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Before I begin, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Pastor Sandy and all 
of you, the community at Redeemer for giving me this opportunity to serve you. 
Thank you for welcoming me with open arms and for making me part of your 
community for the past three weeks. I pray and hope that this year will be a year 
where we can grow in love and faith as we face this challenge as a church.  

Let us Pray: Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be 
acceptable to you, my rock and my Redeemer. Amen  

When I was a little girl, I was marveled by my mom’s wisdom. Anytime I 
tried to dodge a task or do something behind her back, my mom knew what I was 
thinking and would always be two steps ahead of me. Whenever I ask how she 
knew, she would simply say “I’m your mom, I just know”. I became so frustrated 
that I asked the librarian if there was a book on how to read my mother’s mind. 
Luckily, my library had the only copy of “How to Read Your Mother’s Mind” by 
James M. Deem. Unfortunately, I never got a chance to read the book because it 
disappeared from my desk the next day. And so When I first read the story of King 
Solomon asking God for wisdom, I wondered if my mom did the same. Later, I 
realized most of her wisdom is based on experience from her mother and being a 
High School teacher.  

It’s interesting how wisdom has become intertwined with age and experience in 
our society. Yet for King Solomon, he doesn’t look to the former Kings for wisdom 
to rule but rather seeks wisdom from God. I wonder if King Solomon realized that 
wisdom stemming from experiences doesn’t compare to the wisdom of God. He 
has probably heard how King Saul fared in his Kingship, heard and saw how his 
own father did as a King, and realized if he wanted to be a true King, he needed 
wisdom beyond any other. The wisdom from God doesn’t come from experience 
but is the essence of who God is, found in Proverbs 8. It is through this Wisdom 
that God creates the world.  



For Solomon, seeing how his father failed in some ways to be King and hearing 
how Saul failed in his Kingship, Solomon knew that the fear of God led to the 
beginning of wisdom. Even though Solomon feared God, I wonder if he knew he 
had the capability to fail just like David and Saul. So maybe on the safe side, Saul 
requests God for wisdom. What’s important about this story is Solomon’s request 
to God for wisdom to rule between good and evil serves as a reminder to us that 
we too are to seek God’s wisdom to discern between good and evil in our own life.  
 
God does provide wisdom through God’s word but most of all, through the Holy 
Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that Christ sends to his church to guide and lead the 
church into a new age and challenging times. It’s the same Holy Spirit, whom Paul 
reminds us, helps us to have faith and importantly in our second reading for this 
week, “intercedes with sighs too deep for words and even intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.” Finally, it is the Holy Spirit who reveals to us the 
hidden message in parables Christ teaches to us.  
 
In our gospel text, not only are we introduced to one or two but five new parables - 
the mustard seed, the yeast, and hidden treasures in different circumstances. All 
of these parables serve as a beautiful and complex metaphor for the kingdom of 
heaven. These parables indicate that “the Kingdom that arrived with Jesus did not 
include the triumphal victory so longed for by the Jews. It arrived secretly like 
leaven, unnoticeable like a mustard seed, or like a small pearl of great value that 
can be hidden in one’s pocket.” Therefore, Jesus tells the disciples that part of 
their calling as a disciple is to be trained for this Kingdom. To be trained for the 
kingdom is through sacrifice. It is not only Christ who makes the ultimate 
sacrifice but we who are part of God’s kingdom are called to make a sacrifice - a 
sacrifice to live as Christ’s disciples in a world that delights in wealth, power, and 
pleasures. We are called to reexamine the world we live in and transform the parts 
of the world that are not in line with the value of the Kingdom of Heaven, with the 
assured promise that God will help us in our midst.  
 
Because God knows we can’t do it alone, it’s something we have heard through 
Paul’s struggles written throughout his letters. Therefore, God sends the Holy 



Spirit to us, to discern between the good and evil, to discern between living as 
Christ’s disciples or slaves to the world but most importantly to discern between 
being a slave to sin or being freed in Christ.  
 
So how does the Holy Spirit come to us? Well, the Holy Spirit comes to us in many 
ways, in many forms - the spirit could be the voice of our conscience, God’s word, 
through family members and friends who guide us in those important decisions 
of our lives and most of all, through actions that help benefit the community as a 
whole.  
 
The beautiful thing is we didn’t need to ask for the Holy Spirit to give us that 
wisdom like Solomon did. God has freely given it to us because God loves us. That 
is how powerful God’s love is for us. My prayer and hope are that we use that same 
wisdom from the Holy Spirit to be trained for this Kingdom - to share God’s love 
with one another and serve the oppressed, the impoverished, those whom the 
Kingdom of heaven belongs to first. Because the Kingdom of heaven isn’t just 
somewhere up in the sky but also here on Earth.  
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  




