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Well grace and peace to you from God our creator and our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

For those of us who have ever played a pick-up game of either basketball, baseball or football – 

you have likely been a part of the emphamis pregame line up – you know, the ritual before every 

game where the two captains – pick their teams.  It's that time honored tradition where each of 

the captains naturally fight over the tallest, strongest, and most athletically gifted players in the 

group – while the less gifted players wait in hopes of making the cut.  Now this elementary 

process of selection seems to transcend beyond the neighborhood ball fields and can be seen in 

workplaces as well.  Companies naturally stack their rosters with the best and brightest from the 

most prestigious of collegial pedigrees. Who can blame them – why would you not want that 

number one draft pick for your team? But this of course begs the question – what about the little 

guy?  What about the person who may not fit the perfect mold – what unexpected qualities and 

gifts do they bring to the table? 

 

Now I hope this does not surprise you – but God loves the little guy.  God loves to call the least 

likely of participants to make amazing things happen for God’s people.  And today we see this 

reminder highlighted in our Luken text as we are taken through the who’s who of power in the 

ancient world.  We hear of Tiberius Ceasar the great ruler of the Roman Empire.  We hear about 

Pontious Pilate, Herod, Philip, and Lysanias, all-powerful leaders in the regions surrounding 

Judea.  We hear about Annas and Caiaphas, the high priests of the temple.  Each of these 

individuals were powerful and all-knowing in the worlds eyes and each would make great 

members of a team. But we hear today that God does not choose any of these men for God’s 

mission of preparing the world for Christ’s coming – rather he uses the least likely candidate of 

all – John the Baptist.  One not in a position of power ruling over great nations – but a Jewish 

sojourner of sorts, living in the wilderness of the Judean countryside.   

 

We are told today that God sends John to prepare the way.  God sends John to speak a message 

of repentance for God’s people or rather as the Greek proclaims God sends John to speak a 

message of – metanoia – for God’s people.  Metanoia which is not so much regret and remorse 

like the term repentance elicits but rather metanoia which calls for the radical change of one’s 

heart and mind - the complete change of how one thinks and acts.  John tells the people – turn 

your hearts and your minds away from sin. 
 

Now the term sin is a loaded word – it can bring on many connotations and imply many different 

things.  But the most simplistic definition of sin, that I have heard – is anything that separates 

you from God.  Sin is anything that separates you from seeing, experiencing, and knowing God 

and God’s people.  So today, we hear John telling God’s people to turn our hearts and our minds 

away from those things that come between us and God - and get ready God is coming.  

 



Now this is not the first time that God has used the least likely of candidates to help direct God’s 

people. God has called many unlikely people throughout the centuries - people like Moses – a 

runaway, an orphan, someone who he himself thought his abilities unworthy – God used Moses 

to lead God’s people out of slavery and God used Moses to carry the Ten Commandments down 

from Mt. Sinai.  God has called people like Isaiah, whom was quoted in our gospel today as well 

as other major and minor prophets to help Gods people see the right path of living in God’s 

image. Now these were not men of noble birth, these were many times outsiders and outcast and 

people who lived simple lives but yet God called them to lead God’s people to places of change 

in their relationships and their journeys with God.  And of course who can forget Mary, a young 

girl of only thirteen who heard God’s call, answered it faithfully, and bravely brought the Christ 

child into the world - God incarnate – the one who would once and for all show God’s people the 

way of God which is love, justice, and peace for all God’s people.     

 

Now, these unexpected messengers are not just restricted to the ancient world - God is always 

working in the unexpected and God is always working to bring God’s people back into right 

relationship with him and with his whole creation. Looking around in our world today, I wonder 

if we can see that to be true our current context as well.  I wonder if we see God at work in 

people like the young Gretta Thornburg who call us to a place of metanoia in our understanding 

of God’s creation and our call to be good stewards of the land.  I wonder if we see God at work 

in the Black Lives Matter movement where God has used the voices of a few brave souls to 

remind God’s people that black and brown lives most certainly do matter.  And I wonder, a little 

closer to home as I have been reminded this week through conversation – has God also used 

those unexpected voices within our family and friend units as well.  Sometimes those closest to 

us are those unexpected voices of change.  Reminding us to mend those broken relationships, 

reminding to be kind to each other, reminding us to change our hearts and minds for the better.  

 

Like the refiner’s fire that we hear about in Malachi, God uses these most unlikely of servants to 

direct our hearts and minds to more fully see God and God’s people in this world.  Sometimes 

it’s a welcome interruption – other times it can be jolting – but either way God gets God’s 

message across. Like a refiner of precious metals who knows the gold is not ready until they can 

see themselves in the melted pool. So too are we called to a place of metanoia where we melt 

away or take away those distractions to a point where we see God in all things and in all people.     

 

Paying attention to those unexpected voices - we are called this Advent season to contemplate 

what are those biases that get in the way of more fully caring for God’s creation?  This Advent 

we are called to consider what are those areas of judgments that take us away from fully loving 

all God’s people? What childhood beliefs do we need to let go of – what stereotypes do we need 

to move beyond so we see all as God’s children as beloved. Are we letting the materialistic parts 

of this season get in the way of our care for our neighbor?  Are our calendars so full that we are 

not spending time with family and friends?  In the business of this season have we carved out 

time just to sit and pray and read scripture and to contemplate what this season is all about?  

 

Now I do believe this is a two-way street.  God uses others in our lives to direct us but make no 

mistake God uses us as well to be that unlikely messenger in the lives of others as well.  Like the 

Moses’, Isaiah’s, and Mary’s - don’t underestimate your ability to share the good news of God 

grace and love, acceptance and inclusion with those you meet and interact with.  God may use 



you to be that one person that advocates for the immigrants in our community and that may 

change the hearts of those around you.  God may use you to be that one voice of acceptance and 

inclusion for our LGBTQ siblings in Christ – helping others to be welcoming and accepting to all 

God’s children.  And God may use your voice from the wilderness within your family units to be 

that voice mending broken relationships and calling for cohesion and love in this divisive time.  

 

God uses the most unlikely of voices and God uses the most unexpected of people to do amazing 

things in this world.  So, this Advent season, let our ears be attuned to that unexpected voice 

calling from the wilderness, that unexpected voice in our lives that calls us to change our hearts 

and minds for the better – a change of love, a change of acceptance, a change that allows us to 

see God in all things and in all people. Amen.   

 
 

 

 

 


