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Author  

Zephaniah 1:1 – Normally two generations are listed but here we have four generations 

Son of Cushi   In Hebrew the word means African 

Son of Gedaliah 

Son of Amariah 

Son of Hezekiah   Refers to the king of Judah from 715-687 BCE 

Zephaniah means Yahweh protects 

Given his knowledge of the city and its temple rites he must have been in Jerusalem 

Influenced by the political and religious message associated with King Hezekiah 

Also influenced by the prophets Isaiah and Micah 

Contemporaries would have been the prophets Nahum and Jeremiah 

Book consists of 9 oracles  

1st prophetic voice to be raised in Judah since the time of Isaiah 

 

Date – During the reign of King Josiah (640-609 BCE) 

 

Zephaniah 1:2 – 2:4   Oracles against Judah and Jerusalem  

Verses 2-6 God makes a first-person announcement of universal destruction  

1st Oracle God will break in on human history to do justice to the nations (especially Judah) 

  It is a reversal of the order of creation as found in Genesis 1:20-26 

  Judah broke the Sinai covenant (worship God alone and not serve other gods) 
 

Verses 7-13 Prophet introduces the day of the Lord  

2nd Oracle God is the high priest about to offer a sacrifice  

  The invited guests are the designated armies of destruction  

  The day of the Lord (the actual appearance of God to perform the sacrifice) 

  Verses 7-9 center on the sins of the leaders  

  Verses 10-11 center on the effect the wrath of God will have upon the people 

  Verses 12-13 God reappears to search Jerusalem to expose the complacent ones 

  

Verses 14-18 The great day is fast approaching and God comes as the destroying warrior 

3rd Oracle The graphic details show the devastation that is to take place  

  The first biblical reference to the day of the Lord is found in Amos 5 

  In Amos it is a cultic ceremony (the people expect God to do battle with enemies) 

  In Zephaniah the people are the enemies of God because of their disobedience 

A final judgment day for those who have broken the covenant with God  

The opposite of love is not hate but indifference and apathy 

 

Complacency is a blight that saps energy, dulls attitudes, and causes a drain on the brain 

The first symptom is satisfaction with things as they are 

The second is rejection of things as they might be 

Quote: Good enough become today’s watchword and tomorrow’s standard 

And Zephaniah added that it gets in the way of spiritual growth 

 



Verses 2:1-4 It is addressed to sinful Judah as a last ditch effort to wake up the community 

4th Oracle  God pleads for the people to turn and be saved from the destruction 

  Last verse in this section shows the fate of Judah’s neighbors 

  Earlier there were stern warnings but now we hear an impassioned plea 

 

Zephaniah 2:5-3:8  Oracles against the Nations 

Section is a pronouncement of doom against Israel and Judah’s neighbors because of their sins 

Prior to Amos any curse against a foreign nation appeared to be a sign of blessing for Israel 

But Amos was one of the first to list Israel as one of the enemies of God 

In the same way Zephaniah tells of the divine wrath spilling over onto these nations  

 

Verses 5-15 The nations listed move outward according to their geographical location to Judah 

5th Oracle Emotions from anger for what they did  to a lament over impending destruction 

 

Verses 3:1-5 This is an oracle against Jerusalem 

6th Oracle Jerusalem has rebuked the prophet and rejected God  

  The corruption of the city is linked directly to the leaders 

  Ends with an affirming statement of God’s continuing presence for good 

 

Verses 6-8 God now addresses the city in the first-person 

7th Oracle God does not recount the terrible things the people have done 

  Destruction on other cities is cited with the hope Jerusalem will change its ways 

  But the city does not correct its behavior 

  God announces a final sentence of universal destruction by fire 

   

Zephaniah 3:9-20  Oracles of Promise  

Verses 9-13 There is a significant change in tone and content from doom to promises of hope 

8th Oracle The threat of universal destruction is reversed 

  The promise of a new age is for Judah’s faithful remnant 

  The idolatry and skepticism have been removed by God  

  The faithful will be in a state of blessing as they keep their covenant with God 

  They were not spared the day of the Lord but had the resources to come through it 

  It was not their end but rather their new age 

  When fear is swept away then all things become possible 

 

Verses 14-20 A call to Jerusalem 

9th Oracle  The city is to rejoice that its sentence of destruction has been lifted  

  God (the King of Israel) is in their midst 

  God speaks to the people again in the first-person 

  There is restoration and return for the oppressed, the lame, and the outcast 

  The promise is for all the peoples of the earth 

  All the main characters in the oracles of Zephaniah are present in these verses 

  New message: Joy in the message of God  

 

 

 



Author  

Haggai 1:1 – Little is known about the prophet (there is no family name or other information) 

Haggai means making a pilgrimage  

He is remembered as a prophet with authority based on his title being used 5 times 

He presented a message of hope grounded in the hard reality of a destroyed land  

He was closely linked to Zechariah in Ezra 5-6 

 

Date  
The work of Haggai was concentrated between August 20, 520 BCE and December 18, 520 BCE 

Book was compiled before 515 BCE when the work of the Temple was completed 

Jerusalem was still recovering from the devastation of 587 BCE 

After the exile the Temple became the center of social and economic activity 

Land distribution took on a new look in the post-exilic community 

Land was shared with those families who had once been landowners 

The prophet was to press the need to rebuild the Temple and he did this vigorously 

Rebuild the Temple and give testimony to the reign of God (present and future) 

Work of people always points to the fulfillment of God’s purpose 

 

Haggai 1   Setting Priorities 

Verses 1-11 The people have failed to rebuild the Temple (a project begun 18 years earlier) 

  Haggai contrasts the houses of the people with the ruined Temple of the Lord 

  The people had finished dwellings while the Lord’s house is desolate and in ruins 

  The people face a devastating drought 

  The implication is that their circumstances could be different if they would obey 

  The Lord would be honored by their work 

 

Verses 12-15 The prophetic word was received and acted upon with the aid of God’s Spirit 

  In response to the prophetic word the leaders and people obeyed the Lord 

  Obedience and fear are strongly emphasized in this passage 

  Hearing required a response of obedience 

  Fear is a profound sense of awe that acknowledges the presence of the Lord  

  It acknowledges God as God  

 

Haggai 2   Build to the Glory of God  

Verses 1-9 Work had begun on the rebuilding project but some of the people were critical 

  Older members of the community did not have anything good to say  

  60 years had passed and they could still remember what the Temple looked like 

  Haggai challenged them to have confidence in what God was about to do 

God was in their midst and they had nothing to fear 

The Lord of hosts was about to act again 

This was not the day of the Lord but the treasures of the nation will come 

They are to take courage and continue their work 

 

 

 



The task of each generation is to take courage in the goodness of God and to work on behalf of 

God’s purpose.  Loyalty and dedication are measured by the degree of willingness to stick to the 

task.  Discouragement and depression are contagious and need to be resisted.  Haggai was certain 

that whatever the restored Temple was to be, it would be better than the heap of stones now 

standing in Jerusalem’s center.  God wanted dedication to the task, not nostalgia for the past. 

 

Verses 10-19 The issue of cultic holiness or contamination is not relevant today 

  We can understand their apprehension  

  But what was at stake was their attitude  

  To come before God as if nothing was wrong was offensive to God  

  Knowing what is acceptable to God and choosing something different is wrong 

  Those who come before God with an uncaring attitude concerns God 

 

Verses 20-23 The Lord is about to shake the heavens and the earth 

  God chooses Zerubbabel (governor of Judah) as the agent of God 

  The Lord made Zerubbabel like a signet ring (made it legally binding) 

  The main concern was the rebuilding of the Temple but also the reign of God  

  Israel was always tempted to believe that the Lord was concerned only with Israel 

  God is able to shake the foundations of the universe and to overthrow kingdoms 

  Haggai is confident that God will lead the people into the future 

  God works through people  

 

Haggai 1:1  August 29, 520 BCE 

Haggai 1:15a  September 21, 520 BCE 

Haggai 2:1  October 17, 520 BCE 

Haggai 2:10   December 18, 520 BCE 

Haggai 2:20  December 18, 520 BCE 
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