
   

 
  

At a person’s death, the church shares the grief of those who mourn  
and remembers the brevity of our life on earth.   

At the service we give voice to sorrow, thank God for our loved one,  
and entrust this companion of ours into the hands of God.  

 
Trusting in God’s promise in baptism that we are claimed by Christ forever,  

we rest in the sure hope of the resurrection.  
 

When the church gathers to mark the end of life,  
Christ crucified and risen is the witness of worship,  

the strength of mutual consolation, and the hope of healing. 

In memory of 

Andrew (Drew) Bennett Stieg 
April 18, 2002 – March 16, 2023 

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, McLean, Virginia 

March 26, 2023  2:00 pm 
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THE SERVICE 
 

Prelude 
 

 
Gathering 
Please stand. 

Pastor Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the source of all mercy and the God of all consolation.   
He comforts us in all our sorrows  
so that we can comfort others in their sorrows  
with the consolation we ourselves have received from God. 

Congregation Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Remembrance of Baptism 

Pastor When we were baptized in Christ Jesus,  
we were baptized into his death.   
We were buried therefore with him  
by Baptism into death,  
so that as Christ was raised from the dead  
by the glory of the Father,  
we too might live a new life.   
For if we have been united with him in a death like his,  
we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

 Hymn 
  All sing. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you, 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Let us pray. 

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother, Drew.  
We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love as a companion in our 
pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give 
us faith to see that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are 
gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation   Amen. 
Please be seated. 

Eulogies  
 Forrest N. Stieg, Brother 
 Forrest R. Stieg, Father  

Isaiah 40:28-31 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 
He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 
Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 
but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not faint.  

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

Special Music 
“One More Light” by Linkin Parks  

 
Scripture Readings 

From among Drew’s other siblings, Alexa and Griffin,  

sister-in-law Ashley Stieg and cousins, Madison and Nolan Devine, 

we will now hear God’s Word. 

Philippians 3:12-16        
A reading from Philippians. 
 
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own but this 
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us then who are mature be of the 
same mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal to you. Only let us hold fast 
to what we have attained.  

Reader Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon    
Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Gospel Reading 
Please stand.  

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Gospel:  John 14:1-6a 
 
Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house there are many 
dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 
also. And you know the way to the place where I am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life.  
      
 Pastor  The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Revelation 7:9-17        
A reading from Book of Revelation. 
 
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 
palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, 
"Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen." 
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have they 
come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they 
who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the   
blood of the Lamb. 
For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
and worship him day and night within his temple, 
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."  

 
Reader Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

Special Music 
“Hallelujah” by Leonard Cohen   
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Hymn of the Day  
Please stand. 
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Apostles' Creed    
  Pastor  God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.  

  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

 
 Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.   
Amen. 
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Pastor Almighty God, grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and 
resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life and that through the grave and 
gate of death we may pass with him to our joyful resurrection. 

Congregation  Hear us, Lord. 
 
Pastor Grant to us who are still in our journey, and who walk as yet by faith, that your Holy 

Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all of our days. 
Congregation  Hear us, Lord. 
 
Pastor Grant us the forgiveness of all our sins so that we may serve you with a quiet mind. 
Congregation  Hear us, Lord. 
 
Pastor Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care as we cast all our sorrows 

on you. Give us the consolation of your love. 
Congregation  Hear us, Lord. 
 
Pastor Give courage and faith to those who mourn, that they may have strength to meet the 

days ahead in the comfort of a holy and certain hope, and in the joyful expectation of 
eternal life with those they love. 

Congregation  Hear us, Lord. 
 
Pastor Grant us grace to entrust Drew to your never-failing love which sustained him in this 

life. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, and remember him according to the favor 
you bear for all your people.  

Congregation  Hear us, Lord. 
 
Pastor God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and 

immortality to light. We give you thanks because by his death Jesus destroyed the 
power of death and by his resurrection has opened the kingdom of heaven to all 
believers. Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that neither death 
nor life, nor things present nor things to come shall be able to separate us from your 
love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Congregation  Amen. 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or  
similar words. 

Prayers 
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Come to the Table 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts, 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who rose from the dead,  
and in whom our hope of resurrection dawns.  
The sting of death has been removed 

 by the glorious promise of his risen life.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Congregation  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: 
heaven and earth of full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
Pastor  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen. 

Pastor Come for all is now ready. 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion  
Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.   

You are an important part of our faith community. 
For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed today. 
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Sending Music 

Sending 
Pastor Let us go forth in peace.  
Congregation     In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
 

 

Postlude   

The Sending 

Prayer of Commendation 
Please remain standing. 

Pastor Into your hands, O merciful Savior,  
we commend your servant, Drew.   
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you,  
a sheep of your own fold,  
a lamb of your own flock,  
a sinner of your own redeeming.  
Receive him into the arms of your mercy,  
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,  
and into the glorious company of the saints in light.  

Congregation Amen. 

The family thanks you for coming today to help celebrate Drew’s life. 

Please join them after the service at the Stieg House. 

Communion Music 

Blessing 
Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord shine upon you with grace and mercy. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
Congregation Amen. 

“I Can Only Imagine” by Bart Millard  MercyMe 

“Ten Thousand Reasons” by Matt Redman and Jonas Myrin 
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In lieu of flowers the Stieg family asks that any  

memorial donations or contributions be made to  

the McLean Athletic Boosters  

in support of the Drew Stieg Aspiring Wellness Program.  

https://tinyurl.com/Drew-Stieg-Fund 

 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/Drew-Stieg-Fund
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The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
1545 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, Virginia 22101 

 
The Rev. Sandra J. Kessinger, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Joshua Wullenweber, Associate Pastor 
 

Kathy Detwiler, Piano 
Eric Plewinski, Percussion 

 

Keith Craig, Cantor 
Waka Osifchin, Cantor 

Raeshawn Parker, Cantor 
 


