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Wisdom Literature: Job 
 

Overview:  

 

The Book of Job is thought to be the oldest book of the bible written between 2000 BCE 

and 1800 BCE.  It is considered a narrative historical text in that it offers historical insight into 

God’s actions in this world specifically God’s actions with God’s people.  The key characters of 

the text are God, Satan, Job and his four “friends,” Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, and later Elihu.  

 

The general outline of this text is as follows:  

 

Chapters 1-3: We are told Job is a good and upright man who is faithful to God.  He has a wife, a 

large family, and lots of livestock and land.  The story goes that Satan appears before God and 

God’s heavenly beings.  God brags to Satan about Job and his goodness yet Satan claims that Job 

is only good because he has been so abundantly blessed.  God and Satan make a bet that even if 

Satan were to take everything from Job, he will remain faithful to God.  So, Satan gets to work 

with the only stipulation from, that he cannot take Job’s life.   

 Satan takes Job’s family, his livestock, and his health, yet Job does not lose faith in God.  

Instead, we witness as after the loss he praises God saying, “Naked I came from my mother’s 

womb, and naked shall I return there; the LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be 

the name of the LORD.” (Job 1:21) 

 Jobs three friends come on the scene and try to comfort and console Job after all his loss.  

They ripped their robes, whaled out loud, and sat with Job for seven days and seven nights.  Job 

in great pain does not curse God but Job curses the day he was born.  

 

Chapters 4-37: In the next several chapters we witness Job’s friends try to explain why this loss 

has taken place in his life.  They claim it must be his sinful nature or possibly his guilt or maybe 

his lack of religion or perhaps it’s because he was wicked.  With each false claim, however, Job 

maintains his integrity and holds faith in God.   

The fourth friend of Job, Elihu, rebukes Job’s other friends for their responses to Job’s 

loss but then offers his own theological reflections on Job’s issues.  Elihu claims that God shows 

his love through visions and physical pain.  Elihu states that Job will realize this once he suffers 

enough to understand God’s love. 

 

Chapters 38-42: In these final chapters God knows that Job has received poor council from his 

friends and teaches him that humans do not know everything about God.  To prove this point 

God asks Job a series of questions that only God would know.  God asks, “Have you an arm like 

God, and can you thunder with a voice like his?” (Job 40:9) and “Can you draw out 

Leviathan with a fishhook, or press down its tongue with a cord?” (Job 41:1) 

 Job once again praises God and shows his faithfulness to God.  Job’s friends are 

humiliated in front of God, and it is Jobs sacrifice before God that clears them of their “folly.”  

The chapter concludes as God restores Job to wholeness two-fold.  
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Discussion: Job as Wisdom Literature: 

 

Focusing on the idea that Wisdom literature helps us understand the basics of human life and 

how we are to interact with God and God’s people let us discuss Job as Wisdom literature. 

 

Job 1: 9-11 

 
9 Then Satan answered the LORD, “Does Job fear God for nothing? 10 Have you not put a fence 

around him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his 

hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 11 But stretch out your hand now, and 

touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.” 12 The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, 

all that he has is in your power; only do not stretch out your hand against him!”  

 

Discussion:  What is gained from this interaction between God and Satan? What do we learn in 

terms of gaining Wisdom from it?  Battle between Good and evil? God’s confidence in God’s 

people? Or, does this section bother us so much that we simply hold it in the narrative sense? 

 

Job 4:5-6 
 

5 But now it has come to you, and you are impatient; it touches you, and you are dismayed. 6 Is 

not your fear of God your confidence, and the integrity of your ways your hope? 7 “Think now, 

who that was innocent ever perished? Or where were the upright cut off? 

  

Discussion: As Eliphaz offer his thoughts on Job’s situation, claiming Job in not innocent and 

later as Bildad claims Job should repent, what does this tell us about our understanding of God’s 

judgment or rath? Does our understanding hold true when we think of the final chapters of Job?  

 

Job 11:2-4 

 
2 “Should a multitude of words go unanswered, and should one full of talk be vindicated? 
3 Should your babble put others to silence, and when you mock, shall no one shame you? 4 For 

you say, ‘My conduct is pure, and I am clean in God’s sight.’ 

 

Discussion: Zophar claims that Job is clearly guilty of something and clearly deserved the 

punishment he received.  How does this understanding of Zophar’s thoughts around God, guilt, 

and punishment inform our understanding of what those who have “sinned” “deserve?” 

 

Job 15: 2-4   
 

2 “Should the wise answer with windy knowledge, and fill themselves with the east wind? 
3 Should they argue in unprofitable talk, or in words with which they can do no good? 4 But you 

are doing away with the fear of God, and hindering meditation before God. 

 

Discussion: Eliphaz claims that Job has endured such hardships because he no longer fears God.  

How does this inform our understanding of “fearing” the Lord? 
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God’s Final Answer:  

 

In chapters 38-41 God responds to Job by showing the magnitude that is God. Asking questions 

throughout, we get the sense that God is asking Job and his friends about their understanding of 

God’s actions in this world. 

 

Read vss. 38:2-15; 33-41/ 39:1-6/ 40:9-11/ 41:1-11 

 

Discussion: In these verses, God’s dominion is revealed but it is not one of rath but of grace.  

Where do you see the grace in God’s response to Job and how does that offer Wisdom to God’s 

interaction with God’s people.   

 

Chapter 42: 

 

Discussion: What final understanding of Wisdom do we gain from Job’s continual repentance, 

his friend’s final realization of their poor theology, and God’s outpouring of blessings on Job 

once again?  

   


