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Author  

Zechariah 1:1 and 7 – Son of Berechiah, son of Iddo   

The book of Ezra describes Zechariah as a close colleague of Haggai  

Ezra never mentions one without the other (Ezra 5:1-2 and 6:14) 

 

Date – During the reign of Darius (king of Persia) (Between 520-518 BCE) 

 

Chapters 1-8 First Zechariah 

  Zechariah has eight visions  

  Followed by a long sermon on fasting and celebration 

Chapters 9-14 Second Zechariah 

  These chapters contain no datable references to specific events or individuals 

  Assumed it was written in the fifth century BCE 

  It leans on Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and themes from First Zechariah 

  War resumes but there is the promise of restoration and re-creation  

 

Zechariah is apocalyptic in nature (Greek word – revelation)  

It is an unveiling or unfolding of things not previously known 

Found in Joel, Zechariah, Isaiah 24-27 and 33, and the Book of Daniel 

 

First Zechariah 

Zechariah 1:2-6    A Plea to Return   

The book starts with a brief sermon that serves as a preface to the visions that follow  

It is also connected to the much longer sermon found in Chapters 7 and 8 

Zechariah urged the people to repent so that the Lord would return to them 

The former prophets spoke the same message to their ancestors but they did not listen 

But these people did repent and that distinguishes them from their ancestors  

Verse 4  Refers to Jeremiah 25:5  

Verse 6a  Refers to Deuteronomy 28:45 

 

Zechariah 1:7-6:15  Eight Visions 

1:7-17  The Horsemen 

1st Vision Zechariah sees a horseman who is later identified as the angel of the Lord 

  The other horsemen are sent by the Lord to patrol the earth 

  When they return they report that the whole earth remains at peace 

  Angel of the Lord asks God to grant mercy to Jerusalem and the cities of Judah 

  The Lord replied with gracious and comforting words 

  Zechariah points to the restoration of the world  

  He envisioned a new reality for the present day 

   

  God’s jealousy is based on his love and concern for his people 

 

 



1:18-21 The Horns and the Smiths 

2nd Vision  The focus moves from the whole earth to Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem 

  The Lord is once again angry at the nations 

  The powerful nations will have their power removed 

  The smiths will throw down the raised horns but not destroy the nations 

  Their capacity for violent oppression will be cut off   

   

2:1-13  The Man with a Measuring Line  

3rd Vision Zachariah sees a surveyor and asks him where he is going 

  The surveyor is to determine the length and width of Jerusalem 

  Measurements are intended for the construction of a wall to enclose Jerusalem 

  But the reality is that the Lord will be the wall of fire around Jerusalem 

   

  Verses 6-13 concern Babylon and Zion  

These verses are a call for the people to pay attention 

The people are urged to escape to Zion and out of Babylon (one of the horns) 

 

3:1-10  Joshua and Satan 

4th Vision  The same angel now speaks to Joshua  

  Satan stands at his right hand to accuse him but God rebukes Satan 

  Just as the Lord restores Jerusalem so God also restores Joshua 

  The angel of the Lord calls for the clothes of Joshua to be removed 

  His new clothes will be festival / royal apparel 

  He could never make himself fit for the divine office but God makes him fit 

  The symbols of branch and stone signify the restoration of the nation 

   

4:1-14  The Lampstand and Olive Trees  

5th Vision  In this vision Zechariah is awoken by the angel of the Lord  

  Before the angel interprets the imagery he delivers a message to Zerubbabel  

  Zerubbabel was the governor of Judah (also mentioned throughout Haggai) 

He will act as the temple builder and will complete the project 

He represents the dawn of the messianic age 

He is to put himself in the service of the Spirit of God  

 

5:1-4  The Flying Scroll  

6th Vision Zechariah sees a flying scroll 

  The scroll has precise dimensions and its range extends beyond Jerusalem 

  He is not concerned with any external threat but internal corruption 

  The corruption is stealing and false tesimony 

  The flying scroll symbolizes the threat and its elimination 

   

5:5-11  The Woman in a Basket 

7th Vision  A new threat is wickedness which is removed by two winged women 

  They lifted the basket and took it to the land of Shinar (Babylonia) 

  In Shinar they would build a house for the woman in a basket 

 



6:1-8  Four Chariots  

8th Vision  Zechariah sees a created world ordered by the rule of God and purpose 

  The four winds of heaven go out after presenting themselves before the Lord  

  The Lord of hosts instructs them to patrol the earth (takes us back to the 1st vision) 

 

6:9-15  The Coronation of the Branch 

  We leave the world of visions and receive an oracle with instructions 

  There is the coronation of the Branch and the construction of the Temple 

  Zechariah offers a clear hope in the accomplishments of God  

  He testifies to his powerful and unwavering faith in God … 

if the people diligently obey the voice of the Lord their God  

 

7:1-8:23 A Long Sermon on Fasting and Celebration  

  It is almost two years after the word of the Lord had come to Zechariah 

  Now a sermon is inspired  

He refers to the day when the foundation of the temple was laid 

The temple was clearly important to Zechariah but …  

The point of the sermon was to convince them of what God had done 

It is aimed at persuading them to adopt a new understanding of itself  

It is all based on the actions and intentions of God  

 

Second Zechariah   

Zechariah 9    

Verses 1-8  God’s judgment on the enemies of Israel  

Verses 9-10   The entry of the king of Zion  

   Verse 9 – reminds us of Palm Sunday 

 

These verses represent an eschatological vision of restoration 

It invites us to relate memory with hope – past and future 

The Lord’s march to the temple involves both war and peace but both are determined by God  

The ultimate goal and purpose is peace  

 

Verses 11-17  War resumes for the sake of ultimate peace 

 

Judah and Israel are freed from the threat of oppression  

The people of Zion remain prisoners so restoration remains unfinished  

The peace for Zion is provisional until the prisoners are free 

The signs of peace and restoration will be the abundance of grain and wine 

 

Zechariah 10 

The Restoration of Judah and Israel 

This chapter fully endorses the restoration envisioned in Chapter 9 

God will strengthen the house of Judah and it includes the restoration of Ephraim  

Their hope is centered on the mercy of the Lord and his compassion  

Because I am Yahweh – God has the capacity to change  

 



Zechariah 11 

This short poem combines two kinds of imagery – trees and the shepherds 

The trees function as figures of power and pride  

The Lord detests the shepherds because of their behavior 

He broke the staff named Favor – Annuls the covenant 

Verse 13 – 30 shekels of silver reminds us of the bribe that Judas accepted 

He broke the staff named Unity – Annuls the family ties with Judah and Israel 

 

The word of the Lord calls Zechariah to enact the lamentable history of Israel’s shepherds 

It is a bleak picture of the life of the people of God 

 

Zechariah 12 

The chapter opens with a future battle involving the nations of the earth against Jerusalem 

Judah will conquer all of the surrounding people  

Zechariah (enacting the role of shepherd) broke the covenant with the people  

All the people come to prey on Jerusalem and Judah alone is left to act in its defense 

12:8-13:1 has close ties to the House of David found in earlier books of the Bible 

 

Zechariah 13 

In the first part of the chapter (vs. 2-6) the prophets and their prophecies are removed 

In the second part (vs. 7-9) an oracle addressed to a sword will strike the Lord’s shepherds 

The picture is again bleak 

It describes a situation in which prophecy disappears  

The shepherd is struck down and the flock is scattered 

There is a remnant that will remain – God’s own purified people 

 

Zechariah 14 

The final and dramatic vision of Second Zechariah 

All the nations come to Jerusalem for war 

This time they come because God gathers them – it is the day of the Lord (vs. 4-9) Advent 1 

The division that takes place occurs as part of the reordering that is necessary 

It prepares them for the holiness that will ultimately characterize Jerusalem and Judah  

All the nations are included in the celebration of the Lord’s kingship 

Everything in Jerusalem and Judah is included in the sphere of holiness 

 

Messianic Prophecies 

Chapters 7-14 

 

These chapters helped the writers of the Gospel understand the suffering, death, and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ.  Much of the Book of Revelation is also colored by images in Zechariah. 
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