The Readings for April 14:
Reading: Isaiah 50:4–9a
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today's reading
describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant
does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God's steadfast love.
The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens —
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

4

Reading: Philippians 2:5–11
Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God even to the point of death. Following Christ's
example, we do not seek personal status or glory but care for others as God cared for us in Christ's death.

5

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

6

who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7

but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,

8

he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.

9

Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,

10

so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

11

and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Gospel: Luke 19:41-44
As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42saying, "If you, even
you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But
now they are hidden from your eyes. 43Indeed, the days will come upon you,
when your enemies will set up ramparts around you and surround you, and
hem you in on every side. 44They will crush you to the ground, you and your
children within you, and they will not leave within you one stone upon
another; because you did not recognize the time of your visitation from
God."
41

