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Discovery:  

The Gospel of Mary Magdalene was found in Cairo, Egypt around 1896 by the German scholar, 

Dr. Carl Reinhardt.  Along with this text, the papyrus of the Revelation of John and Wisdom of 

Jesus Christ were also acquired from the Coptic church.  Although intrigued and excited by his 

find Reinhardt never officially translated the text.   

In 1955 another copy or codex of 

these three writing was 

discovered – called the Nag 

Hammadi Collection and this 

was the first official translation 

of the text.   The Nag Hammadi 

is the most complete codex of 

writings to date.  

Not all of the Gospel of Mary 

Magdalene was able to be 

recovered.  Pages 1-6 containing 

chapters 1-3 could not be 

recovered.  We have intact and 

legible chapters 4, 5, 8, and 9.  

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel of Mary, discovered in 1896. P. Oxyrhynchus L 3525, 

 Papyrology Room, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford 

 

So who was Mary Magdalene: 

There are many Marys named throughout the gospels, but we know that Mary Magdalene is 

someone from early on in Jesus’ ministry.  The designation of “Magdalene” indicates her home 

of origin.  Scholars conclude that this designation places Mary most likely from Magdala a small 

town outside Galilee and close to Nazareth.    



Mary Magdalene has a storied past, but one has to 

wonder if the popular opinion of her initial lifestyle is 

biblically accurate or even biblically based?  

Examining the Gospels, we witness Mary as a 

prominent character throughout Jesus’ ministry but 

especially at Jesus’ crucifixion, burial, and 

resurrection.  Mark 15:40-41 and Matthew 27:55-56 

places Mary at Jesus’ crucifixion.  Mark 15:47 and 

Matthew 27:61 place her as Jesus’ body is laid in the 

tomb.  In Luke 23:49, 55-56 her presence is implied 

at both the crucifixion and burial but not specifically 

stated.  Finally, in all three of the synoptic gospel 

accounts, Mary is present too at the empty tomb on 

Easter morning but it is in John that she takes center 

stage in telling the world of the good news of Jesus’ 

resurrection. 

 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07/the-icon-of-the-magdalene/ 

 

Later Gnostic Christian writings also place Mary Magdalene in a place of prominence as one of 

Jesus’ disciples.  Some, like last week’s Gospel of Philip and this week’s Gospel of Mary, 

consider Mary Magdalene as a close friend and maybe even spouse.  Scholars do push back on 

this notion, claiming that she was more than likely Jesus’ spiritual companion rather than that of 

a companion on a deeper level.   

The inaccurate designation of prostitute did not come about until the 6th century by Pope Gregory 

the Great.  In an effort to combine the actions of several Marys and women from the gospels to 

include the “woman sinner” who anoints Jesus’ feet in Luke 7 – Mary Magdalene became a 

sinner.  According to the Women’s Bible Commentary, Pope Gregory the Great, “not only 

identifies Mary Magdalene as sinful but specifies that her sinfulness was sexual in nature. In a 

homily on Luke’s Gospel, he writes: This woman, whom Luke calls a sinner, John names Mary.  

I believe that she is the same Mary of whom Mark says that seven demons had been cast out… It 

is evident, my friends, that a woman who had earlier been eager for actions which are not 

allowed had used the ointment as a scent for her own body. What she has earlier used 

disgracefully for herself she now laudably offered for the Lord… She converted the number of 

her faults into the number of virtues, so that she could serve God as completely in repentance as 

she had rejected him in sin.”  

This unfortunate classification by Pope Gregory has stuck with Mary Magdalene throughout the 

centuries.  It hasn’t been until a recent scholarly investigation, within the last ten years, that this 

designation has been challenged. 

Mary Magdalene’s place within scripture and early Christian writings has been that of a faithful 

servant and first preacher of the Gospel. 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2013/07/the-icon-of-the-magdalene/


A deeper look at the text:  

The Gospel According to Mary Magdalene 

(The Gospel of Mary)  

(Pages 1 to 6 of the manuscript, containing chapters 1 - 3, are lost.  The extant text starts on 

page 7...) 

--- 

Chapter four is understood to comprise a section of the gospel holding Jesus’ final teachings. 

This chapter picks up mid-stream of thought and is understood to be during a period of time 

between the resurrection and ascension of Christ.  We can think of this section in a similar 

manner to the upper room where Jesus reappears to his disciple behind locked doors.  The risen 

Lord is taking time to teach his disciples once again. The apostles gathered around are asking 

Jesus questions and trying to gain deeper insight into his teachings. We hear about the 

interwovenness of nature, discussion about sin and its origin with humanity, the “Good” that 

came into the world for sin’s sake, and a sending out of sorts.  

Discussion:  

Where in chapter four do you witness gospel or good news? 

Are there areas of similarity with the canonical gospels you see? 

Are there verses that seem off or confusing? 

--- 

Chapter 4 

. . . Will matter then be destroyed or not? 

22) The Savior said, All nature, all formations, all creatures exist in and with one another, and 

they will be resolved again into their own roots. 

23) For the nature of matter is resolved into the roots of its own nature alone. 

24) He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 

25) Peter said to him, Since you have explained everything to us, tell us this also: What is the sin 

of the world? 

26) The Savior said There is no sin, but it is you who make sin when you do the things that are 

like the nature of adultery, which is called sin. 



27) That is why the Good came into your midst, to the essence of every nature in order to restore 

it to its root. 

28) Then He continued and said, That is why you become sick and die, for you are deprived of 

the one who can heal you. 

29) He who has a mind to understand, let him understand. 

30) Matter gave birth to a passion that has no equal, which proceeded from something contrary 

to nature. Then there arises a disturbance in its whole body. 

31) That is why I said to you, Be of good courage, and if you are discouraged be encouraged in 

the presence of the different forms of nature. 

32) He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 

33) When the Blessed One had said this, He greeted them all,saying, Peace be with you. Receive 

my peace unto yourselves. 

34) Beware that no one lead you astray saying Lo here or lo there! For the Son of Man is within 

you. 

35) Follow after Him! 

36) Those who seek Him will find Him. 

37) Go then and preach the gospel of the Kingdom. 

38) Do not lay down any rules beyond what I appointed you, and do not give a law like the 

lawgiver lest you be constrained by it. 

39) When He said this He departed. 

--- 

In 5:1-4, we see a response to chapter four’s questions and reveals Mary offering encouragement 

to the other disciples.  We see as Mary’s confidence and assurance turn the weeping disciples’ 

hearts to “Good” and they return to a state of happiness.  Scholars believe that the text indicates 

that perhaps Jesus has left them alone once again. 

 

Chapter 5 

1) But they were grieved. They wept greatly, saying, How shall we go to the Gentiles and preach 

the gospel of the Kingdom of the Son of Man? If they did not spare Him, how will they spare us? 



2) Then Mary stood up, greeted them all, and said to her brethren, Do not weep and do not 

grieve nor be irresolute, for His grace will be entirely with you and will protect you. 

3) But rather, let us praise His greatness, for He has prepared us and made us into Men. 

4) When Mary said this, she turned their hearts to the Good, and they began to discuss the words 

of the Savior. 

--- 

In 5:5-11 we hear as Peter ask’s Mary to reveal the knowledge which Jesus shared with her.  

Mary shares her vision of the soul’s progress and talks of a mind between the soul and spirit.  

Discussion:  

Clearly, there are gnostic portions to this section, how do you understand the language of the 

power of the mind.  

--- 

5) Peter said to Mary, Sister we know that the Savior loved you more than the rest of woman. 

6) Tell us the words of the Savior which you remember which you know, but we do not, nor have 

we heard them. 

7) Mary answered and said, What is hidden from you I will proclaim to you. 

8) And she began to speak to them these words: I, she said, I saw the Lord in a vision and I said 

to Him, Lord I saw you today in a vision. He answered and said to me, 

9) Blessed are you that you did not waver at the sight of Me. For where the mind is there is the 

treasure. 

10) I said to Him, Lord, how does he who sees the vision see it, through the soul or through the 

spirit? 

11) The Savior answered and said, He does not see through the soul nor through the spirit, but 

the mind that is between the two that is what sees the vision and it is [...] 

--- 

(pages 11 - 14 are missing from the manuscript) 

--- 



In chapter eight we again pick up in the middle of a thought offered by Mary on teachings shared 

with her from Christ.  Scholars believe this dialogue surrounds a lesson on what challenges the 

soul’s passing or non-passing (from this world?).  Scholars were able to decipher from portions 

of the scroll that there are four powers of wrath and the fourth has seven trials that challenge the 

soul, they are: darkness, desire, ignorance, zeal for death, the kingdom of the flesh, the wisdom 

of the flesh, and anger.  

Discussion:  

Is there anything gained from the “wisdom” in these passages? 

How does the language of bound and unbound relate with our understanding of grace?   

--- 

 

Chapter 8: 

. . . it. 

10) And desire said, I did not see you descending, but now I see you ascending. Why do you lie 

since you belong to me? 

11) The soul answered and said, I saw you. You did not see me nor recognize me. I served you as 

a garment and you did not know me. 

12) When it said this, it (the soul) went away rejoicing greatly. 

13) Again it came to the third power, which is called ignorance. 

14) The power questioned the soul, saying, Where are you going? In wickedness are you bound. 

But you are bound; do not judge! 

15) And the soul said, Why do you judge me, although I have not judged? 

16) I was bound, though I have not bound. 

17) I was not recognized. But I have recognized that the All is being dissolved, both the earthly 

things and the heavenly. 

18) When the soul had overcome the third power, it went upwards and saw the fourth power, 

which took seven forms. 

19) The first form is darkness, the second desire, the third ignorance, the fourth is the excitement 

of death, the fifth is the kingdom of the flesh, the sixth is the foolish wisdom of flesh, the seventh 

is the wrathful wisdom. These are the seven powers of wrath. 



20) They asked the soul, Whence do you come slayer of men, or where are you going, conqueror 

of space? 

21) The soul answered and said, What binds me has been slain, and what turns me about has 

been overcome, 

22) and my desire has been ended, and ignorance has died. 

23) In a aeon I was released from a world, and in a Type from a type, and from the fetter of 

oblivion which is transient. 

24) From this time on will I attain to the rest of the time, of the season, of the aeon, in silence. 

--- 

In this final section, we hear first as Mary’s vision is challenged by Andrew and Peter.  They 

challenge the visions on the basis of its contents and the disclosure to Mary as a woman. Levi 

stands up for Mary and reminds the other disciples of Jesus’ love for Mary which was greater 

than that of the others.  The disciples are then sent out to preach the gospel.  

Discussion: 

How do you receive the interaction between Andrew, Peter, and Mary?  What does it say about 

its placement within the text? Why did Peter ask Mary to share this knowledge if he wasn’t 

going to accept it? 

Do’s the evangelical sending still make this text gnostic? 

 

Chapter 9 

1) When Mary had said this, she fell silent, since it was to this point that the Savior had spoken 

with her. 

2) But Andrew answered and said to the brethren, Say what you wish to say about what she has 

said. I at least do not believe that the Savior said this. For certainly these teachings are strange 

ideas. 

3) Peter answered and spoke concerning these same things. 

4) He questioned them about the Savior: Did He really speak privately with a woman and not 

openly to us? Are we to turn about and all listen to her? Did He prefer her to us? 

5) Then Mary wept and said to Peter, My brother Peter, what do you think? Do you think that I 

have thought this up myself in my heart, or that I am lying about the Savior? 



6) Levi answered and said to Peter, Peter you have always been hot tempered. 

7) Now I see you contending against the woman like the adversaries. 

8) But if the Savior made her worthy, who are you indeed to reject her? Surely the Savior knows 

her very well. 

9) That is why He loved her more than us. Rather let us be ashamed and put on the perfect Man, 

and separate as He commanded us and preach the gospel, not laying down any other rule or 

other law beyond what the Savior said. 

10) And when they heard this they began to go forth to proclaim and to preach. 

 

The Gospel of Mary 

 

 


