way through the 

game as the 12th man.  It’s their way of saying, “If you need me, I’m 

ready.”   

 

“Lord, I’m ready.”   Isn’t that what gives faith its powerful place in our 

lives?   The faith that insists We shall not be overcome?  Faith that lasts 

until victory is won?  Where was the victory for Abraham?  Wasn’t it, as 

our lesson from Hebrews tells us, when he claimed God’s promise, took 

that first step -- “and away he went, not having a clue where he was 

going.” Where was the victory for Noah?  Wasn’t it when he claimed 

God’s promise and first started gathering lumber to build the ark?  After 

God’s people had left Egypt, Where was the victory for Moses?  There’s 

an ancient legend that claims it wasn’t that the waters of the Red Sea 

parted and then the people crossed on dry land.  No, it was when Moses 

claimed God’s promise and took the first step toward the Red Sea – then 

the waters divided.  “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen,” we’re told.  



 

I’ve always liked the story that was floating around about George Herbert 

Walker Bush.  The president was visiting a nursing home, where he took 

the hand of an elderly man walking the halls and asked kindly, “Sir, do 

you know who I am?”  The man replied, “No, but if you ask one of the 

nurses, they’ll be able to tell you!”   So, do we know who we are, and why 

we’re here?   

 

John Wesley was asked what he would do if he knew his Lord would 

return the next day.  Wesley said, “I would go to bed and go to sleep, 

wake up in the morning, and go on with my work, for I would want God to 

find me doing what he had put me here to do.”   

 

Perhaps we can take something from those words that helped that African 

Pastor remember his reason for being. Maybe they can help us put our 

faith and hope and love to good use in a world where faith and hope and 

love are constantly challenged: 

 

The die is cast.  The decision has been made. 

I am a disciple of Jesus. 

I won’t let up, look back, slow down,  

back away, or be still. 

I won’t give up, shut up, let up 

until I have stayed up, stored up, prayed up, and preached 

up for the cause of Christ. 

I must go till He comes, give till I drop, 

 preach till all know, 

 and work till He stops me. 

 

As Julian of Norwich said: “All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all 

manner of things shall be well.”  That’s where faith takes us.  Amen. 

 

 

And the peace of God, which passes all human understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds through Christ Jesus, to life eternal.  Amen 


